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Today, we had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. ‘Sriram Manoharan’; Founder of

Contus at Tamil Nadu – India.

“Contus” is a leading mobile app development

company

Below is the full interview that we have conducted

with Mr. Manoharan

1.

What is i t  exactly that you do and what your

star t -up is  a l l  about?

Contus is a leading mobile app

development company which

offers varied mobi le appl icat ion

development solut ions in al l  the

major  smartphone plat forms l ike

iOS, Android and Windows. We

also offer web appl icat ion and e-

Commerce solut ions.  Our f i rm is

known for  developing wor thy,

t imely,  cost-ef fect ive appl icat ions

global ly .

2. When has your startup been founded? And

what stage is your startup current ly at?

Contus was found in 2008 as a

smal l  s tar t -up and now i t  has

spread across two places Chennai,

India and San Jose, U.S.A. It was

found wi th  min imal  s ta f f  but  now

there are almost 200 employees in

var ious departments of  our f i rm.

We currently have 5+ years of

experience, 140+ developers

deal ing with 40+ countr ies and 20

mi l l ion users benef i t ted through

our successful mobile and web

products .

3. What is your startup’s business model and

how does i t  work?

Business model of Contus is 4Ds.

We have this as the 4Ds of our

development viz., Discover,

Design, Develop, and Deliver. We

discover the needs, requirements

and work out a plan and design i t

before developing the app and

delivering it.  We also have a

test ing and maintenance team for

pre-del iver ing and post -del iver ing

suppor t .

4. How did your team meet? And who in your

team does what?

I  along with six of  my fr iends

started Contus as a startup which

is now a 5+ years old mobile

appl icat ion development company.

It was my aim since college days to

be an entrepreneur thus I  along

wi th  my other  f r iends

Balasubramaniyam, Balamurugan,

Dinesh kumar, Prakash, Thiaghu,

Amal Raj started this f irm.

5. What, exactly, makes you different from

exist ing opt ions,  what  wi l l  make your  product

and/or service stand out in the marketplace? In

other words what’s unique about you and

what’s new about what you make?

Our f i rm di f fers in three ways

from other counterparts v iz. ,

( i) We deliver services on all  the

three platforms namely iOS,

Android,  Windows whi le many

offer in one or two category alone.

( i i )  We offer cost-effect ive, ful ly

customized and t imely solut ions.

( i i i )  We are into e-Commerce and

Web products development also

thus we of fer  mul t ip le  products

for diverse needs unl ike other out

and out app developers.

6. What is  your growth l ike? And what

milestones has your startup achieved so far?

After 5 years into mobile app

development alongside web and e-

Commerce solut ions our

milestones include

﴾ i﴿  Mob eCommerce – a product of

ours ranked no. 1 in Top 10

eCommerce Startups

(ii) Contus was awarded as one of

the Top 10 SMEs in India by

Google & FICCI

(ii i) CII and NASSCOM

membership attained.

7. Who are your competitors? And what is your

startup’s competit ive advantage over them?

There are a lot of mobile app

development companies out there

both s tar t -ups and wel l

established ones. Every company

has their own pluses and minuses.

We str ive to be unique in order to

stand apart and lead the race. It’s

our innovat ive and unique ideas in

mobi le app development that

makes us stand apart in the race

and take a competit ive advantage

over them.

8. What obstacles did you face and how did you

overcome them?

Obstacles were our stepping

stones to success. There were

many obstacles r ight f rom

bui lding hir ing issues to employee

h i r ing ,  c l ien t  negot ia t ing  but  w i th

my expertise team of fr iends and

employees we easily came over

those and are marching towards

success, we may face more

obstacles in future too ( in

unknown forms)  but  our  past

experiences made us stronger than

ever.

9. What are the key things about your f ield that

outsiders don’t understand?

One of the major aspect in our

f i rm is mobi le app development

and although many seem to know

and claim that  they know A-Z of

mobi le appl icat ion development

there are always few things which

are known only to the people in

the f ield for instance there is a

myth that iOS apps are easy to

develop however that is an

absolute myth. Similar ly other key

aspects are about how an app

should be developed

professional ly,  how much of

testing is necessary, et.al.

10. Why are you going to succeed?

Our success pr imari ly  wi l l  be

through mobi le  app l ica t ion

development, al though we are

expect ing laurels f rom our other

products too. We are expecting

further success since we have

crossed major hurdles that a start-

up does in the past five years, we

have had our obstacles, struggles.

Now that we came past al l  these

and are constantly achieving we

expect success now.

11. If your startup succeeds, what additional

areas might you be able to expand into?

After success in our lead mobile

app development f ield, we may

concentrate fur ther  on our  other

f ie lds l ike web appl icat ion

development, e-Commerce

solutions. As of now we have plans

and ideas in expanding these field

and march towards success in

these. Instead of adding more

f ields, we want to be in number

UNO posit ion for these f ields, we

wi l l  work  fo r  i t .

12. Why did you choose this idea and concept to

bui ld your start-up based on?

At 2008, smartphones and mobile

apps were booming. There weren’t

much mobile app developers or

even as many smartphones as

there are now. I  and my fr iends

being tech-savvy people have had

passion for al l  these new booming

technology and we thought about

giv ing i t  a t ry and the resul t  is

what you see today.

13. What have you learned so far from launching

your idea?

I have learnt success is not a cake

walk so is entrepreneurship.  Being

a CEO wasn’t a bed of roses;

instead i t  was mostly of thorns. I

learned patience, perseverance

and si tuat ion management ski l ls

through the var ious impediments

that crossed our way in the past

few years. Many employees joined

us, few left. We expanded our

off ice i t  was al l  a mixed emotions

that  thought  me a lot  more than I

can possibly explain.

14. Six months from now, what’s going to be

your biggest problem?

Rather than claiming in as the

biggest problem, I  would l ike to

rephrase it as a big challenge.

That’s how I, my managerial

colleagues and employees see

them. Since mobile app

development is an unpredictable

field the challenge can be in any

form. It  can be new OS version or

an improved API ki t  or even who

knows a new OS for smart phones

might  pop up and I  might  need

new developers to design and

develop them.

15. What’s the benefit   for the customer/user?

The major benef i t  for  our

user /customer is  our  t imel iness.

We del iver  t imely product  to  our

c l ients  who in  turn del iver  i t  on

t ime to their  users.  Apart  f rom

that  we are known for  prov id ing

budget  f r iendly  and worthy

solut ions of  every kind in mobi le

app development.  Furthermore,

users are benefited because of our

talented and fr iendly after-sales

support  team.

16. How did customers /  users f ind out about

you?

We are spread across all social

media l ike Facebook, Twitter,

LinkedIn.  Addi t ional ly we now and

then get featured in various

newspapers both onl ine and

offl ine. Moreover we also have

cer ta in  t rustwor thy c l ients  and

customers retained who refer us to

their  c i rc le of  f r iends and

acquaintances. Thus our

networking circ le improves day by

day.

17. Who are your current customers /  users?

Who are your target customers /  users?

Current ly we are servicing 40+

countries’ users and we have

cl ients f rom these countr ies who

reach us to these users. Our target

customers include the ones from

rest  of  the countr ies.  Major ly our

cl ients are the ones who deliver

apps to the major platforms across

the globe. We target more global

customers presently.

18. Where do new customers / users come from

and what makes new customers/users try you?

Mostly the new customers come

seeing our social media presence,

referrals by our current  c l ients,

word of  mouth and our press

releases. Generally the new

customers wi l l  be interested in

try ing us for  our innovat ive apps

that we have done so far. All the

apps we have provided were

innovative and diverse thus

various customers from di f ferent

walks wi l l  be interested in us.

19. What do your customers / users say about

your  product  and/or  serv ice?

Customers and clients have given

high recommendat ions both in the

reviews and ratings as well as in

LinkedIn, FB recommendations.

One of the sample

recommendations: “Creative, on

schedule and on budget. Not task

is too small or too large.” says

Stephan B., CEO at Web Presence

Architects,  Washington D.C

20. How are you going to scale?

We have recently improved our

infrastructure and moved to a

larger campus. We further are

planning scal ing by adding more

clients, customers, users across

various nations and also in

del iver ing more products per

quarter.  We also str ive in

improving the qual i ty  even fur ther

to get more awards and laurels.

21. What’s the biggest missing feature? The one

th ing customers/users keep asking for?

The biggest thing many customers

ask is for global izat ion, al though

we are global iz ing wi th c l ients we

have our real- t ime off ice at  only

two points namely India and U.S.A.

We further wish to have more

off ices in other countr ies were we

have our major cl ients from. Since,

that  is  what our c l ients expect

from us these days.

22. Are you going to internationalize? And if  yes

how are you planning to expand your startup’s

operat ions accordingly?

As we mentioned, we do plan to

internat ional ize in  near  fu ture,

since we are expanding in terms of

employees, clients and services

thus in ternat ional izat ion is  the

logical next step in our success

ladder.  We are hoping forward for

the r ight  opportuni ty .  We as of

now don’t have concrete plans but

we do hope to have in near future.

23. How big do you think you can get? Why?

And how you are planning to achieve your

goals?

We are planning to go as far as our

efforts and talents take us. Of

course,  opportuni ty and luck are

other key factors. We don’t have a

l imit  for  achievement.  At Contus,

we str ive towards perfect ion and

keep str iv ing. Sky is our l imit .  We

won’t rest even after our goal is

reached. I f  we reach the top st i l l

we wi l l  s t r ive to  mainta in i t  and

achieve more.

24. Are you looking to hire a new workforce?

And if  yes, what job vacancies do you currently

offer and where can potent ial  appl icants

contact you at?

As we are expanding further and

further,  we are indeed planning to

hire more work forces. We suggest

the appl icants to check wi th the

careers section of our website to

know about the possible vacancies

and requirements. We hire

passionate, persistent and

enthusiast ic people who are

innovative and creative too.

25. Are you looking for  partnership

opportuni t ies or  funding f rom Venture Capi ta ls

(VC) or other funding sources? Or your

business is self-sustainable? And if  the f irst

opt ion appl ies where can potent ia l  par tners  /

investors contact you at?

We are self-sustained f irm and we

hope to cont inue the same in

future.  We do hope that  we would

make i t  to one the self-sustained

f i rms that  made to high levels wi th

no funding or sponsors. We are

happy and proud this way. We do

believe in our employees’ talents

and strength than sponsors

because t i l l  now we have worked

al l  this out by our Contus Team

alone.

26. What advice do you have for fresh

entrepreneurs?

Have a dream and follow it. That’s

the short success story of Contus.

We 7 people started from scratch

and we reached this posit ion is 5

years. Forget basic needs and

luxury for  a whi le.  Concentrate

hard and be strong. Overcome

obstacles with l ight heart  and a

cool  th inking.  Be innovat ive

because only innovation stands

apar t .

27. Finally, do you have any other comments

that you would l ike to add?

tart-Ups.Co is a nice venture and

we are impressed by the way it has

put  lo ts  of  usefu l  in format ion on

their si te. This is one of the most

useful websites in the recent

times. The questionnaire also had

a lot  of  important and precise

questions that every user needs to

know f rom an entrepreneur.
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Pro To You: Pro Athletes To Any Event

[custom_author=ProToYou] Today,

we had a very interesting interview

with Mr. 'John Bronson'; President of

ProToYou at USA - Phoenix. Below is

the … [Read More...]

OnContracting : Excellent Platform For All
Kinds Of Contract Jobs

[custom_author=OnContracting]

Today, we had a quick overview with

Mr. 'Pradeep Pradeep'; CEO of

OnCotracting in USA. OnContracting

: Excellent … [Read More...]

AbbeyPost : Brand-New Marketplace and
Community

[custom_author=AbbeyPost] 

AbbeyPost is a brand-new

marketplace and community

designed exclusively for plus size

women's … [Read More...]

Contus : Mobile App Development Company

[custom_author=Contus] Today, we

had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. 'Sriram

Manoharan'; Founder of Contus at

Tamil Nadu  … [Read More...]

SME Updated : An Online Platform Helping
UAE Entrepreneurs

1. What is it exactly that you do and

what your start-up is all about? SME

Updated – UAE is online platform that

provides its audience with whatÍs …
[Read More...]

Gozoop: A Digital Services and Products
Provider that has Created a Niche for Itself
in the E-Commerce Space

[custom_author=Gozoop] We had a

quick chit chat with Mr.

'Iyer Premkumar'; Head of Online

Marketing at the India / UAE - based

startup … [Read More...]

30SimpleSystems.com: An Online Business
Development Program that helps Companies
Create a Master Plan in the Top 5 Business
Areas

[custom_author=30SimpleSystems]

Mr. 'João Timóteo'; Founder of

the Portugal (Lisbon)-based start-up

"30 Simple Systems", has explained to

us what … [Read More...]

DZone.com: An Online Platform that
Produces and Publishes Valuable Content for
their Global Audience of Software Developers
and Architects

[custom_author=DZone] Mr.

'Rick Ross'; Founder and CEO of the

US (Cary, North Carolina)-based start-

up "DZone", took some time to

explain to us a … [Read More...]

Wabiness.com: A Professional Platform
where International Companies and
Intermediaries Connect

[custom_author=Wabiness] We had

an in-depth discussion with Mr.

"Nicolas Duminil", CEO of the

international start-up "Wabiness.com"

regarding his … [Read More...]

ShareMotive.com: A Social Incentive E-
Commerce Platform and Online Marketplace

[custom_author=ShareMotive] We

had a very interesting and insightful

interview with the young

entrepreneur Mr. "Mario S. Wilson";

Founder of the … [Read More...]

Brian Zuercher Of VenueSeen On Social
Media Photography And Managing Customer
Relationships

We present to you below a very

interesting interview conducted by

the folks at KillerStartups.com with

Mr. 'Brian Zuercher'; Co-Founder and

CEO of the … [Read More...]

Itimdi.com: An Interests Based Social
Network That Lets you Make New
Connections and Keep your Old Ones

[custom_author=Itimdi] We had a

constructive and intriguing interview

with the very young 15 years old

entrepreneur Mr. “Tal Hoffman";

Founder of … [Read More...]

LoopLR.com: A Real-Time Social Video
Platform for the Creation and Distribution of
User Produced Video Content on
Smartphones

[custom_author=LooplrLR] We have

interviewed the very resilient and

determined Mr. "David Chorlton"; Co-

Founder and CEO of the US & Spain …
[Read More...]

Pheast.com: A Crowd-Sourced Recipe Site
Where You can Take any Recipe and Easily
Tweak it to Make it your Own

[custom_author=Pheast] We had an

enriching and inspirational interview

with Mr. ‘Adam BerlinskySchine';

Founder and CEO of the US (Palo Alto,

… [Read More...]

Drungli.com: A Web-Based Adventure
Generator for Spontaneous People

[custom_author=Drungli] Mrs.

"Orsolya Tòth"; CEO and Cofounder

of the exciting Hungary (Budapest)-

based start-up

"http://www.drungli.com", has …
[Read More...]

SentioSearch.com: A Social Network that
Connects Decision-Makers with Mentors who
will Give them the Best Chance to Make Good
Decisions and Minimize Regret

[custom_author=SentioSearch] We

are delighted to have interviewed Mr.

'Tyson Brazell', Founder of the US

﴾New York﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

Triposo.com: Makes Travel Guides that Know
Who you are and Where you are and Use that
Information to Come Up with Fresh and
Inspiring Ideas on What to do while you
Travel

[custom_author=Triposo] We had an

enjoyable and intuitive interview with

the fantastic entrepreneur Mr.

'Richard Osinga'; CEO of the Germany

… [Read More...]

Valueairlines.com: An Online Free Search and
Compare Service that Offers the Latest on
Travel Related Products

[custom_author=Valueairlines] We

had a nice chat with Mr. "Drago

Maximov", CEO of the US (California)-

based start-up "Valueairlines.com"

about his … [Read More...]

Mention.net: A Media Monitoring Tool that
Allows to be Notified in Real-Time on Any
Devices About any Social Keyword Mention

[custom_author=Mentiondotnet] We

had an in-depth and lengthy

interview with Mr. “Edouard de La

Jonquière”; CoFounder and CEO of

the French … [Read More...]

LineChop.com: An Online Wait-Listing
Service that Offers a Better, More Powerful
and More Accessible Way to Manage
Restaurants Wait-Lists

[custom_author=LineChop] Today, we

had the opportunity to gain more

knowledge and insight into the

entrepreneurial world and we have

really … [Read More...]

DayGuest.com: A Platform that Enables you
to Browse and Book Online Listed Properties
by Destinations, Features and Tags

[custom_author=DayGuest]

"DayGuest"'s team was kind enough to

explain to us what their US (New

York)-based start-up "DayGuest" is all

… [Read More...]

ToFlog.com: An Online Geo Social Network
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Contus : Mobile App

Development

Company
january 10, 2014 by bob debbas leave a comment

Today, we had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. ‘Sriram Manoharan’; Founder of

Contus at Tamil Nadu – India.

“Contus” is a leading mobile app development

company

Below is the full interview that we have conducted

with Mr. Manoharan

1.

What is i t  exactly that you do and what your

star t -up is  a l l  about?

Contus is a leading mobile app

development company which

offers varied mobi le appl icat ion

development solut ions in al l  the

major  smartphone plat forms l ike

iOS, Android and Windows. We

also offer web appl icat ion and e-

Commerce solut ions.  Our f i rm is

known for  developing wor thy,

t imely,  cost-ef fect ive appl icat ions

global ly .

2. When has your startup been founded? And

what stage is your startup current ly at?

Contus was found in 2008 as a

smal l  s tar t -up and now i t  has

spread across two places Chennai,

India and San Jose, U.S.A. It was

found wi th  min imal  s ta f f  but  now

there are almost 200 employees in

var ious departments of  our f i rm.

We currently have 5+ years of

experience, 140+ developers

deal ing with 40+ countr ies and 20

mi l l ion users benef i t ted through

our successful mobile and web

products .

3. What is your startup’s business model and

how does i t  work?

Business model of Contus is 4Ds.

We have this as the 4Ds of our

development viz., Discover,

Design, Develop, and Deliver. We

discover the needs, requirements

and work out a plan and design i t

before developing the app and

delivering it.  We also have a

test ing and maintenance team for

pre-del iver ing and post -del iver ing

suppor t .

4. How did your team meet? And who in your

team does what?

I  along with six of  my fr iends

started Contus as a startup which

is now a 5+ years old mobile

appl icat ion development company.

It was my aim since college days to

be an entrepreneur thus I  along

wi th  my other  f r iends

Balasubramaniyam, Balamurugan,

Dinesh kumar, Prakash, Thiaghu,

Amal Raj started this f irm.

5. What, exactly, makes you different from

exist ing opt ions,  what  wi l l  make your  product

and/or service stand out in the marketplace? In

other words what’s unique about you and

what’s new about what you make?

Our f i rm di f fers in three ways

from other counterparts v iz. ,

( i) We deliver services on all  the

three platforms namely iOS,

Android,  Windows whi le many

offer in one or two category alone.

( i i )  We offer cost-effect ive, ful ly

customized and t imely solut ions.

( i i i )  We are into e-Commerce and

Web products development also

thus we of fer  mul t ip le  products

for diverse needs unl ike other out

and out app developers.

6. What is  your growth l ike? And what

milestones has your startup achieved so far?

After 5 years into mobile app

development alongside web and e-

Commerce solut ions our

milestones include

﴾ i﴿  Mob eCommerce – a product of

ours ranked no. 1 in Top 10

eCommerce Startups

(ii) Contus was awarded as one of

the Top 10 SMEs in India by

Google & FICCI

(ii i) CII and NASSCOM

membership attained.

7. Who are your competitors? And what is your

startup’s competit ive advantage over them?

There are a lot of mobile app

development companies out there

both s tar t -ups and wel l

established ones. Every company

has their own pluses and minuses.

We str ive to be unique in order to

stand apart and lead the race. It’s

our innovat ive and unique ideas in

mobi le app development that

makes us stand apart in the race

and take a competit ive advantage

over them.

8. What obstacles did you face and how did you

overcome them?

Obstacles were our stepping

stones to success. There were

many obstacles r ight f rom

bui lding hir ing issues to employee

h i r ing ,  c l ien t  negot ia t ing  but  w i th

my expertise team of fr iends and

employees we easily came over

those and are marching towards

success, we may face more

obstacles in future too ( in

unknown forms)  but  our  past

experiences made us stronger than

ever.

9. What are the key things about your f ield that

outsiders don’t understand?

One of the major aspect in our

f i rm is mobi le app development

and although many seem to know

and claim that  they know A-Z of

mobi le appl icat ion development

there are always few things which

are known only to the people in

the f ield for instance there is a

myth that iOS apps are easy to

develop however that is an

absolute myth. Similar ly other key

aspects are about how an app

should be developed

professional ly,  how much of

testing is necessary, et.al.

10. Why are you going to succeed?

Our success pr imari ly  wi l l  be

through mobi le  app l ica t ion

development, al though we are

expect ing laurels f rom our other

products too. We are expecting

further success since we have

crossed major hurdles that a start-

up does in the past five years, we

have had our obstacles, struggles.

Now that we came past al l  these

and are constantly achieving we

expect success now.

11. If your startup succeeds, what additional

areas might you be able to expand into?

After success in our lead mobile

app development f ield, we may

concentrate fur ther  on our  other

f ie lds l ike web appl icat ion

development, e-Commerce

solutions. As of now we have plans

and ideas in expanding these field

and march towards success in

these. Instead of adding more

f ields, we want to be in number

UNO posit ion for these f ields, we

wi l l  work  fo r  i t .

12. Why did you choose this idea and concept to

bui ld your start-up based on?

At 2008, smartphones and mobile

apps were booming. There weren’t

much mobile app developers or

even as many smartphones as

there are now. I  and my fr iends

being tech-savvy people have had

passion for al l  these new booming

technology and we thought about

giv ing i t  a t ry and the resul t  is

what you see today.

13. What have you learned so far from launching

your idea?

I have learnt success is not a cake

walk so is entrepreneurship.  Being

a CEO wasn’t a bed of roses;

instead i t  was mostly of thorns. I

learned patience, perseverance

and si tuat ion management ski l ls

through the var ious impediments

that crossed our way in the past

few years. Many employees joined

us, few left. We expanded our

off ice i t  was al l  a mixed emotions

that  thought  me a lot  more than I

can possibly explain.

14. Six months from now, what’s going to be

your biggest problem?

Rather than claiming in as the

biggest problem, I  would l ike to

rephrase it as a big challenge.

That’s how I, my managerial

colleagues and employees see

them. Since mobile app

development is an unpredictable

field the challenge can be in any

form. It  can be new OS version or

an improved API ki t  or even who

knows a new OS for smart phones

might  pop up and I  might  need

new developers to design and

develop them.

15. What’s the benefit   for the customer/user?

The major benef i t  for  our

user /customer is  our  t imel iness.

We del iver  t imely product  to  our

c l ients  who in  turn del iver  i t  on

t ime to their  users.  Apart  f rom

that  we are known for  prov id ing

budget  f r iendly  and worthy

solut ions of  every kind in mobi le

app development.  Furthermore,

users are benefited because of our

talented and fr iendly after-sales

support  team.

16. How did customers /  users f ind out about

you?

We are spread across all social

media l ike Facebook, Twitter,

LinkedIn.  Addi t ional ly we now and

then get featured in various

newspapers both onl ine and

offl ine. Moreover we also have

cer ta in  t rustwor thy c l ients  and

customers retained who refer us to

their  c i rc le of  f r iends and

acquaintances. Thus our

networking circ le improves day by

day.

17. Who are your current customers /  users?

Who are your target customers /  users?

Current ly we are servicing 40+

countries’ users and we have

cl ients f rom these countr ies who

reach us to these users. Our target

customers include the ones from

rest  of  the countr ies.  Major ly our

cl ients are the ones who deliver

apps to the major platforms across

the globe. We target more global

customers presently.

18. Where do new customers / users come from

and what makes new customers/users try you?

Mostly the new customers come

seeing our social media presence,

referrals by our current  c l ients,

word of  mouth and our press

releases. Generally the new

customers wi l l  be interested in

try ing us for  our innovat ive apps

that we have done so far. All the

apps we have provided were

innovative and diverse thus

various customers from di f ferent

walks wi l l  be interested in us.

19. What do your customers / users say about

your  product  and/or  serv ice?

Customers and clients have given

high recommendat ions both in the

reviews and ratings as well as in

LinkedIn, FB recommendations.

One of the sample

recommendations: “Creative, on

schedule and on budget. Not task

is too small or too large.” says

Stephan B., CEO at Web Presence

Architects,  Washington D.C

20. How are you going to scale?

We have recently improved our

infrastructure and moved to a

larger campus. We further are

planning scal ing by adding more

clients, customers, users across

various nations and also in

del iver ing more products per

quarter.  We also str ive in

improving the qual i ty  even fur ther

to get more awards and laurels.

21. What’s the biggest missing feature? The one

th ing customers/users keep asking for?

The biggest thing many customers

ask is for global izat ion, al though

we are global iz ing wi th c l ients we

have our real- t ime off ice at  only

two points namely India and U.S.A.

We further wish to have more

off ices in other countr ies were we

have our major cl ients from. Since,

that  is  what our c l ients expect

from us these days.

22. Are you going to internationalize? And if  yes

how are you planning to expand your startup’s

operat ions accordingly?

As we mentioned, we do plan to

internat ional ize in  near  fu ture,

since we are expanding in terms of

employees, clients and services

thus in ternat ional izat ion is  the

logical next step in our success

ladder.  We are hoping forward for

the r ight  opportuni ty .  We as of

now don’t have concrete plans but

we do hope to have in near future.

23. How big do you think you can get? Why?

And how you are planning to achieve your

goals?

We are planning to go as far as our

efforts and talents take us. Of

course,  opportuni ty and luck are

other key factors. We don’t have a

l imit  for  achievement.  At Contus,

we str ive towards perfect ion and

keep str iv ing. Sky is our l imit .  We

won’t rest even after our goal is

reached. I f  we reach the top st i l l

we wi l l  s t r ive to  mainta in i t  and

achieve more.

24. Are you looking to hire a new workforce?

And if  yes, what job vacancies do you currently

offer and where can potent ial  appl icants

contact you at?

As we are expanding further and

further,  we are indeed planning to

hire more work forces. We suggest

the appl icants to check wi th the

careers section of our website to

know about the possible vacancies

and requirements. We hire

passionate, persistent and

enthusiast ic people who are

innovative and creative too.

25. Are you looking for  partnership

opportuni t ies or  funding f rom Venture Capi ta ls

(VC) or other funding sources? Or your

business is self-sustainable? And if  the f irst

opt ion appl ies where can potent ia l  par tners  /

investors contact you at?

We are self-sustained f irm and we

hope to cont inue the same in

future.  We do hope that  we would

make i t  to one the self-sustained

f i rms that  made to high levels wi th

no funding or sponsors. We are

happy and proud this way. We do

believe in our employees’ talents

and strength than sponsors

because t i l l  now we have worked

al l  this out by our Contus Team

alone.

26. What advice do you have for fresh

entrepreneurs?

Have a dream and follow it. That’s

the short success story of Contus.

We 7 people started from scratch

and we reached this posit ion is 5

years. Forget basic needs and

luxury for  a whi le.  Concentrate

hard and be strong. Overcome

obstacles with l ight heart  and a

cool  th inking.  Be innovat ive

because only innovation stands

apar t .

27. Finally, do you have any other comments

that you would l ike to add?

tart-Ups.Co is a nice venture and

we are impressed by the way it has

put  lo ts  of  usefu l  in format ion on

their si te. This is one of the most

useful websites in the recent

times. The questionnaire also had

a lot  of  important and precise

questions that every user needs to

know f rom an entrepreneur.
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Pro To You: Pro Athletes To Any Event

[custom_author=ProToYou] Today,

we had a very interesting interview

with Mr. 'John Bronson'; President of

ProToYou at USA - Phoenix. Below is

the … [Read More...]

OnContracting : Excellent Platform For All
Kinds Of Contract Jobs

[custom_author=OnContracting]

Today, we had a quick overview with

Mr. 'Pradeep Pradeep'; CEO of

OnCotracting in USA. OnContracting

: Excellent … [Read More...]

AbbeyPost : Brand-New Marketplace and
Community

[custom_author=AbbeyPost] 

AbbeyPost is a brand-new

marketplace and community

designed exclusively for plus size

women's … [Read More...]

Contus : Mobile App Development Company

[custom_author=Contus] Today, we

had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. 'Sriram

Manoharan'; Founder of Contus at

Tamil Nadu  … [Read More...]

SME Updated : An Online Platform Helping
UAE Entrepreneurs

1. What is it exactly that you do and

what your start-up is all about? SME

Updated – UAE is online platform that

provides its audience with whatÍs …
[Read More...]

Gozoop: A Digital Services and Products
Provider that has Created a Niche for Itself
in the E-Commerce Space

[custom_author=Gozoop] We had a

quick chit chat with Mr.

'Iyer Premkumar'; Head of Online

Marketing at the India / UAE - based

startup … [Read More...]

30SimpleSystems.com: An Online Business
Development Program that helps Companies
Create a Master Plan in the Top 5 Business
Areas

[custom_author=30SimpleSystems]

Mr. 'João Timóteo'; Founder of

the Portugal (Lisbon)-based start-up

"30 Simple Systems", has explained to

us what … [Read More...]

DZone.com: An Online Platform that
Produces and Publishes Valuable Content for
their Global Audience of Software Developers
and Architects

[custom_author=DZone] Mr.

'Rick Ross'; Founder and CEO of the

US (Cary, North Carolina)-based start-

up "DZone", took some time to

explain to us a … [Read More...]

Wabiness.com: A Professional Platform
where International Companies and
Intermediaries Connect

[custom_author=Wabiness] We had

an in-depth discussion with Mr.

"Nicolas Duminil", CEO of the

international start-up "Wabiness.com"

regarding his … [Read More...]

ShareMotive.com: A Social Incentive E-
Commerce Platform and Online Marketplace

[custom_author=ShareMotive] We

had a very interesting and insightful

interview with the young

entrepreneur Mr. "Mario S. Wilson";

Founder of the … [Read More...]

Brian Zuercher Of VenueSeen On Social
Media Photography And Managing Customer
Relationships

We present to you below a very

interesting interview conducted by

the folks at KillerStartups.com with

Mr. 'Brian Zuercher'; Co-Founder and

CEO of the … [Read More...]

Itimdi.com: An Interests Based Social
Network That Lets you Make New
Connections and Keep your Old Ones

[custom_author=Itimdi] We had a

constructive and intriguing interview

with the very young 15 years old

entrepreneur Mr. “Tal Hoffman";

Founder of … [Read More...]

LoopLR.com: A Real-Time Social Video
Platform for the Creation and Distribution of
User Produced Video Content on
Smartphones

[custom_author=LooplrLR] We have

interviewed the very resilient and

determined Mr. "David Chorlton"; Co-

Founder and CEO of the US & Spain …
[Read More...]

Pheast.com: A Crowd-Sourced Recipe Site
Where You can Take any Recipe and Easily
Tweak it to Make it your Own

[custom_author=Pheast] We had an

enriching and inspirational interview

with Mr. ‘Adam BerlinskySchine';

Founder and CEO of the US (Palo Alto,

… [Read More...]

Drungli.com: A Web-Based Adventure
Generator for Spontaneous People

[custom_author=Drungli] Mrs.

"Orsolya Tòth"; CEO and Cofounder

of the exciting Hungary (Budapest)-

based start-up

"http://www.drungli.com", has …
[Read More...]

SentioSearch.com: A Social Network that
Connects Decision-Makers with Mentors who
will Give them the Best Chance to Make Good
Decisions and Minimize Regret

[custom_author=SentioSearch] We

are delighted to have interviewed Mr.

'Tyson Brazell', Founder of the US

﴾New York﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

Triposo.com: Makes Travel Guides that Know
Who you are and Where you are and Use that
Information to Come Up with Fresh and
Inspiring Ideas on What to do while you
Travel

[custom_author=Triposo] We had an

enjoyable and intuitive interview with

the fantastic entrepreneur Mr.

'Richard Osinga'; CEO of the Germany

… [Read More...]

Valueairlines.com: An Online Free Search and
Compare Service that Offers the Latest on
Travel Related Products

[custom_author=Valueairlines] We

had a nice chat with Mr. "Drago

Maximov", CEO of the US (California)-

based start-up "Valueairlines.com"

about his … [Read More...]

Mention.net: A Media Monitoring Tool that
Allows to be Notified in Real-Time on Any
Devices About any Social Keyword Mention

[custom_author=Mentiondotnet] We

had an in-depth and lengthy

interview with Mr. “Edouard de La

Jonquière”; CoFounder and CEO of

the French … [Read More...]

LineChop.com: An Online Wait-Listing
Service that Offers a Better, More Powerful
and More Accessible Way to Manage
Restaurants Wait-Lists

[custom_author=LineChop] Today, we

had the opportunity to gain more

knowledge and insight into the

entrepreneurial world and we have

really … [Read More...]

DayGuest.com: A Platform that Enables you
to Browse and Book Online Listed Properties
by Destinations, Features and Tags

[custom_author=DayGuest]

"DayGuest"'s team was kind enough to

explain to us what their US (New

York)-based start-up "DayGuest" is all

… [Read More...]

ToFlog.com: An Online Geo Social Network
where Users can Pin any Place in the World,
Write a Comment about it and Share it

[custom_author=Flog] We had a

lengthy and interesting interview

with Mr. 'Stefano Iannarone'; Co-

Founder of the Italy (Milan)-based

startup … [Read More...]

Contactually.com: A Personal Assistant for
Your Important Contacts

[custom_author=Contactually] Mr.

Tony Cappaert, Co-Founder of

"Contactually" has given us a small

introduction about his US

﴾Washington DC﴿based … [Read

More...]

InvoiceBerry.com: An Online Invoicing
Software which is Simple and Easy to Use

[custom_author=InvoiceBerry] We

had an intuitive and very pleasant

interview with the brilliant young

entrepreneur, Mr.

'Uwe Dreissigacker'; … [Read More...]

ITNinja.com: A Free Online Collaborative
Community for IT Managers to Share
Knowledge with their Peers

[custom_author=ITNinja] Mr.

'Bob Kelly'; Founder of the US

(Haymarket, VA)-based

Company "ITNinja", has been kind

enough giving us more insight …
[Read More...]

Feesheh.com: An Online One-Stop-Shop for
Arab Musicians

[custom_author=Feesheh] Mrs. Nur

Alfayez, Co-Founder & CEO has given

us a small introduction about her

Jordan (Amman)-based start-up

company … [Read More...]

Mapov.com: A Platform that Displays the
Hotel Details, Photos and TripAdvisor
Reviews for Over 220,000 Hotels, All on Top
of a Map

[custom_author=Mapov] Today we

had an insightful interview with Mr.

'Richard Jackson'; Founder of the UK

﴾Cornwall﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

IppinKa.com: An Online Crowdbuying Store
and Blog for Products that have Great
Functional Design and are Well-Made

[custom_author=Ippinka] Mr.

"Jerry Chang"; Founder of the Canada

(Toronto)-based start-up

"http://www.ippinka.com", was very

helpful and kind in … [Read More...]

BusyFlow.com: A Workspace that Creates the
Easiest Way for You and your Team to
Collaborate and Manage Cloud Apps

[custom_author=BusyFlow] Mr.

“Rimvydas Naktinis”; Cofounder of

the interesting Lithuania (Vilnius)-

based start-up

Ïhttp://www.busyflow.comÌ, has …
[Read More...]

RoadTrippers.com: A Simple and Intuitive
Road Trip Planner Platform that Helps you
Discover, Plan and Book the Best Places and
Experiences Along your Way Curated by Local
Experts and Travel Writers

[custom_author=RoadTrippers] Mr.

'Brandon Hite'; from the Marketing &

Business Development department of

the US ﴾Cincinnati﴿based startup …
[Read More...]

Mijura.com’s PriorityCentre: A Team and
Task Management Software that Makes it
Easy to Keep Track of what You and People in
your Team are Doing

[custom_author=Mijura] We had a

quick yet comprehensive chit-chat

with Mr. 'Adam Brimo'; Co-Founder of

the Australia (Sydney)-based start-up

… [Read More...]

Groupie.co: An App that Connects you with
People who Share your Interests and
Hobbies

[custom_author=Groupie] Mr. Jordan

Adler, Co-Founder and CEO of

"Groupie", explained to us a little bit

more about his US (New York)-based

… [Read More...]

Wob.io: An Online Jukebox that was Designed
with the Express Aim of Being Simple and
Easy to Use

[custom_author=Wobio] Mr. “Emir

Alp”; CoFounder of the Turkey

(Istanbul)-based start-up

“http://www.wob.io”, has given us a

good insight into his … [Read More...]

Plotified.com: An Online Community Platform
that Helps People Discover and Share their
Awesome Life Experiences

[custom_author=Plotified] We had a

very nice chit-chat with Mr.

'Dave Keller'; Founder of the US

(Sacramento, California)-based start-

up … [Read More...]

Bitrix24: A United Work Space which
Handles the many Aspects of Daily
Operations and Tasks that Allows you to
Create your Own Social Intranet in Minutes!

[custom_author=Bitrix24] We have

really enjoyed interviewing the

entrepreneur Mr.

'Dmitry Valyanov'; President of the US

﴾Virginia﴿based startup … [Read

More...]
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Contus : Mobile App

Development

Company
january 10, 2014 by bob debbas leave a comment

Today, we had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. ‘Sriram Manoharan’; Founder of

Contus at Tamil Nadu – India.

“Contus” is a leading mobile app development

company

Below is the full interview that we have conducted

with Mr. Manoharan

1.

What is i t  exactly that you do and what your

star t -up is  a l l  about?

Contus is a leading mobile app

development company which

offers varied mobi le appl icat ion

development solut ions in al l  the

major  smartphone plat forms l ike

iOS, Android and Windows. We

also offer web appl icat ion and e-

Commerce solut ions.  Our f i rm is

known for  developing wor thy,

t imely,  cost-ef fect ive appl icat ions

global ly .

2. When has your startup been founded? And

what stage is your startup current ly at?

Contus was found in 2008 as a

smal l  s tar t -up and now i t  has

spread across two places Chennai,

India and San Jose, U.S.A. It was

found wi th  min imal  s ta f f  but  now

there are almost 200 employees in

var ious departments of  our f i rm.

We currently have 5+ years of

experience, 140+ developers

deal ing with 40+ countr ies and 20

mi l l ion users benef i t ted through

our successful mobile and web

products .

3. What is your startup’s business model and

how does i t  work?

Business model of Contus is 4Ds.

We have this as the 4Ds of our

development viz., Discover,

Design, Develop, and Deliver. We

discover the needs, requirements

and work out a plan and design i t

before developing the app and

delivering it.  We also have a

test ing and maintenance team for

pre-del iver ing and post -del iver ing

suppor t .

4. How did your team meet? And who in your

team does what?

I  along with six of  my fr iends

started Contus as a startup which

is now a 5+ years old mobile

appl icat ion development company.

It was my aim since college days to

be an entrepreneur thus I  along

wi th  my other  f r iends

Balasubramaniyam, Balamurugan,

Dinesh kumar, Prakash, Thiaghu,

Amal Raj started this f irm.

5. What, exactly, makes you different from

exist ing opt ions,  what  wi l l  make your  product

and/or service stand out in the marketplace? In

other words what’s unique about you and

what’s new about what you make?

Our f i rm di f fers in three ways

from other counterparts v iz. ,

( i) We deliver services on all  the

three platforms namely iOS,

Android,  Windows whi le many

offer in one or two category alone.

( i i )  We offer cost-effect ive, ful ly

customized and t imely solut ions.

( i i i )  We are into e-Commerce and

Web products development also

thus we of fer  mul t ip le  products

for diverse needs unl ike other out

and out app developers.

6. What is  your growth l ike? And what

milestones has your startup achieved so far?

After 5 years into mobile app

development alongside web and e-

Commerce solut ions our

milestones include

﴾ i﴿  Mob eCommerce – a product of

ours ranked no. 1 in Top 10

eCommerce Startups

(ii) Contus was awarded as one of

the Top 10 SMEs in India by

Google & FICCI

(ii i) CII and NASSCOM

membership attained.

7. Who are your competitors? And what is your

startup’s competit ive advantage over them?

There are a lot of mobile app

development companies out there

both s tar t -ups and wel l

established ones. Every company

has their own pluses and minuses.

We str ive to be unique in order to

stand apart and lead the race. It’s

our innovat ive and unique ideas in

mobi le app development that

makes us stand apart in the race

and take a competit ive advantage

over them.

8. What obstacles did you face and how did you

overcome them?

Obstacles were our stepping

stones to success. There were

many obstacles r ight f rom

bui lding hir ing issues to employee

h i r ing ,  c l ien t  negot ia t ing  but  w i th

my expertise team of fr iends and

employees we easily came over

those and are marching towards

success, we may face more

obstacles in future too ( in

unknown forms)  but  our  past

experiences made us stronger than

ever.

9. What are the key things about your f ield that

outsiders don’t understand?

One of the major aspect in our

f i rm is mobi le app development

and although many seem to know

and claim that  they know A-Z of

mobi le appl icat ion development

there are always few things which

are known only to the people in

the f ield for instance there is a

myth that iOS apps are easy to

develop however that is an

absolute myth. Similar ly other key

aspects are about how an app

should be developed

professional ly,  how much of

testing is necessary, et.al.

10. Why are you going to succeed?

Our success pr imari ly  wi l l  be

through mobi le  app l ica t ion

development, al though we are

expect ing laurels f rom our other

products too. We are expecting

further success since we have

crossed major hurdles that a start-

up does in the past five years, we

have had our obstacles, struggles.

Now that we came past al l  these

and are constantly achieving we

expect success now.

11. If your startup succeeds, what additional

areas might you be able to expand into?

After success in our lead mobile

app development f ield, we may

concentrate fur ther  on our  other

f ie lds l ike web appl icat ion

development, e-Commerce

solutions. As of now we have plans

and ideas in expanding these field

and march towards success in

these. Instead of adding more

f ields, we want to be in number

UNO posit ion for these f ields, we

wi l l  work  fo r  i t .

12. Why did you choose this idea and concept to

bui ld your start-up based on?

At 2008, smartphones and mobile

apps were booming. There weren’t

much mobile app developers or

even as many smartphones as

there are now. I  and my fr iends

being tech-savvy people have had

passion for al l  these new booming

technology and we thought about

giv ing i t  a t ry and the resul t  is

what you see today.

13. What have you learned so far from launching

your idea?

I have learnt success is not a cake

walk so is entrepreneurship.  Being

a CEO wasn’t a bed of roses;

instead i t  was mostly of thorns. I

learned patience, perseverance

and si tuat ion management ski l ls

through the var ious impediments

that crossed our way in the past

few years. Many employees joined

us, few left. We expanded our

off ice i t  was al l  a mixed emotions

that  thought  me a lot  more than I

can possibly explain.

14. Six months from now, what’s going to be

your biggest problem?

Rather than claiming in as the

biggest problem, I  would l ike to

rephrase it as a big challenge.

That’s how I, my managerial

colleagues and employees see

them. Since mobile app

development is an unpredictable

field the challenge can be in any

form. It  can be new OS version or

an improved API ki t  or even who

knows a new OS for smart phones

might  pop up and I  might  need

new developers to design and

develop them.

15. What’s the benefit   for the customer/user?

The major benef i t  for  our

user /customer is  our  t imel iness.

We del iver  t imely product  to  our

c l ients  who in  turn del iver  i t  on

t ime to their  users.  Apart  f rom

that  we are known for  prov id ing

budget  f r iendly  and worthy

solut ions of  every kind in mobi le

app development.  Furthermore,

users are benefited because of our

talented and fr iendly after-sales

support  team.

16. How did customers /  users f ind out about

you?

We are spread across all social

media l ike Facebook, Twitter,

LinkedIn.  Addi t ional ly we now and

then get featured in various

newspapers both onl ine and

offl ine. Moreover we also have

cer ta in  t rustwor thy c l ients  and

customers retained who refer us to

their  c i rc le of  f r iends and

acquaintances. Thus our

networking circ le improves day by

day.

17. Who are your current customers /  users?

Who are your target customers /  users?

Current ly we are servicing 40+

countries’ users and we have

cl ients f rom these countr ies who

reach us to these users. Our target

customers include the ones from

rest  of  the countr ies.  Major ly our

cl ients are the ones who deliver

apps to the major platforms across

the globe. We target more global

customers presently.

18. Where do new customers / users come from

and what makes new customers/users try you?

Mostly the new customers come

seeing our social media presence,

referrals by our current  c l ients,

word of  mouth and our press

releases. Generally the new

customers wi l l  be interested in

try ing us for  our innovat ive apps

that we have done so far. All the

apps we have provided were

innovative and diverse thus

various customers from di f ferent

walks wi l l  be interested in us.

19. What do your customers / users say about

your  product  and/or  serv ice?

Customers and clients have given

high recommendat ions both in the

reviews and ratings as well as in

LinkedIn, FB recommendations.

One of the sample

recommendations: “Creative, on

schedule and on budget. Not task

is too small or too large.” says

Stephan B., CEO at Web Presence

Architects,  Washington D.C

20. How are you going to scale?

We have recently improved our

infrastructure and moved to a

larger campus. We further are

planning scal ing by adding more

clients, customers, users across

various nations and also in

del iver ing more products per

quarter.  We also str ive in

improving the qual i ty  even fur ther

to get more awards and laurels.

21. What’s the biggest missing feature? The one

th ing customers/users keep asking for?

The biggest thing many customers

ask is for global izat ion, al though

we are global iz ing wi th c l ients we

have our real- t ime off ice at  only

two points namely India and U.S.A.

We further wish to have more

off ices in other countr ies were we

have our major cl ients from. Since,

that  is  what our c l ients expect

from us these days.

22. Are you going to internationalize? And if  yes

how are you planning to expand your startup’s

operat ions accordingly?

As we mentioned, we do plan to

internat ional ize in  near  fu ture,

since we are expanding in terms of

employees, clients and services

thus in ternat ional izat ion is  the

logical next step in our success

ladder.  We are hoping forward for

the r ight  opportuni ty .  We as of

now don’t have concrete plans but

we do hope to have in near future.

23. How big do you think you can get? Why?

And how you are planning to achieve your

goals?

We are planning to go as far as our

efforts and talents take us. Of

course,  opportuni ty and luck are

other key factors. We don’t have a

l imit  for  achievement.  At Contus,

we str ive towards perfect ion and

keep str iv ing. Sky is our l imit .  We

won’t rest even after our goal is

reached. I f  we reach the top st i l l

we wi l l  s t r ive to  mainta in i t  and

achieve more.

24. Are you looking to hire a new workforce?

And if  yes, what job vacancies do you currently

offer and where can potent ial  appl icants

contact you at?

As we are expanding further and

further,  we are indeed planning to

hire more work forces. We suggest

the appl icants to check wi th the

careers section of our website to

know about the possible vacancies

and requirements. We hire

passionate, persistent and

enthusiast ic people who are

innovative and creative too.

25. Are you looking for  partnership

opportuni t ies or  funding f rom Venture Capi ta ls

(VC) or other funding sources? Or your

business is self-sustainable? And if  the f irst

opt ion appl ies where can potent ia l  par tners  /

investors contact you at?

We are self-sustained f irm and we

hope to cont inue the same in

future.  We do hope that  we would

make i t  to one the self-sustained

f i rms that  made to high levels wi th

no funding or sponsors. We are

happy and proud this way. We do

believe in our employees’ talents

and strength than sponsors

because t i l l  now we have worked

al l  this out by our Contus Team

alone.

26. What advice do you have for fresh

entrepreneurs?

Have a dream and follow it. That’s

the short success story of Contus.

We 7 people started from scratch

and we reached this posit ion is 5

years. Forget basic needs and

luxury for  a whi le.  Concentrate

hard and be strong. Overcome

obstacles with l ight heart  and a

cool  th inking.  Be innovat ive

because only innovation stands

apar t .

27. Finally, do you have any other comments

that you would l ike to add?

tart-Ups.Co is a nice venture and

we are impressed by the way it has

put  lo ts  of  usefu l  in format ion on

their si te. This is one of the most

useful websites in the recent

times. The questionnaire also had

a lot  of  important and precise

questions that every user needs to

know f rom an entrepreneur.
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Pro To You: Pro Athletes To Any Event

[custom_author=ProToYou] Today,

we had a very interesting interview

with Mr. 'John Bronson'; President of

ProToYou at USA - Phoenix. Below is

the … [Read More...]

OnContracting : Excellent Platform For All
Kinds Of Contract Jobs

[custom_author=OnContracting]

Today, we had a quick overview with

Mr. 'Pradeep Pradeep'; CEO of

OnCotracting in USA. OnContracting

: Excellent … [Read More...]

AbbeyPost : Brand-New Marketplace and
Community

[custom_author=AbbeyPost] 

AbbeyPost is a brand-new

marketplace and community

designed exclusively for plus size

women's … [Read More...]

Contus : Mobile App Development Company

[custom_author=Contus] Today, we

had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. 'Sriram

Manoharan'; Founder of Contus at

Tamil Nadu  … [Read More...]

SME Updated : An Online Platform Helping
UAE Entrepreneurs

1. What is it exactly that you do and

what your start-up is all about? SME

Updated – UAE is online platform that

provides its audience with whatÍs …
[Read More...]

Gozoop: A Digital Services and Products
Provider that has Created a Niche for Itself
in the E-Commerce Space

[custom_author=Gozoop] We had a

quick chit chat with Mr.

'Iyer Premkumar'; Head of Online

Marketing at the India / UAE - based

startup … [Read More...]

30SimpleSystems.com: An Online Business
Development Program that helps Companies
Create a Master Plan in the Top 5 Business
Areas

[custom_author=30SimpleSystems]

Mr. 'João Timóteo'; Founder of

the Portugal (Lisbon)-based start-up

"30 Simple Systems", has explained to

us what … [Read More...]

DZone.com: An Online Platform that
Produces and Publishes Valuable Content for
their Global Audience of Software Developers
and Architects

[custom_author=DZone] Mr.

'Rick Ross'; Founder and CEO of the

US (Cary, North Carolina)-based start-

up "DZone", took some time to

explain to us a … [Read More...]

Wabiness.com: A Professional Platform
where International Companies and
Intermediaries Connect

[custom_author=Wabiness] We had

an in-depth discussion with Mr.

"Nicolas Duminil", CEO of the

international start-up "Wabiness.com"

regarding his … [Read More...]

ShareMotive.com: A Social Incentive E-
Commerce Platform and Online Marketplace

[custom_author=ShareMotive] We

had a very interesting and insightful

interview with the young

entrepreneur Mr. "Mario S. Wilson";

Founder of the … [Read More...]

Brian Zuercher Of VenueSeen On Social
Media Photography And Managing Customer
Relationships

We present to you below a very

interesting interview conducted by

the folks at KillerStartups.com with

Mr. 'Brian Zuercher'; Co-Founder and

CEO of the … [Read More...]

Itimdi.com: An Interests Based Social
Network That Lets you Make New
Connections and Keep your Old Ones

[custom_author=Itimdi] We had a

constructive and intriguing interview

with the very young 15 years old

entrepreneur Mr. “Tal Hoffman";

Founder of … [Read More...]

LoopLR.com: A Real-Time Social Video
Platform for the Creation and Distribution of
User Produced Video Content on
Smartphones

[custom_author=LooplrLR] We have

interviewed the very resilient and

determined Mr. "David Chorlton"; Co-

Founder and CEO of the US & Spain …
[Read More...]

Pheast.com: A Crowd-Sourced Recipe Site
Where You can Take any Recipe and Easily
Tweak it to Make it your Own

[custom_author=Pheast] We had an

enriching and inspirational interview

with Mr. ‘Adam BerlinskySchine';

Founder and CEO of the US (Palo Alto,

… [Read More...]

Drungli.com: A Web-Based Adventure
Generator for Spontaneous People

[custom_author=Drungli] Mrs.

"Orsolya Tòth"; CEO and Cofounder

of the exciting Hungary (Budapest)-

based start-up

"http://www.drungli.com", has …
[Read More...]

SentioSearch.com: A Social Network that
Connects Decision-Makers with Mentors who
will Give them the Best Chance to Make Good
Decisions and Minimize Regret

[custom_author=SentioSearch] We

are delighted to have interviewed Mr.

'Tyson Brazell', Founder of the US

﴾New York﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

Triposo.com: Makes Travel Guides that Know
Who you are and Where you are and Use that
Information to Come Up with Fresh and
Inspiring Ideas on What to do while you
Travel

[custom_author=Triposo] We had an

enjoyable and intuitive interview with

the fantastic entrepreneur Mr.

'Richard Osinga'; CEO of the Germany

… [Read More...]

Valueairlines.com: An Online Free Search and
Compare Service that Offers the Latest on
Travel Related Products

[custom_author=Valueairlines] We

had a nice chat with Mr. "Drago

Maximov", CEO of the US (California)-

based start-up "Valueairlines.com"

about his … [Read More...]

Mention.net: A Media Monitoring Tool that
Allows to be Notified in Real-Time on Any
Devices About any Social Keyword Mention

[custom_author=Mentiondotnet] We

had an in-depth and lengthy

interview with Mr. “Edouard de La

Jonquière”; CoFounder and CEO of

the French … [Read More...]

LineChop.com: An Online Wait-Listing
Service that Offers a Better, More Powerful
and More Accessible Way to Manage
Restaurants Wait-Lists

[custom_author=LineChop] Today, we

had the opportunity to gain more

knowledge and insight into the

entrepreneurial world and we have

really … [Read More...]

DayGuest.com: A Platform that Enables you
to Browse and Book Online Listed Properties
by Destinations, Features and Tags

[custom_author=DayGuest]

"DayGuest"'s team was kind enough to

explain to us what their US (New

York)-based start-up "DayGuest" is all

… [Read More...]

ToFlog.com: An Online Geo Social Network
where Users can Pin any Place in the World,
Write a Comment about it and Share it

[custom_author=Flog] We had a

lengthy and interesting interview

with Mr. 'Stefano Iannarone'; Co-

Founder of the Italy (Milan)-based

startup … [Read More...]

Contactually.com: A Personal Assistant for
Your Important Contacts

[custom_author=Contactually] Mr.

Tony Cappaert, Co-Founder of

"Contactually" has given us a small

introduction about his US

﴾Washington DC﴿based … [Read

More...]

InvoiceBerry.com: An Online Invoicing
Software which is Simple and Easy to Use

[custom_author=InvoiceBerry] We

had an intuitive and very pleasant

interview with the brilliant young

entrepreneur, Mr.

'Uwe Dreissigacker'; … [Read More...]

ITNinja.com: A Free Online Collaborative
Community for IT Managers to Share
Knowledge with their Peers

[custom_author=ITNinja] Mr.

'Bob Kelly'; Founder of the US

(Haymarket, VA)-based

Company "ITNinja", has been kind

enough giving us more insight …
[Read More...]

Feesheh.com: An Online One-Stop-Shop for
Arab Musicians

[custom_author=Feesheh] Mrs. Nur

Alfayez, Co-Founder & CEO has given

us a small introduction about her

Jordan (Amman)-based start-up

company … [Read More...]

Mapov.com: A Platform that Displays the
Hotel Details, Photos and TripAdvisor
Reviews for Over 220,000 Hotels, All on Top
of a Map

[custom_author=Mapov] Today we

had an insightful interview with Mr.

'Richard Jackson'; Founder of the UK

﴾Cornwall﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

IppinKa.com: An Online Crowdbuying Store
and Blog for Products that have Great
Functional Design and are Well-Made

[custom_author=Ippinka] Mr.

"Jerry Chang"; Founder of the Canada

(Toronto)-based start-up

"http://www.ippinka.com", was very

helpful and kind in … [Read More...]

BusyFlow.com: A Workspace that Creates the
Easiest Way for You and your Team to
Collaborate and Manage Cloud Apps

[custom_author=BusyFlow] Mr.

“Rimvydas Naktinis”; Cofounder of

the interesting Lithuania (Vilnius)-

based start-up

Ïhttp://www.busyflow.comÌ, has …
[Read More...]

RoadTrippers.com: A Simple and Intuitive
Road Trip Planner Platform that Helps you
Discover, Plan and Book the Best Places and
Experiences Along your Way Curated by Local
Experts and Travel Writers

[custom_author=RoadTrippers] Mr.

'Brandon Hite'; from the Marketing &

Business Development department of

the US ﴾Cincinnati﴿based startup …
[Read More...]

Mijura.com’s PriorityCentre: A Team and
Task Management Software that Makes it
Easy to Keep Track of what You and People in
your Team are Doing

[custom_author=Mijura] We had a

quick yet comprehensive chit-chat

with Mr. 'Adam Brimo'; Co-Founder of

the Australia (Sydney)-based start-up

… [Read More...]

Groupie.co: An App that Connects you with
People who Share your Interests and
Hobbies

[custom_author=Groupie] Mr. Jordan

Adler, Co-Founder and CEO of

"Groupie", explained to us a little bit

more about his US (New York)-based

… [Read More...]

Wob.io: An Online Jukebox that was Designed
with the Express Aim of Being Simple and
Easy to Use

[custom_author=Wobio] Mr. “Emir

Alp”; CoFounder of the Turkey

(Istanbul)-based start-up

“http://www.wob.io”, has given us a

good insight into his … [Read More...]

Plotified.com: An Online Community Platform
that Helps People Discover and Share their
Awesome Life Experiences

[custom_author=Plotified] We had a

very nice chit-chat with Mr.

'Dave Keller'; Founder of the US

(Sacramento, California)-based start-

up … [Read More...]

Bitrix24: A United Work Space which
Handles the many Aspects of Daily
Operations and Tasks that Allows you to
Create your Own Social Intranet in Minutes!

[custom_author=Bitrix24] We have

really enjoyed interviewing the

entrepreneur Mr.

'Dmitry Valyanov'; President of the US

﴾Virginia﴿based startup … [Read

More...]
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Contus : Mobile App

Development

Company
january 10, 2014 by bob debbas leave a comment

Today, we had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. ‘Sriram Manoharan’; Founder of

Contus at Tamil Nadu – India.

“Contus” is a leading mobile app development

company

Below is the full interview that we have conducted

with Mr. Manoharan

1.

What is i t  exactly that you do and what your

star t -up is  a l l  about?

Contus is a leading mobile app

development company which

offers varied mobi le appl icat ion

development solut ions in al l  the

major  smartphone plat forms l ike

iOS, Android and Windows. We

also offer web appl icat ion and e-

Commerce solut ions.  Our f i rm is

known for  developing wor thy,

t imely,  cost-ef fect ive appl icat ions

global ly .

2. When has your startup been founded? And

what stage is your startup current ly at?

Contus was found in 2008 as a

smal l  s tar t -up and now i t  has

spread across two places Chennai,

India and San Jose, U.S.A. It was

found wi th  min imal  s ta f f  but  now

there are almost 200 employees in

var ious departments of  our f i rm.

We currently have 5+ years of

experience, 140+ developers

deal ing with 40+ countr ies and 20

mi l l ion users benef i t ted through

our successful mobile and web

products .

3. What is your startup’s business model and

how does i t  work?

Business model of Contus is 4Ds.

We have this as the 4Ds of our

development viz., Discover,

Design, Develop, and Deliver. We

discover the needs, requirements

and work out a plan and design i t

before developing the app and

delivering it.  We also have a

test ing and maintenance team for

pre-del iver ing and post -del iver ing

suppor t .

4. How did your team meet? And who in your

team does what?

I  along with six of  my fr iends

started Contus as a startup which

is now a 5+ years old mobile

appl icat ion development company.

It was my aim since college days to

be an entrepreneur thus I  along

wi th  my other  f r iends

Balasubramaniyam, Balamurugan,

Dinesh kumar, Prakash, Thiaghu,

Amal Raj started this f irm.

5. What, exactly, makes you different from

exist ing opt ions,  what  wi l l  make your  product

and/or service stand out in the marketplace? In

other words what’s unique about you and

what’s new about what you make?

Our f i rm di f fers in three ways

from other counterparts v iz. ,

( i) We deliver services on all  the

three platforms namely iOS,

Android,  Windows whi le many

offer in one or two category alone.

( i i )  We offer cost-effect ive, ful ly

customized and t imely solut ions.

( i i i )  We are into e-Commerce and

Web products development also

thus we of fer  mul t ip le  products

for diverse needs unl ike other out

and out app developers.

6. What is  your growth l ike? And what

milestones has your startup achieved so far?

After 5 years into mobile app

development alongside web and e-

Commerce solut ions our

milestones include

﴾ i﴿  Mob eCommerce – a product of

ours ranked no. 1 in Top 10

eCommerce Startups

(ii) Contus was awarded as one of

the Top 10 SMEs in India by

Google & FICCI

(ii i) CII and NASSCOM

membership attained.

7. Who are your competitors? And what is your

startup’s competit ive advantage over them?

There are a lot of mobile app

development companies out there

both s tar t -ups and wel l

established ones. Every company

has their own pluses and minuses.

We str ive to be unique in order to

stand apart and lead the race. It’s

our innovat ive and unique ideas in

mobi le app development that

makes us stand apart in the race

and take a competit ive advantage

over them.

8. What obstacles did you face and how did you

overcome them?

Obstacles were our stepping

stones to success. There were

many obstacles r ight f rom

bui lding hir ing issues to employee

h i r ing ,  c l ien t  negot ia t ing  but  w i th

my expertise team of fr iends and

employees we easily came over

those and are marching towards

success, we may face more

obstacles in future too ( in

unknown forms)  but  our  past

experiences made us stronger than

ever.

9. What are the key things about your f ield that

outsiders don’t understand?

One of the major aspect in our

f i rm is mobi le app development

and although many seem to know

and claim that  they know A-Z of

mobi le appl icat ion development

there are always few things which

are known only to the people in

the f ield for instance there is a

myth that iOS apps are easy to

develop however that is an

absolute myth. Similar ly other key

aspects are about how an app

should be developed

professional ly,  how much of

testing is necessary, et.al.

10. Why are you going to succeed?

Our success pr imari ly  wi l l  be

through mobi le  app l ica t ion

development, al though we are

expect ing laurels f rom our other

products too. We are expecting

further success since we have

crossed major hurdles that a start-

up does in the past five years, we

have had our obstacles, struggles.

Now that we came past al l  these

and are constantly achieving we

expect success now.

11. If your startup succeeds, what additional

areas might you be able to expand into?

After success in our lead mobile

app development f ield, we may

concentrate fur ther  on our  other

f ie lds l ike web appl icat ion

development, e-Commerce

solutions. As of now we have plans

and ideas in expanding these field

and march towards success in

these. Instead of adding more

f ields, we want to be in number

UNO posit ion for these f ields, we

wi l l  work  fo r  i t .

12. Why did you choose this idea and concept to

bui ld your start-up based on?

At 2008, smartphones and mobile

apps were booming. There weren’t

much mobile app developers or

even as many smartphones as

there are now. I  and my fr iends

being tech-savvy people have had

passion for al l  these new booming

technology and we thought about

giv ing i t  a t ry and the resul t  is

what you see today.

13. What have you learned so far from launching

your idea?

I have learnt success is not a cake

walk so is entrepreneurship.  Being

a CEO wasn’t a bed of roses;

instead i t  was mostly of thorns. I

learned patience, perseverance

and si tuat ion management ski l ls

through the var ious impediments

that crossed our way in the past

few years. Many employees joined

us, few left. We expanded our

off ice i t  was al l  a mixed emotions

that  thought  me a lot  more than I

can possibly explain.

14. Six months from now, what’s going to be

your biggest problem?

Rather than claiming in as the

biggest problem, I  would l ike to

rephrase it as a big challenge.

That’s how I, my managerial

colleagues and employees see

them. Since mobile app

development is an unpredictable

field the challenge can be in any

form. It  can be new OS version or

an improved API ki t  or even who

knows a new OS for smart phones

might  pop up and I  might  need

new developers to design and

develop them.

15. What’s the benefit   for the customer/user?

The major benef i t  for  our

user /customer is  our  t imel iness.

We del iver  t imely product  to  our

c l ients  who in  turn del iver  i t  on

t ime to their  users.  Apart  f rom

that  we are known for  prov id ing

budget  f r iendly  and worthy

solut ions of  every kind in mobi le

app development.  Furthermore,

users are benefited because of our

talented and fr iendly after-sales

support  team.

16. How did customers /  users f ind out about

you?

We are spread across all social

media l ike Facebook, Twitter,

LinkedIn.  Addi t ional ly we now and

then get featured in various

newspapers both onl ine and

offl ine. Moreover we also have

cer ta in  t rustwor thy c l ients  and

customers retained who refer us to

their  c i rc le of  f r iends and

acquaintances. Thus our

networking circ le improves day by

day.

17. Who are your current customers /  users?

Who are your target customers /  users?

Current ly we are servicing 40+

countries’ users and we have

cl ients f rom these countr ies who

reach us to these users. Our target

customers include the ones from

rest  of  the countr ies.  Major ly our

cl ients are the ones who deliver

apps to the major platforms across

the globe. We target more global

customers presently.

18. Where do new customers / users come from

and what makes new customers/users try you?

Mostly the new customers come

seeing our social media presence,

referrals by our current  c l ients,

word of  mouth and our press

releases. Generally the new

customers wi l l  be interested in

try ing us for  our innovat ive apps

that we have done so far. All the

apps we have provided were

innovative and diverse thus

various customers from di f ferent

walks wi l l  be interested in us.

19. What do your customers / users say about

your  product  and/or  serv ice?

Customers and clients have given

high recommendat ions both in the

reviews and ratings as well as in

LinkedIn, FB recommendations.

One of the sample

recommendations: “Creative, on

schedule and on budget. Not task

is too small or too large.” says

Stephan B., CEO at Web Presence

Architects,  Washington D.C

20. How are you going to scale?

We have recently improved our

infrastructure and moved to a

larger campus. We further are

planning scal ing by adding more

clients, customers, users across

various nations and also in

del iver ing more products per

quarter.  We also str ive in

improving the qual i ty  even fur ther

to get more awards and laurels.

21. What’s the biggest missing feature? The one

th ing customers/users keep asking for?

The biggest thing many customers

ask is for global izat ion, al though

we are global iz ing wi th c l ients we

have our real- t ime off ice at  only

two points namely India and U.S.A.

We further wish to have more

off ices in other countr ies were we

have our major cl ients from. Since,

that  is  what our c l ients expect

from us these days.

22. Are you going to internationalize? And if  yes

how are you planning to expand your startup’s

operat ions accordingly?

As we mentioned, we do plan to

internat ional ize in  near  fu ture,

since we are expanding in terms of

employees, clients and services

thus in ternat ional izat ion is  the

logical next step in our success

ladder.  We are hoping forward for

the r ight  opportuni ty .  We as of

now don’t have concrete plans but

we do hope to have in near future.

23. How big do you think you can get? Why?

And how you are planning to achieve your

goals?

We are planning to go as far as our

efforts and talents take us. Of

course,  opportuni ty and luck are

other key factors. We don’t have a

l imit  for  achievement.  At Contus,

we str ive towards perfect ion and

keep str iv ing. Sky is our l imit .  We

won’t rest even after our goal is

reached. I f  we reach the top st i l l

we wi l l  s t r ive to  mainta in i t  and

achieve more.

24. Are you looking to hire a new workforce?

And if  yes, what job vacancies do you currently

offer and where can potent ial  appl icants

contact you at?

As we are expanding further and

further,  we are indeed planning to

hire more work forces. We suggest

the appl icants to check wi th the

careers section of our website to

know about the possible vacancies

and requirements. We hire

passionate, persistent and

enthusiast ic people who are

innovative and creative too.

25. Are you looking for  partnership

opportuni t ies or  funding f rom Venture Capi ta ls

(VC) or other funding sources? Or your

business is self-sustainable? And if  the f irst

opt ion appl ies where can potent ia l  par tners  /

investors contact you at?

We are self-sustained f irm and we

hope to cont inue the same in

future.  We do hope that  we would

make i t  to one the self-sustained

f i rms that  made to high levels wi th

no funding or sponsors. We are

happy and proud this way. We do

believe in our employees’ talents

and strength than sponsors

because t i l l  now we have worked

al l  this out by our Contus Team

alone.

26. What advice do you have for fresh

entrepreneurs?

Have a dream and follow it. That’s

the short success story of Contus.

We 7 people started from scratch

and we reached this posit ion is 5

years. Forget basic needs and

luxury for  a whi le.  Concentrate

hard and be strong. Overcome

obstacles with l ight heart  and a

cool  th inking.  Be innovat ive

because only innovation stands

apar t .

27. Finally, do you have any other comments

that you would l ike to add?

tart-Ups.Co is a nice venture and

we are impressed by the way it has

put  lo ts  of  usefu l  in format ion on

their si te. This is one of the most

useful websites in the recent

times. The questionnaire also had

a lot  of  important and precise

questions that every user needs to

know f rom an entrepreneur.
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Label  59:  A Web-Based Appl icat ion

that  Requires No Coding Ski l ls  and

That  He lps  you  to  Labe l  Any th ing

In te rac t i ve ly  on  your  Own in  M inu tes

c i t ibuddies.com: An Onl ine Socia l

P la t fo rm That  Connects  Peop le

Enabl ing  them to  Re-Exp lore  and Re-

Discover  the i r  Favor i te  C i t ies  On l ine

and Of f l ine  Us ing  a  D i f fe ren t

Perspect ive   –   the  Loca l  One

Orac le  So lar is  Admin is t ra t ion

C e r t i f i c a t i o n s

Bi t r ix24:  A Uni ted Work Space which

Handles the many Aspects  o f  Dai ly

Operat ions and Tasks that  A l lows you

to  Create  your  Own Soc ia l  In t ranet  in

M i n u t e s !

U t r ip .com:  An  On l ine  P la t fo rm tha t

was Created to  Enhance the Overa l l

Planning, Travel ,  and Sharing

Exper iences  o f  the  Modern  Trave le r

Uboo ly :  A  Vo ice  In te rac t ive  Stu f fed

Animal  Smar t  Toy Powered by  your

iPhone or  iPod Touch

EasyWebContent .com:  An Onl ine  Web

Based Appl icat ion that  Makes

Updat ing  and  Ed i t ing  Webs i tes

Avai lab le  to  Anyone who Owns or  has

a Websi te   –  Easy

Br ian Zuercher  Of  VenueSeen On

Socia l  Media Photography And

Managing  Customer  Re la t ionsh ips

EzyOnl ineBookings.com: An Onl ine

Book ing  System that  A l lows

Bus inesses  to  Take  Appo in tment

Book ings  Right  on  the i r  Ex is t ing

W e b s i t e

P lo t i f ied .com:  An  On l ine  Communi ty

P la t fo rm tha t  He lps  Peop le  D iscover

and Share  the i r  Awesome L i fe

Exper iences

Mot i f Inves t ing .com:  An  On l ine  Broker

Of fe r ing  Innova t i ve  On l ine  Inves t ing

and Stock  Trad ing Serv ices  to  Turn

Ideas and Global  Trends in to

I n v e s t m e n t  O p p o r t u n i t i e s

Rumgr.com: A Free Locat ion Based

Marketp lace  iPhone Mobi le  App tha t

Br ings the Garage Sale Exper ience to

the Palm of  your  Hand

YELLaround.com: An Onl ine Local

Message Broadcast ing  P la t fo rm tha t

Trave ls  wi th  you Everywhere you Go

and Connects  you wi th  Everyone in

your  A rea

DZone.com:  An Onl ine  P la t fo rm tha t

Produces and Publ ishes Valuable

Conten t  fo r  the i r  G loba l  Aud ience  o f

Sof tware  Deve lopers  and  Arch i tec ts

RoadTr ippers.com: A Simple and

In tu i t i ve  Road Tr ip  P lanner  P la t fo rm

that  Helps you Discover ,  P lan and

Book the Best  Places and Exper iences

Along your  Way Curated by Local

Exper ts  and  Trave l  Wr i te rs

SpareFoot .com: The Wor ld ’s  Largest

Marke tp lace  fo r  Se l f -S to rage

Viny lMin t .com:  A Real -T ime Cloud and

Mobi le  based Col laborat ion and

Creat ion  P la t fo rm fo r  Mus ic ians

Anywhere  in  the  Wor ld

HangTrend.com: A Place where Users

can Explore  the Newest  Fashion

I tems,  Share  them wi th  Fr iends  and

ge t  Recommenda t ions  fo r  New

O u t f i t s

BandHappy.com: A Music  Communi ty

P la t fo rm  Of fe r i ng  bo th  In -Pe rson

Lessons or  Onl ine  Lessons Anywhere

on the Planet  v ia  a Video Chat  System

RocketLease.com:  A  P la t fo rm tha t

Prov ides Renta l  Appl icat ion Sof tware

for  Land lords  and Proper ty  Managers

Randomly Featured Start-Ups

Pro To You: Pro Athletes To Any Event

[custom_author=ProToYou] Today,

we had a very interesting interview

with Mr. 'John Bronson'; President of

ProToYou at USA - Phoenix. Below is

the … [Read More...]

OnContracting : Excellent Platform For All
Kinds Of Contract Jobs

[custom_author=OnContracting]

Today, we had a quick overview with

Mr. 'Pradeep Pradeep'; CEO of

OnCotracting in USA. OnContracting

: Excellent … [Read More...]

AbbeyPost : Brand-New Marketplace and
Community

[custom_author=AbbeyPost] 

AbbeyPost is a brand-new

marketplace and community

designed exclusively for plus size

women's … [Read More...]

Contus : Mobile App Development Company

[custom_author=Contus] Today, we

had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. 'Sriram

Manoharan'; Founder of Contus at

Tamil Nadu  … [Read More...]

SME Updated : An Online Platform Helping
UAE Entrepreneurs

1. What is it exactly that you do and

what your start-up is all about? SME

Updated – UAE is online platform that

provides its audience with whatÍs …
[Read More...]

Gozoop: A Digital Services and Products
Provider that has Created a Niche for Itself
in the E-Commerce Space

[custom_author=Gozoop] We had a

quick chit chat with Mr.

'Iyer Premkumar'; Head of Online

Marketing at the India / UAE - based

startup … [Read More...]

30SimpleSystems.com: An Online Business
Development Program that helps Companies
Create a Master Plan in the Top 5 Business
Areas

[custom_author=30SimpleSystems]

Mr. 'João Timóteo'; Founder of

the Portugal (Lisbon)-based start-up

"30 Simple Systems", has explained to

us what … [Read More...]

DZone.com: An Online Platform that
Produces and Publishes Valuable Content for
their Global Audience of Software Developers
and Architects

[custom_author=DZone] Mr.

'Rick Ross'; Founder and CEO of the

US (Cary, North Carolina)-based start-

up "DZone", took some time to

explain to us a … [Read More...]

Wabiness.com: A Professional Platform
where International Companies and
Intermediaries Connect

[custom_author=Wabiness] We had

an in-depth discussion with Mr.

"Nicolas Duminil", CEO of the

international start-up "Wabiness.com"

regarding his … [Read More...]

ShareMotive.com: A Social Incentive E-
Commerce Platform and Online Marketplace

[custom_author=ShareMotive] We

had a very interesting and insightful

interview with the young

entrepreneur Mr. "Mario S. Wilson";

Founder of the … [Read More...]

Brian Zuercher Of VenueSeen On Social
Media Photography And Managing Customer
Relationships

We present to you below a very

interesting interview conducted by

the folks at KillerStartups.com with

Mr. 'Brian Zuercher'; Co-Founder and

CEO of the … [Read More...]

Itimdi.com: An Interests Based Social
Network That Lets you Make New
Connections and Keep your Old Ones

[custom_author=Itimdi] We had a

constructive and intriguing interview

with the very young 15 years old

entrepreneur Mr. “Tal Hoffman";

Founder of … [Read More...]

LoopLR.com: A Real-Time Social Video
Platform for the Creation and Distribution of
User Produced Video Content on
Smartphones

[custom_author=LooplrLR] We have

interviewed the very resilient and

determined Mr. "David Chorlton"; Co-

Founder and CEO of the US & Spain …
[Read More...]

Pheast.com: A Crowd-Sourced Recipe Site
Where You can Take any Recipe and Easily
Tweak it to Make it your Own

[custom_author=Pheast] We had an

enriching and inspirational interview

with Mr. ‘Adam BerlinskySchine';

Founder and CEO of the US (Palo Alto,

… [Read More...]

Drungli.com: A Web-Based Adventure
Generator for Spontaneous People

[custom_author=Drungli] Mrs.

"Orsolya Tòth"; CEO and Cofounder

of the exciting Hungary (Budapest)-

based start-up

"http://www.drungli.com", has …
[Read More...]

SentioSearch.com: A Social Network that
Connects Decision-Makers with Mentors who
will Give them the Best Chance to Make Good
Decisions and Minimize Regret

[custom_author=SentioSearch] We

are delighted to have interviewed Mr.

'Tyson Brazell', Founder of the US

﴾New York﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

Triposo.com: Makes Travel Guides that Know
Who you are and Where you are and Use that
Information to Come Up with Fresh and
Inspiring Ideas on What to do while you
Travel

[custom_author=Triposo] We had an

enjoyable and intuitive interview with

the fantastic entrepreneur Mr.

'Richard Osinga'; CEO of the Germany

… [Read More...]

Valueairlines.com: An Online Free Search and
Compare Service that Offers the Latest on
Travel Related Products

[custom_author=Valueairlines] We

had a nice chat with Mr. "Drago

Maximov", CEO of the US (California)-

based start-up "Valueairlines.com"

about his … [Read More...]

Mention.net: A Media Monitoring Tool that
Allows to be Notified in Real-Time on Any
Devices About any Social Keyword Mention

[custom_author=Mentiondotnet] We

had an in-depth and lengthy

interview with Mr. “Edouard de La

Jonquière”; CoFounder and CEO of

the French … [Read More...]

LineChop.com: An Online Wait-Listing
Service that Offers a Better, More Powerful
and More Accessible Way to Manage
Restaurants Wait-Lists

[custom_author=LineChop] Today, we

had the opportunity to gain more

knowledge and insight into the

entrepreneurial world and we have

really … [Read More...]

DayGuest.com: A Platform that Enables you
to Browse and Book Online Listed Properties
by Destinations, Features and Tags

[custom_author=DayGuest]

"DayGuest"'s team was kind enough to

explain to us what their US (New

York)-based start-up "DayGuest" is all

… [Read More...]

ToFlog.com: An Online Geo Social Network
where Users can Pin any Place in the World,
Write a Comment about it and Share it

[custom_author=Flog] We had a

lengthy and interesting interview

with Mr. 'Stefano Iannarone'; Co-

Founder of the Italy (Milan)-based

startup … [Read More...]

Contactually.com: A Personal Assistant for
Your Important Contacts

[custom_author=Contactually] Mr.

Tony Cappaert, Co-Founder of

"Contactually" has given us a small

introduction about his US

﴾Washington DC﴿based … [Read

More...]

InvoiceBerry.com: An Online Invoicing
Software which is Simple and Easy to Use

[custom_author=InvoiceBerry] We

had an intuitive and very pleasant

interview with the brilliant young

entrepreneur, Mr.

'Uwe Dreissigacker'; … [Read More...]

ITNinja.com: A Free Online Collaborative
Community for IT Managers to Share
Knowledge with their Peers

[custom_author=ITNinja] Mr.

'Bob Kelly'; Founder of the US

(Haymarket, VA)-based

Company "ITNinja", has been kind

enough giving us more insight …
[Read More...]

Feesheh.com: An Online One-Stop-Shop for
Arab Musicians

[custom_author=Feesheh] Mrs. Nur

Alfayez, Co-Founder & CEO has given

us a small introduction about her

Jordan (Amman)-based start-up

company … [Read More...]

Mapov.com: A Platform that Displays the
Hotel Details, Photos and TripAdvisor
Reviews for Over 220,000 Hotels, All on Top
of a Map

[custom_author=Mapov] Today we

had an insightful interview with Mr.

'Richard Jackson'; Founder of the UK

﴾Cornwall﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

IppinKa.com: An Online Crowdbuying Store
and Blog for Products that have Great
Functional Design and are Well-Made

[custom_author=Ippinka] Mr.

"Jerry Chang"; Founder of the Canada

(Toronto)-based start-up

"http://www.ippinka.com", was very

helpful and kind in … [Read More...]

BusyFlow.com: A Workspace that Creates the
Easiest Way for You and your Team to
Collaborate and Manage Cloud Apps

[custom_author=BusyFlow] Mr.

“Rimvydas Naktinis”; Cofounder of

the interesting Lithuania (Vilnius)-

based start-up

Ïhttp://www.busyflow.comÌ, has …
[Read More...]

RoadTrippers.com: A Simple and Intuitive
Road Trip Planner Platform that Helps you
Discover, Plan and Book the Best Places and
Experiences Along your Way Curated by Local
Experts and Travel Writers

[custom_author=RoadTrippers] Mr.

'Brandon Hite'; from the Marketing &

Business Development department of

the US ﴾Cincinnati﴿based startup …
[Read More...]

Mijura.com’s PriorityCentre: A Team and
Task Management Software that Makes it
Easy to Keep Track of what You and People in
your Team are Doing

[custom_author=Mijura] We had a

quick yet comprehensive chit-chat

with Mr. 'Adam Brimo'; Co-Founder of

the Australia (Sydney)-based start-up

… [Read More...]

Groupie.co: An App that Connects you with
People who Share your Interests and
Hobbies

[custom_author=Groupie] Mr. Jordan

Adler, Co-Founder and CEO of

"Groupie", explained to us a little bit

more about his US (New York)-based

… [Read More...]

Wob.io: An Online Jukebox that was Designed
with the Express Aim of Being Simple and
Easy to Use

[custom_author=Wobio] Mr. “Emir

Alp”; CoFounder of the Turkey

(Istanbul)-based start-up

“http://www.wob.io”, has given us a

good insight into his … [Read More...]

Plotified.com: An Online Community Platform
that Helps People Discover and Share their
Awesome Life Experiences

[custom_author=Plotified] We had a

very nice chit-chat with Mr.

'Dave Keller'; Founder of the US

(Sacramento, California)-based start-

up … [Read More...]

Bitrix24: A United Work Space which
Handles the many Aspects of Daily
Operations and Tasks that Allows you to
Create your Own Social Intranet in Minutes!

[custom_author=Bitrix24] We have

really enjoyed interviewing the

entrepreneur Mr.

'Dmitry Valyanov'; President of the US

﴾Virginia﴿based startup … [Read

More...]
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Contus : Mobile App

Development

Company
january 10, 2014 by bob debbas leave a comment

Today, we had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. ‘Sriram Manoharan’; Founder of

Contus at Tamil Nadu – India.

“Contus” is a leading mobile app development

company

Below is the full interview that we have conducted

with Mr. Manoharan

1.

What is i t  exactly that you do and what your

star t -up is  a l l  about?

Contus is a leading mobile app

development company which

offers varied mobi le appl icat ion

development solut ions in al l  the

major  smartphone plat forms l ike

iOS, Android and Windows. We

also offer web appl icat ion and e-

Commerce solut ions.  Our f i rm is

known for  developing wor thy,

t imely,  cost-ef fect ive appl icat ions

global ly .

2. When has your startup been founded? And

what stage is your startup current ly at?

Contus was found in 2008 as a

smal l  s tar t -up and now i t  has

spread across two places Chennai,

India and San Jose, U.S.A. It was

found wi th  min imal  s ta f f  but  now

there are almost 200 employees in

var ious departments of  our f i rm.

We currently have 5+ years of

experience, 140+ developers

deal ing with 40+ countr ies and 20

mi l l ion users benef i t ted through

our successful mobile and web

products .

3. What is your startup’s business model and

how does i t  work?

Business model of Contus is 4Ds.

We have this as the 4Ds of our

development viz., Discover,

Design, Develop, and Deliver. We

discover the needs, requirements

and work out a plan and design i t

before developing the app and

delivering it.  We also have a

test ing and maintenance team for

pre-del iver ing and post -del iver ing

suppor t .

4. How did your team meet? And who in your

team does what?

I  along with six of  my fr iends

started Contus as a startup which

is now a 5+ years old mobile

appl icat ion development company.

It was my aim since college days to

be an entrepreneur thus I  along

wi th  my other  f r iends

Balasubramaniyam, Balamurugan,

Dinesh kumar, Prakash, Thiaghu,

Amal Raj started this f irm.

5. What, exactly, makes you different from

exist ing opt ions,  what  wi l l  make your  product

and/or service stand out in the marketplace? In

other words what’s unique about you and

what’s new about what you make?

Our f i rm di f fers in three ways

from other counterparts v iz. ,

( i) We deliver services on all  the

three platforms namely iOS,

Android,  Windows whi le many

offer in one or two category alone.

( i i )  We offer cost-effect ive, ful ly

customized and t imely solut ions.

( i i i )  We are into e-Commerce and

Web products development also

thus we of fer  mul t ip le  products

for diverse needs unl ike other out

and out app developers.

6. What is  your growth l ike? And what

milestones has your startup achieved so far?

After 5 years into mobile app

development alongside web and e-

Commerce solut ions our

milestones include

﴾ i﴿  Mob eCommerce – a product of

ours ranked no. 1 in Top 10

eCommerce Startups

(ii) Contus was awarded as one of

the Top 10 SMEs in India by

Google & FICCI

(ii i) CII and NASSCOM

membership attained.

7. Who are your competitors? And what is your

startup’s competit ive advantage over them?

There are a lot of mobile app

development companies out there

both s tar t -ups and wel l

established ones. Every company

has their own pluses and minuses.

We str ive to be unique in order to

stand apart and lead the race. It’s

our innovat ive and unique ideas in

mobi le app development that

makes us stand apart in the race

and take a competit ive advantage

over them.

8. What obstacles did you face and how did you

overcome them?

Obstacles were our stepping

stones to success. There were

many obstacles r ight f rom

bui lding hir ing issues to employee

h i r ing ,  c l ien t  negot ia t ing  but  w i th

my expertise team of fr iends and

employees we easily came over

those and are marching towards

success, we may face more

obstacles in future too ( in

unknown forms)  but  our  past

experiences made us stronger than

ever.

9. What are the key things about your f ield that

outsiders don’t understand?

One of the major aspect in our

f i rm is mobi le app development

and although many seem to know

and claim that  they know A-Z of

mobi le appl icat ion development

there are always few things which

are known only to the people in

the f ield for instance there is a

myth that iOS apps are easy to

develop however that is an

absolute myth. Similar ly other key

aspects are about how an app

should be developed

professional ly,  how much of

testing is necessary, et.al.

10. Why are you going to succeed?

Our success pr imari ly  wi l l  be

through mobi le  app l ica t ion

development, al though we are

expect ing laurels f rom our other

products too. We are expecting

further success since we have

crossed major hurdles that a start-

up does in the past five years, we

have had our obstacles, struggles.

Now that we came past al l  these

and are constantly achieving we

expect success now.

11. If your startup succeeds, what additional

areas might you be able to expand into?

After success in our lead mobile

app development f ield, we may

concentrate fur ther  on our  other

f ie lds l ike web appl icat ion

development, e-Commerce

solutions. As of now we have plans

and ideas in expanding these field

and march towards success in

these. Instead of adding more

f ields, we want to be in number

UNO posit ion for these f ields, we

wi l l  work  fo r  i t .

12. Why did you choose this idea and concept to

bui ld your start-up based on?

At 2008, smartphones and mobile

apps were booming. There weren’t

much mobile app developers or

even as many smartphones as

there are now. I  and my fr iends

being tech-savvy people have had

passion for al l  these new booming

technology and we thought about

giv ing i t  a t ry and the resul t  is

what you see today.

13. What have you learned so far from launching

your idea?

I have learnt success is not a cake

walk so is entrepreneurship.  Being

a CEO wasn’t a bed of roses;

instead i t  was mostly of thorns. I

learned patience, perseverance

and si tuat ion management ski l ls

through the var ious impediments

that crossed our way in the past

few years. Many employees joined

us, few left. We expanded our

off ice i t  was al l  a mixed emotions

that  thought  me a lot  more than I

can possibly explain.

14. Six months from now, what’s going to be

your biggest problem?

Rather than claiming in as the

biggest problem, I  would l ike to

rephrase it as a big challenge.

That’s how I, my managerial

colleagues and employees see

them. Since mobile app

development is an unpredictable

field the challenge can be in any

form. It  can be new OS version or

an improved API ki t  or even who

knows a new OS for smart phones

might  pop up and I  might  need

new developers to design and

develop them.

15. What’s the benefit   for the customer/user?

The major benef i t  for  our

user /customer is  our  t imel iness.

We del iver  t imely product  to  our

c l ients  who in  turn del iver  i t  on

t ime to their  users.  Apart  f rom

that  we are known for  prov id ing

budget  f r iendly  and worthy

solut ions of  every kind in mobi le

app development.  Furthermore,

users are benefited because of our

talented and fr iendly after-sales

support  team.

16. How did customers /  users f ind out about

you?

We are spread across all social

media l ike Facebook, Twitter,

LinkedIn.  Addi t ional ly we now and

then get featured in various

newspapers both onl ine and

offl ine. Moreover we also have

cer ta in  t rustwor thy c l ients  and

customers retained who refer us to

their  c i rc le of  f r iends and

acquaintances. Thus our

networking circ le improves day by

day.

17. Who are your current customers /  users?

Who are your target customers /  users?

Current ly we are servicing 40+

countries’ users and we have

cl ients f rom these countr ies who

reach us to these users. Our target

customers include the ones from

rest  of  the countr ies.  Major ly our

cl ients are the ones who deliver

apps to the major platforms across

the globe. We target more global

customers presently.

18. Where do new customers / users come from

and what makes new customers/users try you?

Mostly the new customers come

seeing our social media presence,

referrals by our current  c l ients,

word of  mouth and our press

releases. Generally the new

customers wi l l  be interested in

try ing us for  our innovat ive apps

that we have done so far. All the

apps we have provided were

innovative and diverse thus

various customers from di f ferent

walks wi l l  be interested in us.

19. What do your customers / users say about

your  product  and/or  serv ice?

Customers and clients have given

high recommendat ions both in the

reviews and ratings as well as in

LinkedIn, FB recommendations.

One of the sample

recommendations: “Creative, on

schedule and on budget. Not task

is too small or too large.” says

Stephan B., CEO at Web Presence

Architects,  Washington D.C

20. How are you going to scale?

We have recently improved our

infrastructure and moved to a

larger campus. We further are

planning scal ing by adding more

clients, customers, users across

various nations and also in

del iver ing more products per

quarter.  We also str ive in

improving the qual i ty  even fur ther

to get more awards and laurels.

21. What’s the biggest missing feature? The one

th ing customers/users keep asking for?

The biggest thing many customers

ask is for global izat ion, al though

we are global iz ing wi th c l ients we

have our real- t ime off ice at  only

two points namely India and U.S.A.

We further wish to have more

off ices in other countr ies were we

have our major cl ients from. Since,

that  is  what our c l ients expect

from us these days.

22. Are you going to internationalize? And if  yes

how are you planning to expand your startup’s

operat ions accordingly?

As we mentioned, we do plan to

internat ional ize in  near  fu ture,

since we are expanding in terms of

employees, clients and services

thus in ternat ional izat ion is  the

logical next step in our success

ladder.  We are hoping forward for

the r ight  opportuni ty .  We as of

now don’t have concrete plans but

we do hope to have in near future.

23. How big do you think you can get? Why?

And how you are planning to achieve your

goals?

We are planning to go as far as our

efforts and talents take us. Of

course,  opportuni ty and luck are

other key factors. We don’t have a

l imit  for  achievement.  At Contus,

we str ive towards perfect ion and

keep str iv ing. Sky is our l imit .  We

won’t rest even after our goal is

reached. I f  we reach the top st i l l

we wi l l  s t r ive to  mainta in i t  and

achieve more.

24. Are you looking to hire a new workforce?

And if  yes, what job vacancies do you currently

offer and where can potent ial  appl icants

contact you at?

As we are expanding further and

further,  we are indeed planning to

hire more work forces. We suggest

the appl icants to check wi th the

careers section of our website to

know about the possible vacancies

and requirements. We hire

passionate, persistent and

enthusiast ic people who are

innovative and creative too.

25. Are you looking for  partnership

opportuni t ies or  funding f rom Venture Capi ta ls

(VC) or other funding sources? Or your

business is self-sustainable? And if  the f irst

opt ion appl ies where can potent ia l  par tners  /

investors contact you at?

We are self-sustained f irm and we

hope to cont inue the same in

future.  We do hope that  we would

make i t  to one the self-sustained

f i rms that  made to high levels wi th

no funding or sponsors. We are

happy and proud this way. We do

believe in our employees’ talents

and strength than sponsors

because t i l l  now we have worked

al l  this out by our Contus Team

alone.

26. What advice do you have for fresh

entrepreneurs?

Have a dream and follow it. That’s

the short success story of Contus.

We 7 people started from scratch

and we reached this posit ion is 5

years. Forget basic needs and

luxury for  a whi le.  Concentrate

hard and be strong. Overcome

obstacles with l ight heart  and a

cool  th inking.  Be innovat ive

because only innovation stands

apar t .

27. Finally, do you have any other comments

that you would l ike to add?

tart-Ups.Co is a nice venture and

we are impressed by the way it has

put  lo ts  of  usefu l  in format ion on

their si te. This is one of the most

useful websites in the recent

times. The questionnaire also had

a lot  of  important and precise

questions that every user needs to

know f rom an entrepreneur.
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we had a very interesting interview

with Mr. 'John Bronson'; President of

ProToYou at USA - Phoenix. Below is

the … [Read More...]

OnContracting : Excellent Platform For All
Kinds Of Contract Jobs

[custom_author=OnContracting]

Today, we had a quick overview with

Mr. 'Pradeep Pradeep'; CEO of

OnCotracting in USA. OnContracting

: Excellent … [Read More...]

AbbeyPost : Brand-New Marketplace and
Community

[custom_author=AbbeyPost] 

AbbeyPost is a brand-new

marketplace and community

designed exclusively for plus size

women's … [Read More...]

Contus : Mobile App Development Company

[custom_author=Contus] Today, we

had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. 'Sriram

Manoharan'; Founder of Contus at

Tamil Nadu  … [Read More...]

SME Updated : An Online Platform Helping
UAE Entrepreneurs

1. What is it exactly that you do and

what your start-up is all about? SME

Updated – UAE is online platform that

provides its audience with whatÍs …
[Read More...]

Gozoop: A Digital Services and Products
Provider that has Created a Niche for Itself
in the E-Commerce Space

[custom_author=Gozoop] We had a

quick chit chat with Mr.

'Iyer Premkumar'; Head of Online

Marketing at the India / UAE - based

startup … [Read More...]

30SimpleSystems.com: An Online Business
Development Program that helps Companies
Create a Master Plan in the Top 5 Business
Areas

[custom_author=30SimpleSystems]

Mr. 'João Timóteo'; Founder of

the Portugal (Lisbon)-based start-up

"30 Simple Systems", has explained to

us what … [Read More...]

DZone.com: An Online Platform that
Produces and Publishes Valuable Content for
their Global Audience of Software Developers
and Architects

[custom_author=DZone] Mr.

'Rick Ross'; Founder and CEO of the

US (Cary, North Carolina)-based start-

up "DZone", took some time to

explain to us a … [Read More...]

Wabiness.com: A Professional Platform
where International Companies and
Intermediaries Connect

[custom_author=Wabiness] We had

an in-depth discussion with Mr.

"Nicolas Duminil", CEO of the

international start-up "Wabiness.com"

regarding his … [Read More...]

ShareMotive.com: A Social Incentive E-
Commerce Platform and Online Marketplace

[custom_author=ShareMotive] We

had a very interesting and insightful

interview with the young

entrepreneur Mr. "Mario S. Wilson";

Founder of the … [Read More...]

Brian Zuercher Of VenueSeen On Social
Media Photography And Managing Customer
Relationships

We present to you below a very

interesting interview conducted by

the folks at KillerStartups.com with

Mr. 'Brian Zuercher'; Co-Founder and

CEO of the … [Read More...]

Itimdi.com: An Interests Based Social
Network That Lets you Make New
Connections and Keep your Old Ones

[custom_author=Itimdi] We had a

constructive and intriguing interview

with the very young 15 years old

entrepreneur Mr. “Tal Hoffman";

Founder of … [Read More...]

LoopLR.com: A Real-Time Social Video
Platform for the Creation and Distribution of
User Produced Video Content on
Smartphones

[custom_author=LooplrLR] We have

interviewed the very resilient and

determined Mr. "David Chorlton"; Co-

Founder and CEO of the US & Spain …
[Read More...]

Pheast.com: A Crowd-Sourced Recipe Site
Where You can Take any Recipe and Easily
Tweak it to Make it your Own

[custom_author=Pheast] We had an

enriching and inspirational interview

with Mr. ‘Adam BerlinskySchine';

Founder and CEO of the US (Palo Alto,

… [Read More...]

Drungli.com: A Web-Based Adventure
Generator for Spontaneous People

[custom_author=Drungli] Mrs.

"Orsolya Tòth"; CEO and Cofounder

of the exciting Hungary (Budapest)-

based start-up

"http://www.drungli.com", has …
[Read More...]

SentioSearch.com: A Social Network that
Connects Decision-Makers with Mentors who
will Give them the Best Chance to Make Good
Decisions and Minimize Regret

[custom_author=SentioSearch] We

are delighted to have interviewed Mr.

'Tyson Brazell', Founder of the US

﴾New York﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

Triposo.com: Makes Travel Guides that Know
Who you are and Where you are and Use that
Information to Come Up with Fresh and
Inspiring Ideas on What to do while you
Travel

[custom_author=Triposo] We had an

enjoyable and intuitive interview with

the fantastic entrepreneur Mr.

'Richard Osinga'; CEO of the Germany

… [Read More...]

Valueairlines.com: An Online Free Search and
Compare Service that Offers the Latest on
Travel Related Products

[custom_author=Valueairlines] We

had a nice chat with Mr. "Drago

Maximov", CEO of the US (California)-

based start-up "Valueairlines.com"

about his … [Read More...]

Mention.net: A Media Monitoring Tool that
Allows to be Notified in Real-Time on Any
Devices About any Social Keyword Mention

[custom_author=Mentiondotnet] We

had an in-depth and lengthy

interview with Mr. “Edouard de La

Jonquière”; CoFounder and CEO of

the French … [Read More...]

LineChop.com: An Online Wait-Listing
Service that Offers a Better, More Powerful
and More Accessible Way to Manage
Restaurants Wait-Lists

[custom_author=LineChop] Today, we

had the opportunity to gain more

knowledge and insight into the

entrepreneurial world and we have

really … [Read More...]

DayGuest.com: A Platform that Enables you
to Browse and Book Online Listed Properties
by Destinations, Features and Tags

[custom_author=DayGuest]

"DayGuest"'s team was kind enough to

explain to us what their US (New

York)-based start-up "DayGuest" is all

… [Read More...]

ToFlog.com: An Online Geo Social Network
where Users can Pin any Place in the World,
Write a Comment about it and Share it

[custom_author=Flog] We had a

lengthy and interesting interview

with Mr. 'Stefano Iannarone'; Co-

Founder of the Italy (Milan)-based

startup … [Read More...]

Contactually.com: A Personal Assistant for
Your Important Contacts

[custom_author=Contactually] Mr.

Tony Cappaert, Co-Founder of

"Contactually" has given us a small

introduction about his US

﴾Washington DC﴿based … [Read

More...]

InvoiceBerry.com: An Online Invoicing
Software which is Simple and Easy to Use

[custom_author=InvoiceBerry] We

had an intuitive and very pleasant

interview with the brilliant young

entrepreneur, Mr.

'Uwe Dreissigacker'; … [Read More...]

ITNinja.com: A Free Online Collaborative
Community for IT Managers to Share
Knowledge with their Peers

[custom_author=ITNinja] Mr.

'Bob Kelly'; Founder of the US

(Haymarket, VA)-based

Company "ITNinja", has been kind

enough giving us more insight …
[Read More...]

Feesheh.com: An Online One-Stop-Shop for
Arab Musicians

[custom_author=Feesheh] Mrs. Nur

Alfayez, Co-Founder & CEO has given

us a small introduction about her

Jordan (Amman)-based start-up

company … [Read More...]

Mapov.com: A Platform that Displays the
Hotel Details, Photos and TripAdvisor
Reviews for Over 220,000 Hotels, All on Top
of a Map

[custom_author=Mapov] Today we

had an insightful interview with Mr.

'Richard Jackson'; Founder of the UK

﴾Cornwall﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

IppinKa.com: An Online Crowdbuying Store
and Blog for Products that have Great
Functional Design and are Well-Made

[custom_author=Ippinka] Mr.

"Jerry Chang"; Founder of the Canada

(Toronto)-based start-up

"http://www.ippinka.com", was very

helpful and kind in … [Read More...]

BusyFlow.com: A Workspace that Creates the
Easiest Way for You and your Team to
Collaborate and Manage Cloud Apps

[custom_author=BusyFlow] Mr.

“Rimvydas Naktinis”; Cofounder of

the interesting Lithuania (Vilnius)-

based start-up

Ïhttp://www.busyflow.comÌ, has …
[Read More...]

RoadTrippers.com: A Simple and Intuitive
Road Trip Planner Platform that Helps you
Discover, Plan and Book the Best Places and
Experiences Along your Way Curated by Local
Experts and Travel Writers

[custom_author=RoadTrippers] Mr.

'Brandon Hite'; from the Marketing &

Business Development department of

the US ﴾Cincinnati﴿based startup …
[Read More...]

Mijura.com’s PriorityCentre: A Team and
Task Management Software that Makes it
Easy to Keep Track of what You and People in
your Team are Doing

[custom_author=Mijura] We had a

quick yet comprehensive chit-chat

with Mr. 'Adam Brimo'; Co-Founder of

the Australia (Sydney)-based start-up

… [Read More...]

Groupie.co: An App that Connects you with
People who Share your Interests and
Hobbies

[custom_author=Groupie] Mr. Jordan

Adler, Co-Founder and CEO of

"Groupie", explained to us a little bit

more about his US (New York)-based

… [Read More...]

Wob.io: An Online Jukebox that was Designed
with the Express Aim of Being Simple and
Easy to Use

[custom_author=Wobio] Mr. “Emir

Alp”; CoFounder of the Turkey

(Istanbul)-based start-up

“http://www.wob.io”, has given us a

good insight into his … [Read More...]

Plotified.com: An Online Community Platform
that Helps People Discover and Share their
Awesome Life Experiences

[custom_author=Plotified] We had a

very nice chit-chat with Mr.

'Dave Keller'; Founder of the US

(Sacramento, California)-based start-

up … [Read More...]

Bitrix24: A United Work Space which
Handles the many Aspects of Daily
Operations and Tasks that Allows you to
Create your Own Social Intranet in Minutes!

[custom_author=Bitrix24] We have

really enjoyed interviewing the

entrepreneur Mr.

'Dmitry Valyanov'; President of the US

﴾Virginia﴿based startup … [Read

More...]
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Contus : Mobile App

Development

Company
january 10, 2014 by bob debbas leave a comment

Today, we had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. ‘Sriram Manoharan’; Founder of

Contus at Tamil Nadu – India.

“Contus” is a leading mobile app development

company

Below is the full interview that we have conducted

with Mr. Manoharan

1.

What is i t  exactly that you do and what your

star t -up is  a l l  about?

Contus is a leading mobile app

development company which

offers varied mobi le appl icat ion

development solut ions in al l  the

major  smartphone plat forms l ike

iOS, Android and Windows. We

also offer web appl icat ion and e-

Commerce solut ions.  Our f i rm is

known for  developing wor thy,

t imely,  cost-ef fect ive appl icat ions

global ly .

2. When has your startup been founded? And

what stage is your startup current ly at?

Contus was found in 2008 as a

smal l  s tar t -up and now i t  has

spread across two places Chennai,

India and San Jose, U.S.A. It was

found wi th  min imal  s ta f f  but  now

there are almost 200 employees in

var ious departments of  our f i rm.

We currently have 5+ years of

experience, 140+ developers

deal ing with 40+ countr ies and 20

mi l l ion users benef i t ted through

our successful mobile and web

products .

3. What is your startup’s business model and

how does i t  work?

Business model of Contus is 4Ds.

We have this as the 4Ds of our

development viz., Discover,

Design, Develop, and Deliver. We

discover the needs, requirements

and work out a plan and design i t

before developing the app and

delivering it.  We also have a

test ing and maintenance team for

pre-del iver ing and post -del iver ing

suppor t .

4. How did your team meet? And who in your

team does what?

I  along with six of  my fr iends

started Contus as a startup which

is now a 5+ years old mobile

appl icat ion development company.

It was my aim since college days to

be an entrepreneur thus I  along

wi th  my other  f r iends

Balasubramaniyam, Balamurugan,

Dinesh kumar, Prakash, Thiaghu,

Amal Raj started this f irm.

5. What, exactly, makes you different from

exist ing opt ions,  what  wi l l  make your  product

and/or service stand out in the marketplace? In

other words what’s unique about you and

what’s new about what you make?

Our f i rm di f fers in three ways

from other counterparts v iz. ,

( i) We deliver services on all  the

three platforms namely iOS,

Android,  Windows whi le many

offer in one or two category alone.

( i i )  We offer cost-effect ive, ful ly

customized and t imely solut ions.

( i i i )  We are into e-Commerce and

Web products development also

thus we of fer  mul t ip le  products

for diverse needs unl ike other out

and out app developers.

6. What is  your growth l ike? And what

milestones has your startup achieved so far?

After 5 years into mobile app

development alongside web and e-

Commerce solut ions our

milestones include

﴾ i﴿  Mob eCommerce – a product of

ours ranked no. 1 in Top 10

eCommerce Startups

(ii) Contus was awarded as one of

the Top 10 SMEs in India by

Google & FICCI

(ii i) CII and NASSCOM

membership attained.

7. Who are your competitors? And what is your

startup’s competit ive advantage over them?

There are a lot of mobile app

development companies out there

both s tar t -ups and wel l

established ones. Every company

has their own pluses and minuses.

We str ive to be unique in order to

stand apart and lead the race. It’s

our innovat ive and unique ideas in

mobi le app development that

makes us stand apart in the race

and take a competit ive advantage

over them.

8. What obstacles did you face and how did you

overcome them?

Obstacles were our stepping

stones to success. There were

many obstacles r ight f rom

bui lding hir ing issues to employee

h i r ing ,  c l ien t  negot ia t ing  but  w i th

my expertise team of fr iends and

employees we easily came over

those and are marching towards

success, we may face more

obstacles in future too ( in

unknown forms)  but  our  past

experiences made us stronger than

ever.

9. What are the key things about your f ield that

outsiders don’t understand?

One of the major aspect in our

f i rm is mobi le app development

and although many seem to know

and claim that  they know A-Z of

mobi le appl icat ion development

there are always few things which

are known only to the people in

the f ield for instance there is a

myth that iOS apps are easy to

develop however that is an

absolute myth. Similar ly other key

aspects are about how an app

should be developed

professional ly,  how much of

testing is necessary, et.al.

10. Why are you going to succeed?

Our success pr imari ly  wi l l  be

through mobi le  app l ica t ion

development, al though we are

expect ing laurels f rom our other

products too. We are expecting

further success since we have

crossed major hurdles that a start-

up does in the past five years, we

have had our obstacles, struggles.

Now that we came past al l  these

and are constantly achieving we

expect success now.

11. If your startup succeeds, what additional

areas might you be able to expand into?

After success in our lead mobile

app development f ield, we may

concentrate fur ther  on our  other

f ie lds l ike web appl icat ion

development, e-Commerce

solutions. As of now we have plans

and ideas in expanding these field

and march towards success in

these. Instead of adding more

f ields, we want to be in number

UNO posit ion for these f ields, we

wi l l  work  fo r  i t .

12. Why did you choose this idea and concept to

bui ld your start-up based on?

At 2008, smartphones and mobile

apps were booming. There weren’t

much mobile app developers or

even as many smartphones as

there are now. I  and my fr iends

being tech-savvy people have had

passion for al l  these new booming

technology and we thought about

giv ing i t  a t ry and the resul t  is

what you see today.

13. What have you learned so far from launching

your idea?

I have learnt success is not a cake

walk so is entrepreneurship.  Being

a CEO wasn’t a bed of roses;

instead i t  was mostly of thorns. I

learned patience, perseverance

and si tuat ion management ski l ls

through the var ious impediments

that crossed our way in the past

few years. Many employees joined

us, few left. We expanded our

off ice i t  was al l  a mixed emotions

that  thought  me a lot  more than I

can possibly explain.

14. Six months from now, what’s going to be

your biggest problem?

Rather than claiming in as the

biggest problem, I  would l ike to

rephrase it as a big challenge.

That’s how I, my managerial

colleagues and employees see

them. Since mobile app

development is an unpredictable

field the challenge can be in any

form. It  can be new OS version or

an improved API ki t  or even who

knows a new OS for smart phones

might  pop up and I  might  need

new developers to design and

develop them.

15. What’s the benefit   for the customer/user?

The major benef i t  for  our

user /customer is  our  t imel iness.

We del iver  t imely product  to  our

c l ients  who in  turn del iver  i t  on

t ime to their  users.  Apart  f rom

that  we are known for  prov id ing

budget  f r iendly  and worthy

solut ions of  every kind in mobi le

app development.  Furthermore,

users are benefited because of our

talented and fr iendly after-sales

support  team.

16. How did customers /  users f ind out about

you?

We are spread across all social

media l ike Facebook, Twitter,

LinkedIn.  Addi t ional ly we now and

then get featured in various

newspapers both onl ine and

offl ine. Moreover we also have

cer ta in  t rustwor thy c l ients  and

customers retained who refer us to

their  c i rc le of  f r iends and

acquaintances. Thus our

networking circ le improves day by

day.

17. Who are your current customers /  users?

Who are your target customers /  users?

Current ly we are servicing 40+

countries’ users and we have

cl ients f rom these countr ies who

reach us to these users. Our target

customers include the ones from

rest  of  the countr ies.  Major ly our

cl ients are the ones who deliver

apps to the major platforms across

the globe. We target more global

customers presently.

18. Where do new customers / users come from

and what makes new customers/users try you?

Mostly the new customers come

seeing our social media presence,

referrals by our current  c l ients,

word of  mouth and our press

releases. Generally the new

customers wi l l  be interested in

try ing us for  our innovat ive apps

that we have done so far. All the

apps we have provided were

innovative and diverse thus

various customers from di f ferent

walks wi l l  be interested in us.

19. What do your customers / users say about

your  product  and/or  serv ice?

Customers and clients have given

high recommendat ions both in the

reviews and ratings as well as in

LinkedIn, FB recommendations.

One of the sample

recommendations: “Creative, on

schedule and on budget. Not task

is too small or too large.” says

Stephan B., CEO at Web Presence

Architects,  Washington D.C

20. How are you going to scale?

We have recently improved our

infrastructure and moved to a

larger campus. We further are

planning scal ing by adding more

clients, customers, users across

various nations and also in

del iver ing more products per

quarter.  We also str ive in

improving the qual i ty  even fur ther

to get more awards and laurels.

21. What’s the biggest missing feature? The one

th ing customers/users keep asking for?

The biggest thing many customers

ask is for global izat ion, al though

we are global iz ing wi th c l ients we

have our real- t ime off ice at  only

two points namely India and U.S.A.

We further wish to have more

off ices in other countr ies were we

have our major cl ients from. Since,

that  is  what our c l ients expect

from us these days.

22. Are you going to internationalize? And if  yes

how are you planning to expand your startup’s

operat ions accordingly?

As we mentioned, we do plan to

internat ional ize in  near  fu ture,

since we are expanding in terms of

employees, clients and services

thus in ternat ional izat ion is  the

logical next step in our success

ladder.  We are hoping forward for

the r ight  opportuni ty .  We as of

now don’t have concrete plans but

we do hope to have in near future.

23. How big do you think you can get? Why?

And how you are planning to achieve your

goals?

We are planning to go as far as our

efforts and talents take us. Of

course,  opportuni ty and luck are

other key factors. We don’t have a

l imit  for  achievement.  At Contus,

we str ive towards perfect ion and

keep str iv ing. Sky is our l imit .  We

won’t rest even after our goal is

reached. I f  we reach the top st i l l

we wi l l  s t r ive to  mainta in i t  and

achieve more.

24. Are you looking to hire a new workforce?

And if  yes, what job vacancies do you currently

offer and where can potent ial  appl icants

contact you at?

As we are expanding further and

further,  we are indeed planning to

hire more work forces. We suggest

the appl icants to check wi th the

careers section of our website to

know about the possible vacancies

and requirements. We hire

passionate, persistent and

enthusiast ic people who are

innovative and creative too.

25. Are you looking for  partnership

opportuni t ies or  funding f rom Venture Capi ta ls

(VC) or other funding sources? Or your

business is self-sustainable? And if  the f irst

opt ion appl ies where can potent ia l  par tners  /

investors contact you at?

We are self-sustained f irm and we

hope to cont inue the same in

future.  We do hope that  we would

make i t  to one the self-sustained

f i rms that  made to high levels wi th

no funding or sponsors. We are

happy and proud this way. We do

believe in our employees’ talents

and strength than sponsors

because t i l l  now we have worked

al l  this out by our Contus Team

alone.

26. What advice do you have for fresh

entrepreneurs?

Have a dream and follow it. That’s

the short success story of Contus.

We 7 people started from scratch

and we reached this posit ion is 5

years. Forget basic needs and

luxury for  a whi le.  Concentrate

hard and be strong. Overcome

obstacles with l ight heart  and a

cool  th inking.  Be innovat ive

because only innovation stands

apar t .

27. Finally, do you have any other comments

that you would l ike to add?

tart-Ups.Co is a nice venture and

we are impressed by the way it has

put  lo ts  of  usefu l  in format ion on

their si te. This is one of the most

useful websites in the recent

times. The questionnaire also had

a lot  of  important and precise

questions that every user needs to

know f rom an entrepreneur.
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an in-depth discussion with Mr.
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regarding his … [Read More...]

ShareMotive.com: A Social Incentive E-
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[custom_author=ShareMotive] We

had a very interesting and insightful
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Founder of the … [Read More...]
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Platform for the Creation and Distribution of
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Founder and CEO of the US & Spain …
[Read More...]
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… [Read More...]
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[Read More...]
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[custom_author=SentioSearch] We
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'Tyson Brazell', Founder of the US

﴾New York﴿based startup … [Read

More...]
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Inspiring Ideas on What to do while you
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[custom_author=Triposo] We had an

enjoyable and intuitive interview with
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'Richard Osinga'; CEO of the Germany

… [Read More...]
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Compare Service that Offers the Latest on
Travel Related Products

[custom_author=Valueairlines] We

had a nice chat with Mr. "Drago

Maximov", CEO of the US (California)-

based start-up "Valueairlines.com"

about his … [Read More...]

Mention.net: A Media Monitoring Tool that
Allows to be Notified in Real-Time on Any
Devices About any Social Keyword Mention

[custom_author=Mentiondotnet] We

had an in-depth and lengthy

interview with Mr. “Edouard de La

Jonquière”; CoFounder and CEO of

the French … [Read More...]

LineChop.com: An Online Wait-Listing
Service that Offers a Better, More Powerful
and More Accessible Way to Manage
Restaurants Wait-Lists

[custom_author=LineChop] Today, we

had the opportunity to gain more

knowledge and insight into the

entrepreneurial world and we have

really … [Read More...]

DayGuest.com: A Platform that Enables you
to Browse and Book Online Listed Properties
by Destinations, Features and Tags

[custom_author=DayGuest]

"DayGuest"'s team was kind enough to

explain to us what their US (New

York)-based start-up "DayGuest" is all

… [Read More...]

ToFlog.com: An Online Geo Social Network
where Users can Pin any Place in the World,
Write a Comment about it and Share it

[custom_author=Flog] We had a

lengthy and interesting interview

with Mr. 'Stefano Iannarone'; Co-

Founder of the Italy (Milan)-based

startup … [Read More...]

Contactually.com: A Personal Assistant for
Your Important Contacts

[custom_author=Contactually] Mr.

Tony Cappaert, Co-Founder of

"Contactually" has given us a small

introduction about his US

﴾Washington DC﴿based … [Read

More...]

InvoiceBerry.com: An Online Invoicing
Software which is Simple and Easy to Use

[custom_author=InvoiceBerry] We

had an intuitive and very pleasant

interview with the brilliant young

entrepreneur, Mr.

'Uwe Dreissigacker'; … [Read More...]

ITNinja.com: A Free Online Collaborative
Community for IT Managers to Share
Knowledge with their Peers

[custom_author=ITNinja] Mr.

'Bob Kelly'; Founder of the US

(Haymarket, VA)-based

Company "ITNinja", has been kind

enough giving us more insight …
[Read More...]

Feesheh.com: An Online One-Stop-Shop for
Arab Musicians

[custom_author=Feesheh] Mrs. Nur

Alfayez, Co-Founder & CEO has given

us a small introduction about her

Jordan (Amman)-based start-up

company … [Read More...]

Mapov.com: A Platform that Displays the
Hotel Details, Photos and TripAdvisor
Reviews for Over 220,000 Hotels, All on Top
of a Map

[custom_author=Mapov] Today we

had an insightful interview with Mr.

'Richard Jackson'; Founder of the UK

﴾Cornwall﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

IppinKa.com: An Online Crowdbuying Store
and Blog for Products that have Great
Functional Design and are Well-Made

[custom_author=Ippinka] Mr.

"Jerry Chang"; Founder of the Canada

(Toronto)-based start-up

"http://www.ippinka.com", was very

helpful and kind in … [Read More...]

BusyFlow.com: A Workspace that Creates the
Easiest Way for You and your Team to
Collaborate and Manage Cloud Apps

[custom_author=BusyFlow] Mr.

“Rimvydas Naktinis”; Cofounder of

the interesting Lithuania (Vilnius)-

based start-up

Ïhttp://www.busyflow.comÌ, has …
[Read More...]

RoadTrippers.com: A Simple and Intuitive
Road Trip Planner Platform that Helps you
Discover, Plan and Book the Best Places and
Experiences Along your Way Curated by Local
Experts and Travel Writers

[custom_author=RoadTrippers] Mr.

'Brandon Hite'; from the Marketing &

Business Development department of

the US ﴾Cincinnati﴿based startup …
[Read More...]

Mijura.com’s PriorityCentre: A Team and
Task Management Software that Makes it
Easy to Keep Track of what You and People in
your Team are Doing

[custom_author=Mijura] We had a

quick yet comprehensive chit-chat

with Mr. 'Adam Brimo'; Co-Founder of

the Australia (Sydney)-based start-up

… [Read More...]

Groupie.co: An App that Connects you with
People who Share your Interests and
Hobbies

[custom_author=Groupie] Mr. Jordan

Adler, Co-Founder and CEO of

"Groupie", explained to us a little bit

more about his US (New York)-based

… [Read More...]

Wob.io: An Online Jukebox that was Designed
with the Express Aim of Being Simple and
Easy to Use

[custom_author=Wobio] Mr. “Emir

Alp”; CoFounder of the Turkey

(Istanbul)-based start-up

“http://www.wob.io”, has given us a

good insight into his … [Read More...]

Plotified.com: An Online Community Platform
that Helps People Discover and Share their
Awesome Life Experiences

[custom_author=Plotified] We had a

very nice chit-chat with Mr.

'Dave Keller'; Founder of the US

(Sacramento, California)-based start-

up … [Read More...]

Bitrix24: A United Work Space which
Handles the many Aspects of Daily
Operations and Tasks that Allows you to
Create your Own Social Intranet in Minutes!

[custom_author=Bitrix24] We have

really enjoyed interviewing the

entrepreneur Mr.

'Dmitry Valyanov'; President of the US

﴾Virginia﴿based startup … [Read

More...]
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Company
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Today, we had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. ‘Sriram Manoharan’; Founder of

Contus at Tamil Nadu – India.

“Contus” is a leading mobile app development

company

Below is the full interview that we have conducted

with Mr. Manoharan

1.

What is i t  exactly that you do and what your

star t -up is  a l l  about?

Contus is a leading mobile app

development company which

offers varied mobi le appl icat ion

development solut ions in al l  the

major  smartphone plat forms l ike

iOS, Android and Windows. We

also offer web appl icat ion and e-

Commerce solut ions.  Our f i rm is

known for  developing wor thy,

t imely,  cost-ef fect ive appl icat ions

global ly .

2. When has your startup been founded? And

what stage is your startup current ly at?

Contus was found in 2008 as a

smal l  s tar t -up and now i t  has

spread across two places Chennai,

India and San Jose, U.S.A. It was

found wi th  min imal  s ta f f  but  now

there are almost 200 employees in

var ious departments of  our f i rm.

We currently have 5+ years of

experience, 140+ developers

deal ing with 40+ countr ies and 20

mi l l ion users benef i t ted through

our successful mobile and web

products .

3. What is your startup’s business model and

how does i t  work?

Business model of Contus is 4Ds.

We have this as the 4Ds of our

development viz., Discover,

Design, Develop, and Deliver. We

discover the needs, requirements

and work out a plan and design i t

before developing the app and

delivering it.  We also have a

test ing and maintenance team for

pre-del iver ing and post -del iver ing

suppor t .

4. How did your team meet? And who in your

team does what?

I  along with six of  my fr iends

started Contus as a startup which

is now a 5+ years old mobile

appl icat ion development company.

It was my aim since college days to

be an entrepreneur thus I  along

wi th  my other  f r iends

Balasubramaniyam, Balamurugan,

Dinesh kumar, Prakash, Thiaghu,

Amal Raj started this f irm.

5. What, exactly, makes you different from

exist ing opt ions,  what  wi l l  make your  product

and/or service stand out in the marketplace? In

other words what’s unique about you and

what’s new about what you make?

Our f i rm di f fers in three ways

from other counterparts v iz. ,

( i) We deliver services on all  the

three platforms namely iOS,

Android,  Windows whi le many

offer in one or two category alone.

( i i )  We offer cost-effect ive, ful ly

customized and t imely solut ions.

( i i i )  We are into e-Commerce and

Web products development also

thus we of fer  mul t ip le  products

for diverse needs unl ike other out

and out app developers.

6. What is  your growth l ike? And what

milestones has your startup achieved so far?

After 5 years into mobile app

development alongside web and e-

Commerce solut ions our

milestones include

﴾ i﴿  Mob eCommerce – a product of

ours ranked no. 1 in Top 10

eCommerce Startups

(ii) Contus was awarded as one of

the Top 10 SMEs in India by

Google & FICCI

(ii i) CII and NASSCOM

membership attained.

7. Who are your competitors? And what is your

startup’s competit ive advantage over them?

There are a lot of mobile app

development companies out there

both s tar t -ups and wel l

established ones. Every company

has their own pluses and minuses.

We str ive to be unique in order to

stand apart and lead the race. It’s

our innovat ive and unique ideas in

mobi le app development that

makes us stand apart in the race

and take a competit ive advantage

over them.

8. What obstacles did you face and how did you

overcome them?

Obstacles were our stepping

stones to success. There were

many obstacles r ight f rom

bui lding hir ing issues to employee

h i r ing ,  c l ien t  negot ia t ing  but  w i th

my expertise team of fr iends and

employees we easily came over

those and are marching towards

success, we may face more

obstacles in future too ( in

unknown forms)  but  our  past

experiences made us stronger than

ever.

9. What are the key things about your f ield that

outsiders don’t understand?

One of the major aspect in our

f i rm is mobi le app development

and although many seem to know

and claim that  they know A-Z of

mobi le appl icat ion development

there are always few things which

are known only to the people in

the f ield for instance there is a

myth that iOS apps are easy to

develop however that is an

absolute myth. Similar ly other key

aspects are about how an app

should be developed

professional ly,  how much of

testing is necessary, et.al.

10. Why are you going to succeed?

Our success pr imari ly  wi l l  be

through mobi le  app l ica t ion

development, al though we are

expect ing laurels f rom our other

products too. We are expecting

further success since we have

crossed major hurdles that a start-

up does in the past five years, we

have had our obstacles, struggles.

Now that we came past al l  these

and are constantly achieving we

expect success now.

11. If your startup succeeds, what additional

areas might you be able to expand into?

After success in our lead mobile

app development f ield, we may

concentrate fur ther  on our  other

f ie lds l ike web appl icat ion

development, e-Commerce

solutions. As of now we have plans

and ideas in expanding these field

and march towards success in

these. Instead of adding more

f ields, we want to be in number

UNO posit ion for these f ields, we

wi l l  work  fo r  i t .

12. Why did you choose this idea and concept to

bui ld your start-up based on?

At 2008, smartphones and mobile

apps were booming. There weren’t

much mobile app developers or

even as many smartphones as

there are now. I  and my fr iends

being tech-savvy people have had

passion for al l  these new booming

technology and we thought about

giv ing i t  a t ry and the resul t  is

what you see today.

13. What have you learned so far from launching

your idea?

I have learnt success is not a cake

walk so is entrepreneurship.  Being

a CEO wasn’t a bed of roses;

instead i t  was mostly of thorns. I

learned patience, perseverance

and si tuat ion management ski l ls

through the var ious impediments

that crossed our way in the past

few years. Many employees joined

us, few left. We expanded our

off ice i t  was al l  a mixed emotions

that  thought  me a lot  more than I

can possibly explain.

14. Six months from now, what’s going to be

your biggest problem?

Rather than claiming in as the

biggest problem, I  would l ike to

rephrase it as a big challenge.

That’s how I, my managerial

colleagues and employees see

them. Since mobile app

development is an unpredictable

field the challenge can be in any

form. It  can be new OS version or

an improved API ki t  or even who

knows a new OS for smart phones

might  pop up and I  might  need

new developers to design and

develop them.

15. What’s the benefit   for the customer/user?

The major benef i t  for  our

user /customer is  our  t imel iness.

We del iver  t imely product  to  our

c l ients  who in  turn del iver  i t  on

t ime to their  users.  Apart  f rom

that  we are known for  prov id ing

budget  f r iendly  and worthy

solut ions of  every kind in mobi le

app development.  Furthermore,

users are benefited because of our

talented and fr iendly after-sales

support  team.

16. How did customers /  users f ind out about

you?

We are spread across all social

media l ike Facebook, Twitter,

LinkedIn.  Addi t ional ly we now and

then get featured in various

newspapers both onl ine and

offl ine. Moreover we also have

cer ta in  t rustwor thy c l ients  and

customers retained who refer us to

their  c i rc le of  f r iends and

acquaintances. Thus our

networking circ le improves day by

day.

17. Who are your current customers /  users?

Who are your target customers /  users?

Current ly we are servicing 40+

countries’ users and we have

cl ients f rom these countr ies who

reach us to these users. Our target

customers include the ones from

rest  of  the countr ies.  Major ly our

cl ients are the ones who deliver

apps to the major platforms across

the globe. We target more global

customers presently.

18. Where do new customers / users come from

and what makes new customers/users try you?

Mostly the new customers come

seeing our social media presence,

referrals by our current  c l ients,

word of  mouth and our press

releases. Generally the new

customers wi l l  be interested in

try ing us for  our innovat ive apps

that we have done so far. All the

apps we have provided were

innovative and diverse thus

various customers from di f ferent

walks wi l l  be interested in us.

19. What do your customers / users say about

your  product  and/or  serv ice?

Customers and clients have given

high recommendat ions both in the

reviews and ratings as well as in

LinkedIn, FB recommendations.

One of the sample

recommendations: “Creative, on

schedule and on budget. Not task

is too small or too large.” says

Stephan B., CEO at Web Presence

Architects,  Washington D.C

20. How are you going to scale?

We have recently improved our

infrastructure and moved to a

larger campus. We further are

planning scal ing by adding more

clients, customers, users across

various nations and also in

del iver ing more products per

quarter.  We also str ive in

improving the qual i ty  even fur ther

to get more awards and laurels.

21. What’s the biggest missing feature? The one

th ing customers/users keep asking for?

The biggest thing many customers

ask is for global izat ion, al though

we are global iz ing wi th c l ients we

have our real- t ime off ice at  only

two points namely India and U.S.A.

We further wish to have more

off ices in other countr ies were we

have our major cl ients from. Since,

that  is  what our c l ients expect

from us these days.

22. Are you going to internationalize? And if  yes

how are you planning to expand your startup’s

operat ions accordingly?

As we mentioned, we do plan to

internat ional ize in  near  fu ture,

since we are expanding in terms of

employees, clients and services

thus in ternat ional izat ion is  the

logical next step in our success

ladder.  We are hoping forward for

the r ight  opportuni ty .  We as of

now don’t have concrete plans but

we do hope to have in near future.

23. How big do you think you can get? Why?

And how you are planning to achieve your

goals?

We are planning to go as far as our

efforts and talents take us. Of

course,  opportuni ty and luck are

other key factors. We don’t have a

l imit  for  achievement.  At Contus,

we str ive towards perfect ion and

keep str iv ing. Sky is our l imit .  We

won’t rest even after our goal is

reached. I f  we reach the top st i l l

we wi l l  s t r ive to  mainta in i t  and

achieve more.

24. Are you looking to hire a new workforce?

And if  yes, what job vacancies do you currently

offer and where can potent ial  appl icants

contact you at?

As we are expanding further and

further,  we are indeed planning to

hire more work forces. We suggest

the appl icants to check wi th the

careers section of our website to

know about the possible vacancies

and requirements. We hire

passionate, persistent and

enthusiast ic people who are

innovative and creative too.

25. Are you looking for  partnership

opportuni t ies or  funding f rom Venture Capi ta ls

(VC) or other funding sources? Or your

business is self-sustainable? And if  the f irst

opt ion appl ies where can potent ia l  par tners  /

investors contact you at?

We are self-sustained f irm and we

hope to cont inue the same in

future.  We do hope that  we would

make i t  to one the self-sustained

f i rms that  made to high levels wi th

no funding or sponsors. We are

happy and proud this way. We do

believe in our employees’ talents

and strength than sponsors

because t i l l  now we have worked

al l  this out by our Contus Team

alone.

26. What advice do you have for fresh

entrepreneurs?

Have a dream and follow it. That’s

the short success story of Contus.

We 7 people started from scratch

and we reached this posit ion is 5

years. Forget basic needs and

luxury for  a whi le.  Concentrate

hard and be strong. Overcome

obstacles with l ight heart  and a

cool  th inking.  Be innovat ive

because only innovation stands

apar t .

27. Finally, do you have any other comments

that you would l ike to add?

tart-Ups.Co is a nice venture and

we are impressed by the way it has

put  lo ts  of  usefu l  in format ion on

their si te. This is one of the most

useful websites in the recent

times. The questionnaire also had

a lot  of  important and precise

questions that every user needs to

know f rom an entrepreneur.
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Pro To You: Pro Athletes To Any Event

[custom_author=ProToYou] Today,

we had a very interesting interview

with Mr. 'John Bronson'; President of

ProToYou at USA - Phoenix. Below is

the … [Read More...]

OnContracting : Excellent Platform For All
Kinds Of Contract Jobs

[custom_author=OnContracting]

Today, we had a quick overview with

Mr. 'Pradeep Pradeep'; CEO of

OnCotracting in USA. OnContracting

: Excellent … [Read More...]

AbbeyPost : Brand-New Marketplace and
Community

[custom_author=AbbeyPost] 

AbbeyPost is a brand-new

marketplace and community

designed exclusively for plus size

women's … [Read More...]

Contus : Mobile App Development Company

[custom_author=Contus] Today, we

had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. 'Sriram

Manoharan'; Founder of Contus at

Tamil Nadu  … [Read More...]

SME Updated : An Online Platform Helping
UAE Entrepreneurs

1. What is it exactly that you do and

what your start-up is all about? SME

Updated – UAE is online platform that

provides its audience with whatÍs …
[Read More...]

Gozoop: A Digital Services and Products
Provider that has Created a Niche for Itself
in the E-Commerce Space

[custom_author=Gozoop] We had a

quick chit chat with Mr.

'Iyer Premkumar'; Head of Online

Marketing at the India / UAE - based

startup … [Read More...]

30SimpleSystems.com: An Online Business
Development Program that helps Companies
Create a Master Plan in the Top 5 Business
Areas

[custom_author=30SimpleSystems]

Mr. 'João Timóteo'; Founder of

the Portugal (Lisbon)-based start-up

"30 Simple Systems", has explained to

us what … [Read More...]

DZone.com: An Online Platform that
Produces and Publishes Valuable Content for
their Global Audience of Software Developers
and Architects

[custom_author=DZone] Mr.

'Rick Ross'; Founder and CEO of the

US (Cary, North Carolina)-based start-

up "DZone", took some time to

explain to us a … [Read More...]

Wabiness.com: A Professional Platform
where International Companies and
Intermediaries Connect

[custom_author=Wabiness] We had

an in-depth discussion with Mr.

"Nicolas Duminil", CEO of the

international start-up "Wabiness.com"

regarding his … [Read More...]

ShareMotive.com: A Social Incentive E-
Commerce Platform and Online Marketplace

[custom_author=ShareMotive] We

had a very interesting and insightful

interview with the young

entrepreneur Mr. "Mario S. Wilson";

Founder of the … [Read More...]

Brian Zuercher Of VenueSeen On Social
Media Photography And Managing Customer
Relationships

We present to you below a very

interesting interview conducted by

the folks at KillerStartups.com with

Mr. 'Brian Zuercher'; Co-Founder and

CEO of the … [Read More...]

Itimdi.com: An Interests Based Social
Network That Lets you Make New
Connections and Keep your Old Ones

[custom_author=Itimdi] We had a

constructive and intriguing interview

with the very young 15 years old

entrepreneur Mr. “Tal Hoffman";

Founder of … [Read More...]

LoopLR.com: A Real-Time Social Video
Platform for the Creation and Distribution of
User Produced Video Content on
Smartphones

[custom_author=LooplrLR] We have

interviewed the very resilient and

determined Mr. "David Chorlton"; Co-

Founder and CEO of the US & Spain …
[Read More...]

Pheast.com: A Crowd-Sourced Recipe Site
Where You can Take any Recipe and Easily
Tweak it to Make it your Own

[custom_author=Pheast] We had an

enriching and inspirational interview

with Mr. ‘Adam BerlinskySchine';

Founder and CEO of the US (Palo Alto,

… [Read More...]

Drungli.com: A Web-Based Adventure
Generator for Spontaneous People

[custom_author=Drungli] Mrs.

"Orsolya Tòth"; CEO and Cofounder

of the exciting Hungary (Budapest)-

based start-up

"http://www.drungli.com", has …
[Read More...]

SentioSearch.com: A Social Network that
Connects Decision-Makers with Mentors who
will Give them the Best Chance to Make Good
Decisions and Minimize Regret

[custom_author=SentioSearch] We

are delighted to have interviewed Mr.

'Tyson Brazell', Founder of the US

﴾New York﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

Triposo.com: Makes Travel Guides that Know
Who you are and Where you are and Use that
Information to Come Up with Fresh and
Inspiring Ideas on What to do while you
Travel

[custom_author=Triposo] We had an

enjoyable and intuitive interview with

the fantastic entrepreneur Mr.

'Richard Osinga'; CEO of the Germany

… [Read More...]

Valueairlines.com: An Online Free Search and
Compare Service that Offers the Latest on
Travel Related Products

[custom_author=Valueairlines] We

had a nice chat with Mr. "Drago

Maximov", CEO of the US (California)-

based start-up "Valueairlines.com"

about his … [Read More...]

Mention.net: A Media Monitoring Tool that
Allows to be Notified in Real-Time on Any
Devices About any Social Keyword Mention

[custom_author=Mentiondotnet] We

had an in-depth and lengthy

interview with Mr. “Edouard de La

Jonquière”; CoFounder and CEO of

the French … [Read More...]

LineChop.com: An Online Wait-Listing
Service that Offers a Better, More Powerful
and More Accessible Way to Manage
Restaurants Wait-Lists

[custom_author=LineChop] Today, we

had the opportunity to gain more

knowledge and insight into the

entrepreneurial world and we have

really … [Read More...]

DayGuest.com: A Platform that Enables you
to Browse and Book Online Listed Properties
by Destinations, Features and Tags

[custom_author=DayGuest]

"DayGuest"'s team was kind enough to

explain to us what their US (New

York)-based start-up "DayGuest" is all

… [Read More...]

ToFlog.com: An Online Geo Social Network
where Users can Pin any Place in the World,
Write a Comment about it and Share it

[custom_author=Flog] We had a

lengthy and interesting interview

with Mr. 'Stefano Iannarone'; Co-

Founder of the Italy (Milan)-based

startup … [Read More...]

Contactually.com: A Personal Assistant for
Your Important Contacts

[custom_author=Contactually] Mr.

Tony Cappaert, Co-Founder of

"Contactually" has given us a small

introduction about his US

﴾Washington DC﴿based … [Read

More...]

InvoiceBerry.com: An Online Invoicing
Software which is Simple and Easy to Use

[custom_author=InvoiceBerry] We

had an intuitive and very pleasant

interview with the brilliant young

entrepreneur, Mr.

'Uwe Dreissigacker'; … [Read More...]

ITNinja.com: A Free Online Collaborative
Community for IT Managers to Share
Knowledge with their Peers

[custom_author=ITNinja] Mr.

'Bob Kelly'; Founder of the US

(Haymarket, VA)-based

Company "ITNinja", has been kind

enough giving us more insight …
[Read More...]

Feesheh.com: An Online One-Stop-Shop for
Arab Musicians

[custom_author=Feesheh] Mrs. Nur

Alfayez, Co-Founder & CEO has given

us a small introduction about her

Jordan (Amman)-based start-up

company … [Read More...]

Mapov.com: A Platform that Displays the
Hotel Details, Photos and TripAdvisor
Reviews for Over 220,000 Hotels, All on Top
of a Map

[custom_author=Mapov] Today we

had an insightful interview with Mr.

'Richard Jackson'; Founder of the UK

﴾Cornwall﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

IppinKa.com: An Online Crowdbuying Store
and Blog for Products that have Great
Functional Design and are Well-Made

[custom_author=Ippinka] Mr.

"Jerry Chang"; Founder of the Canada

(Toronto)-based start-up

"http://www.ippinka.com", was very

helpful and kind in … [Read More...]

BusyFlow.com: A Workspace that Creates the
Easiest Way for You and your Team to
Collaborate and Manage Cloud Apps

[custom_author=BusyFlow] Mr.

“Rimvydas Naktinis”; Cofounder of

the interesting Lithuania (Vilnius)-

based start-up

Ïhttp://www.busyflow.comÌ, has …
[Read More...]

RoadTrippers.com: A Simple and Intuitive
Road Trip Planner Platform that Helps you
Discover, Plan and Book the Best Places and
Experiences Along your Way Curated by Local
Experts and Travel Writers

[custom_author=RoadTrippers] Mr.

'Brandon Hite'; from the Marketing &

Business Development department of

the US ﴾Cincinnati﴿based startup …
[Read More...]

Mijura.com’s PriorityCentre: A Team and
Task Management Software that Makes it
Easy to Keep Track of what You and People in
your Team are Doing

[custom_author=Mijura] We had a

quick yet comprehensive chit-chat

with Mr. 'Adam Brimo'; Co-Founder of

the Australia (Sydney)-based start-up

… [Read More...]

Groupie.co: An App that Connects you with
People who Share your Interests and
Hobbies

[custom_author=Groupie] Mr. Jordan

Adler, Co-Founder and CEO of

"Groupie", explained to us a little bit

more about his US (New York)-based

… [Read More...]

Wob.io: An Online Jukebox that was Designed
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Today, we had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. ‘Sriram Manoharan’; Founder of

Contus at Tamil Nadu – India.

“Contus” is a leading mobile app development

company

Below is the full interview that we have conducted

with Mr. Manoharan

1.

What is i t  exactly that you do and what your

star t -up is  a l l  about?

Contus is a leading mobile app

development company which

offers varied mobi le appl icat ion

development solut ions in al l  the

major  smartphone plat forms l ike

iOS, Android and Windows. We

also offer web appl icat ion and e-

Commerce solut ions.  Our f i rm is

known for  developing wor thy,

t imely,  cost-ef fect ive appl icat ions

global ly .

2. When has your startup been founded? And

what stage is your startup current ly at?

Contus was found in 2008 as a

smal l  s tar t -up and now i t  has

spread across two places Chennai,

India and San Jose, U.S.A. It was

found wi th  min imal  s ta f f  but  now

there are almost 200 employees in

var ious departments of  our f i rm.

We currently have 5+ years of

experience, 140+ developers

deal ing with 40+ countr ies and 20

mi l l ion users benef i t ted through

our successful mobile and web

products .

3. What is your startup’s business model and

how does i t  work?

Business model of Contus is 4Ds.

We have this as the 4Ds of our

development viz., Discover,

Design, Develop, and Deliver. We

discover the needs, requirements

and work out a plan and design i t

before developing the app and

delivering it.  We also have a

test ing and maintenance team for

pre-del iver ing and post -del iver ing

suppor t .

4. How did your team meet? And who in your

team does what?

I  along with six of  my fr iends

started Contus as a startup which

is now a 5+ years old mobile

appl icat ion development company.

It was my aim since college days to

be an entrepreneur thus I  along

wi th  my other  f r iends

Balasubramaniyam, Balamurugan,

Dinesh kumar, Prakash, Thiaghu,

Amal Raj started this f irm.

5. What, exactly, makes you different from

exist ing opt ions,  what  wi l l  make your  product

and/or service stand out in the marketplace? In

other words what’s unique about you and

what’s new about what you make?

Our f i rm di f fers in three ways

from other counterparts v iz. ,

( i) We deliver services on all  the

three platforms namely iOS,

Android,  Windows whi le many

offer in one or two category alone.

( i i )  We offer cost-effect ive, ful ly

customized and t imely solut ions.

( i i i )  We are into e-Commerce and

Web products development also

thus we of fer  mul t ip le  products

for diverse needs unl ike other out

and out app developers.

6. What is  your growth l ike? And what

milestones has your startup achieved so far?

After 5 years into mobile app

development alongside web and e-

Commerce solut ions our

milestones include

﴾ i﴿  Mob eCommerce – a product of

ours ranked no. 1 in Top 10

eCommerce Startups

(ii) Contus was awarded as one of

the Top 10 SMEs in India by

Google & FICCI

(ii i) CII and NASSCOM

membership attained.

7. Who are your competitors? And what is your

startup’s competit ive advantage over them?

There are a lot of mobile app

development companies out there

both s tar t -ups and wel l

established ones. Every company

has their own pluses and minuses.

We str ive to be unique in order to

stand apart and lead the race. It’s

our innovat ive and unique ideas in

mobi le app development that

makes us stand apart in the race

and take a competit ive advantage

over them.

8. What obstacles did you face and how did you

overcome them?

Obstacles were our stepping

stones to success. There were

many obstacles r ight f rom

bui lding hir ing issues to employee

h i r ing ,  c l ien t  negot ia t ing  but  w i th

my expertise team of fr iends and

employees we easily came over

those and are marching towards

success, we may face more

obstacles in future too ( in

unknown forms)  but  our  past

experiences made us stronger than

ever.

9. What are the key things about your f ield that

outsiders don’t understand?

One of the major aspect in our

f i rm is mobi le app development

and although many seem to know

and claim that  they know A-Z of

mobi le appl icat ion development

there are always few things which

are known only to the people in

the f ield for instance there is a

myth that iOS apps are easy to

develop however that is an

absolute myth. Similar ly other key

aspects are about how an app

should be developed

professional ly,  how much of

testing is necessary, et.al.

10. Why are you going to succeed?

Our success pr imari ly  wi l l  be

through mobi le  app l ica t ion

development, al though we are

expect ing laurels f rom our other

products too. We are expecting

further success since we have

crossed major hurdles that a start-

up does in the past five years, we

have had our obstacles, struggles.

Now that we came past al l  these

and are constantly achieving we

expect success now.

11. If your startup succeeds, what additional

areas might you be able to expand into?

After success in our lead mobile

app development f ield, we may

concentrate fur ther  on our  other

f ie lds l ike web appl icat ion

development, e-Commerce

solutions. As of now we have plans

and ideas in expanding these field

and march towards success in

these. Instead of adding more

f ields, we want to be in number

UNO posit ion for these f ields, we

wi l l  work  fo r  i t .

12. Why did you choose this idea and concept to

bui ld your start-up based on?

At 2008, smartphones and mobile

apps were booming. There weren’t

much mobile app developers or

even as many smartphones as

there are now. I  and my fr iends

being tech-savvy people have had

passion for al l  these new booming

technology and we thought about

giv ing i t  a t ry and the resul t  is

what you see today.

13. What have you learned so far from launching

your idea?

I have learnt success is not a cake

walk so is entrepreneurship.  Being

a CEO wasn’t a bed of roses;

instead i t  was mostly of thorns. I

learned patience, perseverance

and si tuat ion management ski l ls

through the var ious impediments

that crossed our way in the past

few years. Many employees joined

us, few left. We expanded our

off ice i t  was al l  a mixed emotions

that  thought  me a lot  more than I

can possibly explain.

14. Six months from now, what’s going to be

your biggest problem?

Rather than claiming in as the

biggest problem, I  would l ike to

rephrase it as a big challenge.

That’s how I, my managerial

colleagues and employees see

them. Since mobile app

development is an unpredictable

field the challenge can be in any

form. It  can be new OS version or

an improved API ki t  or even who

knows a new OS for smart phones

might  pop up and I  might  need

new developers to design and

develop them.

15. What’s the benefit   for the customer/user?

The major benef i t  for  our

user /customer is  our  t imel iness.

We del iver  t imely product  to  our

c l ients  who in  turn del iver  i t  on

t ime to their  users.  Apart  f rom

that  we are known for  prov id ing

budget  f r iendly  and worthy

solut ions of  every kind in mobi le

app development.  Furthermore,

users are benefited because of our

talented and fr iendly after-sales

support  team.

16. How did customers /  users f ind out about

you?

We are spread across all social

media l ike Facebook, Twitter,

LinkedIn.  Addi t ional ly we now and

then get featured in various

newspapers both onl ine and

offl ine. Moreover we also have

cer ta in  t rustwor thy c l ients  and

customers retained who refer us to

their  c i rc le of  f r iends and

acquaintances. Thus our

networking circ le improves day by

day.

17. Who are your current customers /  users?

Who are your target customers /  users?

Current ly we are servicing 40+

countries’ users and we have

cl ients f rom these countr ies who

reach us to these users. Our target

customers include the ones from

rest  of  the countr ies.  Major ly our

cl ients are the ones who deliver

apps to the major platforms across

the globe. We target more global

customers presently.

18. Where do new customers / users come from

and what makes new customers/users try you?

Mostly the new customers come

seeing our social media presence,

referrals by our current  c l ients,

word of  mouth and our press

releases. Generally the new

customers wi l l  be interested in

try ing us for  our innovat ive apps

that we have done so far. All the

apps we have provided were

innovative and diverse thus

various customers from di f ferent

walks wi l l  be interested in us.

19. What do your customers / users say about

your  product  and/or  serv ice?

Customers and clients have given

high recommendat ions both in the

reviews and ratings as well as in

LinkedIn, FB recommendations.

One of the sample

recommendations: “Creative, on

schedule and on budget. Not task

is too small or too large.” says

Stephan B., CEO at Web Presence

Architects,  Washington D.C

20. How are you going to scale?

We have recently improved our

infrastructure and moved to a

larger campus. We further are

planning scal ing by adding more

clients, customers, users across

various nations and also in

del iver ing more products per

quarter.  We also str ive in

improving the qual i ty  even fur ther

to get more awards and laurels.

21. What’s the biggest missing feature? The one

th ing customers/users keep asking for?

The biggest thing many customers

ask is for global izat ion, al though

we are global iz ing wi th c l ients we

have our real- t ime off ice at  only

two points namely India and U.S.A.

We further wish to have more

off ices in other countr ies were we

have our major cl ients from. Since,

that  is  what our c l ients expect

from us these days.

22. Are you going to internationalize? And if  yes

how are you planning to expand your startup’s

operat ions accordingly?

As we mentioned, we do plan to

internat ional ize in  near  fu ture,

since we are expanding in terms of

employees, clients and services

thus in ternat ional izat ion is  the

logical next step in our success

ladder.  We are hoping forward for

the r ight  opportuni ty .  We as of

now don’t have concrete plans but

we do hope to have in near future.

23. How big do you think you can get? Why?

And how you are planning to achieve your

goals?

We are planning to go as far as our

efforts and talents take us. Of

course,  opportuni ty and luck are

other key factors. We don’t have a

l imit  for  achievement.  At Contus,

we str ive towards perfect ion and

keep str iv ing. Sky is our l imit .  We

won’t rest even after our goal is

reached. I f  we reach the top st i l l

we wi l l  s t r ive to  mainta in i t  and

achieve more.

24. Are you looking to hire a new workforce?

And if  yes, what job vacancies do you currently

offer and where can potent ial  appl icants

contact you at?

As we are expanding further and

further,  we are indeed planning to

hire more work forces. We suggest

the appl icants to check wi th the

careers section of our website to

know about the possible vacancies

and requirements. We hire

passionate, persistent and

enthusiast ic people who are

innovative and creative too.

25. Are you looking for  partnership

opportuni t ies or  funding f rom Venture Capi ta ls

(VC) or other funding sources? Or your

business is self-sustainable? And if  the f irst

opt ion appl ies where can potent ia l  par tners  /

investors contact you at?

We are self-sustained f irm and we

hope to cont inue the same in

future.  We do hope that  we would

make i t  to one the self-sustained

f i rms that  made to high levels wi th

no funding or sponsors. We are

happy and proud this way. We do

believe in our employees’ talents

and strength than sponsors

because t i l l  now we have worked

al l  this out by our Contus Team

alone.

26. What advice do you have for fresh

entrepreneurs?

Have a dream and follow it. That’s

the short success story of Contus.

We 7 people started from scratch

and we reached this posit ion is 5

years. Forget basic needs and

luxury for  a whi le.  Concentrate

hard and be strong. Overcome

obstacles with l ight heart  and a

cool  th inking.  Be innovat ive

because only innovation stands

apar t .

27. Finally, do you have any other comments

that you would l ike to add?

tart-Ups.Co is a nice venture and

we are impressed by the way it has

put  lo ts  of  usefu l  in format ion on

their si te. This is one of the most

useful websites in the recent

times. The questionnaire also had

a lot  of  important and precise

questions that every user needs to

know f rom an entrepreneur.
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Pro To You: Pro Athletes To Any Event

[custom_author=ProToYou] Today,

we had a very interesting interview

with Mr. 'John Bronson'; President of

ProToYou at USA - Phoenix. Below is

the … [Read More...]

OnContracting : Excellent Platform For All
Kinds Of Contract Jobs

[custom_author=OnContracting]

Today, we had a quick overview with

Mr. 'Pradeep Pradeep'; CEO of

OnCotracting in USA. OnContracting

: Excellent … [Read More...]

AbbeyPost : Brand-New Marketplace and
Community

[custom_author=AbbeyPost] 

AbbeyPost is a brand-new

marketplace and community

designed exclusively for plus size

women's … [Read More...]

Contus : Mobile App Development Company

[custom_author=Contus] Today, we

had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. 'Sriram

Manoharan'; Founder of Contus at

Tamil Nadu  … [Read More...]

SME Updated : An Online Platform Helping
UAE Entrepreneurs

1. What is it exactly that you do and

what your start-up is all about? SME

Updated – UAE is online platform that

provides its audience with whatÍs …
[Read More...]

Gozoop: A Digital Services and Products
Provider that has Created a Niche for Itself
in the E-Commerce Space

[custom_author=Gozoop] We had a

quick chit chat with Mr.

'Iyer Premkumar'; Head of Online

Marketing at the India / UAE - based

startup … [Read More...]

30SimpleSystems.com: An Online Business
Development Program that helps Companies
Create a Master Plan in the Top 5 Business
Areas

[custom_author=30SimpleSystems]

Mr. 'João Timóteo'; Founder of

the Portugal (Lisbon)-based start-up

"30 Simple Systems", has explained to

us what … [Read More...]

DZone.com: An Online Platform that
Produces and Publishes Valuable Content for
their Global Audience of Software Developers
and Architects

[custom_author=DZone] Mr.

'Rick Ross'; Founder and CEO of the

US (Cary, North Carolina)-based start-

up "DZone", took some time to

explain to us a … [Read More...]

Wabiness.com: A Professional Platform
where International Companies and
Intermediaries Connect

[custom_author=Wabiness] We had

an in-depth discussion with Mr.

"Nicolas Duminil", CEO of the

international start-up "Wabiness.com"

regarding his … [Read More...]

ShareMotive.com: A Social Incentive E-
Commerce Platform and Online Marketplace

[custom_author=ShareMotive] We

had a very interesting and insightful

interview with the young

entrepreneur Mr. "Mario S. Wilson";

Founder of the … [Read More...]

Brian Zuercher Of VenueSeen On Social
Media Photography And Managing Customer
Relationships

We present to you below a very

interesting interview conducted by

the folks at KillerStartups.com with

Mr. 'Brian Zuercher'; Co-Founder and

CEO of the … [Read More...]

Itimdi.com: An Interests Based Social
Network That Lets you Make New
Connections and Keep your Old Ones

[custom_author=Itimdi] We had a

constructive and intriguing interview

with the very young 15 years old

entrepreneur Mr. “Tal Hoffman";

Founder of … [Read More...]

LoopLR.com: A Real-Time Social Video
Platform for the Creation and Distribution of
User Produced Video Content on
Smartphones

[custom_author=LooplrLR] We have

interviewed the very resilient and

determined Mr. "David Chorlton"; Co-

Founder and CEO of the US & Spain …
[Read More...]

Pheast.com: A Crowd-Sourced Recipe Site
Where You can Take any Recipe and Easily
Tweak it to Make it your Own

[custom_author=Pheast] We had an

enriching and inspirational interview

with Mr. ‘Adam BerlinskySchine';

Founder and CEO of the US (Palo Alto,

… [Read More...]

Drungli.com: A Web-Based Adventure
Generator for Spontaneous People

[custom_author=Drungli] Mrs.

"Orsolya Tòth"; CEO and Cofounder

of the exciting Hungary (Budapest)-

based start-up

"http://www.drungli.com", has …
[Read More...]

SentioSearch.com: A Social Network that
Connects Decision-Makers with Mentors who
will Give them the Best Chance to Make Good
Decisions and Minimize Regret

[custom_author=SentioSearch] We

are delighted to have interviewed Mr.

'Tyson Brazell', Founder of the US

﴾New York﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

Triposo.com: Makes Travel Guides that Know
Who you are and Where you are and Use that
Information to Come Up with Fresh and
Inspiring Ideas on What to do while you
Travel

[custom_author=Triposo] We had an

enjoyable and intuitive interview with

the fantastic entrepreneur Mr.

'Richard Osinga'; CEO of the Germany

… [Read More...]

Valueairlines.com: An Online Free Search and
Compare Service that Offers the Latest on
Travel Related Products

[custom_author=Valueairlines] We

had a nice chat with Mr. "Drago

Maximov", CEO of the US (California)-

based start-up "Valueairlines.com"

about his … [Read More...]

Mention.net: A Media Monitoring Tool that
Allows to be Notified in Real-Time on Any
Devices About any Social Keyword Mention

[custom_author=Mentiondotnet] We

had an in-depth and lengthy

interview with Mr. “Edouard de La

Jonquière”; CoFounder and CEO of

the French … [Read More...]

LineChop.com: An Online Wait-Listing
Service that Offers a Better, More Powerful
and More Accessible Way to Manage
Restaurants Wait-Lists

[custom_author=LineChop] Today, we

had the opportunity to gain more

knowledge and insight into the

entrepreneurial world and we have

really … [Read More...]

DayGuest.com: A Platform that Enables you
to Browse and Book Online Listed Properties
by Destinations, Features and Tags

[custom_author=DayGuest]

"DayGuest"'s team was kind enough to

explain to us what their US (New

York)-based start-up "DayGuest" is all

… [Read More...]

ToFlog.com: An Online Geo Social Network
where Users can Pin any Place in the World,
Write a Comment about it and Share it

[custom_author=Flog] We had a

lengthy and interesting interview

with Mr. 'Stefano Iannarone'; Co-

Founder of the Italy (Milan)-based

startup … [Read More...]

Contactually.com: A Personal Assistant for
Your Important Contacts

[custom_author=Contactually] Mr.

Tony Cappaert, Co-Founder of

"Contactually" has given us a small

introduction about his US

﴾Washington DC﴿based … [Read

More...]

InvoiceBerry.com: An Online Invoicing
Software which is Simple and Easy to Use

[custom_author=InvoiceBerry] We

had an intuitive and very pleasant

interview with the brilliant young

entrepreneur, Mr.

'Uwe Dreissigacker'; … [Read More...]

ITNinja.com: A Free Online Collaborative
Community for IT Managers to Share
Knowledge with their Peers

[custom_author=ITNinja] Mr.

'Bob Kelly'; Founder of the US

(Haymarket, VA)-based

Company "ITNinja", has been kind

enough giving us more insight …
[Read More...]

Feesheh.com: An Online One-Stop-Shop for
Arab Musicians

[custom_author=Feesheh] Mrs. Nur

Alfayez, Co-Founder & CEO has given

us a small introduction about her

Jordan (Amman)-based start-up

company … [Read More...]

Mapov.com: A Platform that Displays the
Hotel Details, Photos and TripAdvisor
Reviews for Over 220,000 Hotels, All on Top
of a Map

[custom_author=Mapov] Today we

had an insightful interview with Mr.

'Richard Jackson'; Founder of the UK

﴾Cornwall﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

IppinKa.com: An Online Crowdbuying Store
and Blog for Products that have Great
Functional Design and are Well-Made

[custom_author=Ippinka] Mr.

"Jerry Chang"; Founder of the Canada

(Toronto)-based start-up

"http://www.ippinka.com", was very

helpful and kind in … [Read More...]

BusyFlow.com: A Workspace that Creates the
Easiest Way for You and your Team to
Collaborate and Manage Cloud Apps

[custom_author=BusyFlow] Mr.

“Rimvydas Naktinis”; Cofounder of

the interesting Lithuania (Vilnius)-

based start-up

Ïhttp://www.busyflow.comÌ, has …
[Read More...]

RoadTrippers.com: A Simple and Intuitive
Road Trip Planner Platform that Helps you
Discover, Plan and Book the Best Places and
Experiences Along your Way Curated by Local
Experts and Travel Writers

[custom_author=RoadTrippers] Mr.

'Brandon Hite'; from the Marketing &

Business Development department of

the US ﴾Cincinnati﴿based startup …
[Read More...]

Mijura.com’s PriorityCentre: A Team and
Task Management Software that Makes it
Easy to Keep Track of what You and People in
your Team are Doing

[custom_author=Mijura] We had a

quick yet comprehensive chit-chat

with Mr. 'Adam Brimo'; Co-Founder of

the Australia (Sydney)-based start-up

… [Read More...]

Groupie.co: An App that Connects you with
People who Share your Interests and
Hobbies

[custom_author=Groupie] Mr. Jordan

Adler, Co-Founder and CEO of

"Groupie", explained to us a little bit

more about his US (New York)-based

… [Read More...]

Wob.io: An Online Jukebox that was Designed
with the Express Aim of Being Simple and
Easy to Use

[custom_author=Wobio] Mr. “Emir

Alp”; CoFounder of the Turkey

(Istanbul)-based start-up

“http://www.wob.io”, has given us a

good insight into his … [Read More...]

Plotified.com: An Online Community Platform
that Helps People Discover and Share their
Awesome Life Experiences

[custom_author=Plotified] We had a

very nice chit-chat with Mr.

'Dave Keller'; Founder of the US

(Sacramento, California)-based start-

up … [Read More...]

Bitrix24: A United Work Space which
Handles the many Aspects of Daily
Operations and Tasks that Allows you to
Create your Own Social Intranet in Minutes!

[custom_author=Bitrix24] We have

really enjoyed interviewing the

entrepreneur Mr.

'Dmitry Valyanov'; President of the US

﴾Virginia﴿based startup … [Read

More...]
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Contus : Mobile App

Development

Company
january 10, 2014 by bob debbas leave a comment

Today, we had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. ‘Sriram Manoharan’; Founder of

Contus at Tamil Nadu – India.

“Contus” is a leading mobile app development

company

Below is the full interview that we have conducted

with Mr. Manoharan

1.

What is i t  exactly that you do and what your

star t -up is  a l l  about?

Contus is a leading mobile app

development company which

offers varied mobi le appl icat ion

development solut ions in al l  the

major  smartphone plat forms l ike

iOS, Android and Windows. We

also offer web appl icat ion and e-

Commerce solut ions.  Our f i rm is

known for  developing wor thy,

t imely,  cost-ef fect ive appl icat ions

global ly .

2. When has your startup been founded? And

what stage is your startup current ly at?

Contus was found in 2008 as a

smal l  s tar t -up and now i t  has

spread across two places Chennai,

India and San Jose, U.S.A. It was

found wi th  min imal  s ta f f  but  now

there are almost 200 employees in

var ious departments of  our f i rm.

We currently have 5+ years of

experience, 140+ developers

deal ing with 40+ countr ies and 20

mi l l ion users benef i t ted through

our successful mobile and web

products .

3. What is your startup’s business model and

how does i t  work?

Business model of Contus is 4Ds.

We have this as the 4Ds of our

development viz., Discover,

Design, Develop, and Deliver. We

discover the needs, requirements

and work out a plan and design i t

before developing the app and

delivering it.  We also have a

test ing and maintenance team for

pre-del iver ing and post -del iver ing

suppor t .

4. How did your team meet? And who in your

team does what?

I  along with six of  my fr iends

started Contus as a startup which

is now a 5+ years old mobile

appl icat ion development company.

It was my aim since college days to

be an entrepreneur thus I  along

wi th  my other  f r iends

Balasubramaniyam, Balamurugan,

Dinesh kumar, Prakash, Thiaghu,

Amal Raj started this f irm.

5. What, exactly, makes you different from

exist ing opt ions,  what  wi l l  make your  product

and/or service stand out in the marketplace? In

other words what’s unique about you and

what’s new about what you make?

Our f i rm di f fers in three ways

from other counterparts v iz. ,

( i) We deliver services on all  the

three platforms namely iOS,

Android,  Windows whi le many

offer in one or two category alone.

( i i )  We offer cost-effect ive, ful ly

customized and t imely solut ions.

( i i i )  We are into e-Commerce and

Web products development also

thus we of fer  mul t ip le  products

for diverse needs unl ike other out

and out app developers.

6. What is  your growth l ike? And what

milestones has your startup achieved so far?

After 5 years into mobile app

development alongside web and e-

Commerce solut ions our

milestones include

﴾ i﴿  Mob eCommerce – a product of

ours ranked no. 1 in Top 10

eCommerce Startups

(ii) Contus was awarded as one of

the Top 10 SMEs in India by

Google & FICCI

(ii i) CII and NASSCOM

membership attained.

7. Who are your competitors? And what is your

startup’s competit ive advantage over them?

There are a lot of mobile app

development companies out there

both s tar t -ups and wel l

established ones. Every company

has their own pluses and minuses.

We str ive to be unique in order to

stand apart and lead the race. It’s

our innovat ive and unique ideas in

mobi le app development that

makes us stand apart in the race

and take a competit ive advantage

over them.

8. What obstacles did you face and how did you

overcome them?

Obstacles were our stepping

stones to success. There were

many obstacles r ight f rom

bui lding hir ing issues to employee

h i r ing ,  c l ien t  negot ia t ing  but  w i th

my expertise team of fr iends and

employees we easily came over

those and are marching towards

success, we may face more

obstacles in future too ( in

unknown forms)  but  our  past

experiences made us stronger than

ever.

9. What are the key things about your f ield that

outsiders don’t understand?

One of the major aspect in our

f i rm is mobi le app development

and although many seem to know

and claim that  they know A-Z of

mobi le appl icat ion development

there are always few things which

are known only to the people in

the f ield for instance there is a

myth that iOS apps are easy to

develop however that is an

absolute myth. Similar ly other key

aspects are about how an app

should be developed

professional ly,  how much of

testing is necessary, et.al.

10. Why are you going to succeed?

Our success pr imari ly  wi l l  be

through mobi le  app l ica t ion

development, al though we are

expect ing laurels f rom our other

products too. We are expecting

further success since we have

crossed major hurdles that a start-

up does in the past five years, we

have had our obstacles, struggles.

Now that we came past al l  these

and are constantly achieving we

expect success now.

11. If your startup succeeds, what additional

areas might you be able to expand into?

After success in our lead mobile

app development f ield, we may

concentrate fur ther  on our  other

f ie lds l ike web appl icat ion

development, e-Commerce

solutions. As of now we have plans

and ideas in expanding these field

and march towards success in

these. Instead of adding more

f ields, we want to be in number

UNO posit ion for these f ields, we

wi l l  work  fo r  i t .

12. Why did you choose this idea and concept to

bui ld your start-up based on?

At 2008, smartphones and mobile

apps were booming. There weren’t

much mobile app developers or

even as many smartphones as

there are now. I  and my fr iends

being tech-savvy people have had

passion for al l  these new booming

technology and we thought about

giv ing i t  a t ry and the resul t  is

what you see today.

13. What have you learned so far from launching

your idea?

I have learnt success is not a cake

walk so is entrepreneurship.  Being

a CEO wasn’t a bed of roses;

instead i t  was mostly of thorns. I

learned patience, perseverance

and si tuat ion management ski l ls

through the var ious impediments

that crossed our way in the past

few years. Many employees joined

us, few left. We expanded our

off ice i t  was al l  a mixed emotions

that  thought  me a lot  more than I

can possibly explain.

14. Six months from now, what’s going to be

your biggest problem?

Rather than claiming in as the

biggest problem, I  would l ike to

rephrase it as a big challenge.

That’s how I, my managerial

colleagues and employees see

them. Since mobile app

development is an unpredictable

field the challenge can be in any

form. It  can be new OS version or

an improved API ki t  or even who

knows a new OS for smart phones

might  pop up and I  might  need

new developers to design and

develop them.

15. What’s the benefit   for the customer/user?

The major benef i t  for  our

user /customer is  our  t imel iness.

We del iver  t imely product  to  our

c l ients  who in  turn del iver  i t  on

t ime to their  users.  Apart  f rom

that  we are known for  prov id ing

budget  f r iendly  and worthy

solut ions of  every kind in mobi le

app development.  Furthermore,

users are benefited because of our

talented and fr iendly after-sales

support  team.

16. How did customers /  users f ind out about

you?

We are spread across all social

media l ike Facebook, Twitter,

LinkedIn.  Addi t ional ly we now and

then get featured in various

newspapers both onl ine and

offl ine. Moreover we also have

cer ta in  t rustwor thy c l ients  and

customers retained who refer us to

their  c i rc le of  f r iends and

acquaintances. Thus our

networking circ le improves day by

day.

17. Who are your current customers /  users?

Who are your target customers /  users?

Current ly we are servicing 40+

countries’ users and we have

cl ients f rom these countr ies who

reach us to these users. Our target

customers include the ones from

rest  of  the countr ies.  Major ly our

cl ients are the ones who deliver

apps to the major platforms across

the globe. We target more global

customers presently.

18. Where do new customers / users come from

and what makes new customers/users try you?

Mostly the new customers come

seeing our social media presence,

referrals by our current  c l ients,

word of  mouth and our press

releases. Generally the new

customers wi l l  be interested in

try ing us for  our innovat ive apps

that we have done so far. All the

apps we have provided were

innovative and diverse thus

various customers from di f ferent

walks wi l l  be interested in us.

19. What do your customers / users say about

your  product  and/or  serv ice?

Customers and clients have given

high recommendat ions both in the

reviews and ratings as well as in

LinkedIn, FB recommendations.

One of the sample

recommendations: “Creative, on

schedule and on budget. Not task

is too small or too large.” says

Stephan B., CEO at Web Presence

Architects,  Washington D.C

20. How are you going to scale?

We have recently improved our

infrastructure and moved to a

larger campus. We further are

planning scal ing by adding more

clients, customers, users across

various nations and also in

del iver ing more products per

quarter.  We also str ive in

improving the qual i ty  even fur ther

to get more awards and laurels.

21. What’s the biggest missing feature? The one

th ing customers/users keep asking for?

The biggest thing many customers

ask is for global izat ion, al though

we are global iz ing wi th c l ients we

have our real- t ime off ice at  only

two points namely India and U.S.A.

We further wish to have more

off ices in other countr ies were we

have our major cl ients from. Since,

that  is  what our c l ients expect

from us these days.

22. Are you going to internationalize? And if  yes

how are you planning to expand your startup’s

operat ions accordingly?

As we mentioned, we do plan to

internat ional ize in  near  fu ture,

since we are expanding in terms of

employees, clients and services

thus in ternat ional izat ion is  the

logical next step in our success

ladder.  We are hoping forward for

the r ight  opportuni ty .  We as of

now don’t have concrete plans but

we do hope to have in near future.

23. How big do you think you can get? Why?

And how you are planning to achieve your

goals?

We are planning to go as far as our

efforts and talents take us. Of

course,  opportuni ty and luck are

other key factors. We don’t have a

l imit  for  achievement.  At Contus,

we str ive towards perfect ion and

keep str iv ing. Sky is our l imit .  We

won’t rest even after our goal is

reached. I f  we reach the top st i l l

we wi l l  s t r ive to  mainta in i t  and

achieve more.

24. Are you looking to hire a new workforce?

And if  yes, what job vacancies do you currently

offer and where can potent ial  appl icants

contact you at?

As we are expanding further and

further,  we are indeed planning to

hire more work forces. We suggest

the appl icants to check wi th the

careers section of our website to

know about the possible vacancies

and requirements. We hire

passionate, persistent and

enthusiast ic people who are

innovative and creative too.

25. Are you looking for  partnership

opportuni t ies or  funding f rom Venture Capi ta ls

(VC) or other funding sources? Or your

business is self-sustainable? And if  the f irst

opt ion appl ies where can potent ia l  par tners  /

investors contact you at?

We are self-sustained f irm and we

hope to cont inue the same in

future.  We do hope that  we would

make i t  to one the self-sustained

f i rms that  made to high levels wi th

no funding or sponsors. We are

happy and proud this way. We do

believe in our employees’ talents

and strength than sponsors

because t i l l  now we have worked

al l  this out by our Contus Team

alone.

26. What advice do you have for fresh

entrepreneurs?

Have a dream and follow it. That’s

the short success story of Contus.

We 7 people started from scratch

and we reached this posit ion is 5

years. Forget basic needs and

luxury for  a whi le.  Concentrate

hard and be strong. Overcome

obstacles with l ight heart  and a

cool  th inking.  Be innovat ive

because only innovation stands

apar t .

27. Finally, do you have any other comments

that you would l ike to add?

tart-Ups.Co is a nice venture and

we are impressed by the way it has

put  lo ts  of  usefu l  in format ion on

their si te. This is one of the most

useful websites in the recent

times. The questionnaire also had

a lot  of  important and precise

questions that every user needs to

know f rom an entrepreneur.
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Randomly Featured Start-Ups

Pro To You: Pro Athletes To Any Event

[custom_author=ProToYou] Today,

we had a very interesting interview

with Mr. 'John Bronson'; President of

ProToYou at USA - Phoenix. Below is

the … [Read More...]

OnContracting : Excellent Platform For All
Kinds Of Contract Jobs

[custom_author=OnContracting]

Today, we had a quick overview with

Mr. 'Pradeep Pradeep'; CEO of

OnCotracting in USA. OnContracting

: Excellent … [Read More...]

AbbeyPost : Brand-New Marketplace and
Community

[custom_author=AbbeyPost] 

AbbeyPost is a brand-new

marketplace and community

designed exclusively for plus size

women's … [Read More...]

Contus : Mobile App Development Company

[custom_author=Contus] Today, we

had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. 'Sriram

Manoharan'; Founder of Contus at

Tamil Nadu  … [Read More...]

SME Updated : An Online Platform Helping
UAE Entrepreneurs

1. What is it exactly that you do and

what your start-up is all about? SME

Updated – UAE is online platform that

provides its audience with whatÍs …
[Read More...]

Gozoop: A Digital Services and Products
Provider that has Created a Niche for Itself
in the E-Commerce Space

[custom_author=Gozoop] We had a

quick chit chat with Mr.

'Iyer Premkumar'; Head of Online

Marketing at the India / UAE - based

startup … [Read More...]

30SimpleSystems.com: An Online Business
Development Program that helps Companies
Create a Master Plan in the Top 5 Business
Areas

[custom_author=30SimpleSystems]

Mr. 'João Timóteo'; Founder of

the Portugal (Lisbon)-based start-up

"30 Simple Systems", has explained to

us what … [Read More...]

DZone.com: An Online Platform that
Produces and Publishes Valuable Content for
their Global Audience of Software Developers
and Architects

[custom_author=DZone] Mr.

'Rick Ross'; Founder and CEO of the

US (Cary, North Carolina)-based start-

up "DZone", took some time to

explain to us a … [Read More...]

Wabiness.com: A Professional Platform
where International Companies and
Intermediaries Connect

[custom_author=Wabiness] We had

an in-depth discussion with Mr.

"Nicolas Duminil", CEO of the

international start-up "Wabiness.com"

regarding his … [Read More...]

ShareMotive.com: A Social Incentive E-
Commerce Platform and Online Marketplace

[custom_author=ShareMotive] We

had a very interesting and insightful

interview with the young

entrepreneur Mr. "Mario S. Wilson";

Founder of the … [Read More...]

Brian Zuercher Of VenueSeen On Social
Media Photography And Managing Customer
Relationships

We present to you below a very

interesting interview conducted by

the folks at KillerStartups.com with

Mr. 'Brian Zuercher'; Co-Founder and

CEO of the … [Read More...]

Itimdi.com: An Interests Based Social
Network That Lets you Make New
Connections and Keep your Old Ones

[custom_author=Itimdi] We had a

constructive and intriguing interview

with the very young 15 years old

entrepreneur Mr. “Tal Hoffman";

Founder of … [Read More...]

LoopLR.com: A Real-Time Social Video
Platform for the Creation and Distribution of
User Produced Video Content on
Smartphones

[custom_author=LooplrLR] We have

interviewed the very resilient and

determined Mr. "David Chorlton"; Co-

Founder and CEO of the US & Spain …
[Read More...]

Pheast.com: A Crowd-Sourced Recipe Site
Where You can Take any Recipe and Easily
Tweak it to Make it your Own

[custom_author=Pheast] We had an

enriching and inspirational interview

with Mr. ‘Adam BerlinskySchine';

Founder and CEO of the US (Palo Alto,

… [Read More...]

Drungli.com: A Web-Based Adventure
Generator for Spontaneous People

[custom_author=Drungli] Mrs.

"Orsolya Tòth"; CEO and Cofounder

of the exciting Hungary (Budapest)-

based start-up

"http://www.drungli.com", has …
[Read More...]

SentioSearch.com: A Social Network that
Connects Decision-Makers with Mentors who
will Give them the Best Chance to Make Good
Decisions and Minimize Regret

[custom_author=SentioSearch] We

are delighted to have interviewed Mr.

'Tyson Brazell', Founder of the US

﴾New York﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

Triposo.com: Makes Travel Guides that Know
Who you are and Where you are and Use that
Information to Come Up with Fresh and
Inspiring Ideas on What to do while you
Travel

[custom_author=Triposo] We had an

enjoyable and intuitive interview with

the fantastic entrepreneur Mr.

'Richard Osinga'; CEO of the Germany

… [Read More...]

Valueairlines.com: An Online Free Search and
Compare Service that Offers the Latest on
Travel Related Products

[custom_author=Valueairlines] We

had a nice chat with Mr. "Drago

Maximov", CEO of the US (California)-

based start-up "Valueairlines.com"

about his … [Read More...]

Mention.net: A Media Monitoring Tool that
Allows to be Notified in Real-Time on Any
Devices About any Social Keyword Mention

[custom_author=Mentiondotnet] We

had an in-depth and lengthy

interview with Mr. “Edouard de La

Jonquière”; CoFounder and CEO of

the French … [Read More...]

LineChop.com: An Online Wait-Listing
Service that Offers a Better, More Powerful
and More Accessible Way to Manage
Restaurants Wait-Lists

[custom_author=LineChop] Today, we

had the opportunity to gain more

knowledge and insight into the

entrepreneurial world and we have

really … [Read More...]

DayGuest.com: A Platform that Enables you
to Browse and Book Online Listed Properties
by Destinations, Features and Tags

[custom_author=DayGuest]

"DayGuest"'s team was kind enough to

explain to us what their US (New

York)-based start-up "DayGuest" is all

… [Read More...]

ToFlog.com: An Online Geo Social Network
where Users can Pin any Place in the World,
Write a Comment about it and Share it

[custom_author=Flog] We had a

lengthy and interesting interview

with Mr. 'Stefano Iannarone'; Co-

Founder of the Italy (Milan)-based

startup … [Read More...]

Contactually.com: A Personal Assistant for
Your Important Contacts

[custom_author=Contactually] Mr.

Tony Cappaert, Co-Founder of

"Contactually" has given us a small

introduction about his US

﴾Washington DC﴿based … [Read

More...]

InvoiceBerry.com: An Online Invoicing
Software which is Simple and Easy to Use

[custom_author=InvoiceBerry] We

had an intuitive and very pleasant

interview with the brilliant young

entrepreneur, Mr.

'Uwe Dreissigacker'; … [Read More...]

ITNinja.com: A Free Online Collaborative
Community for IT Managers to Share
Knowledge with their Peers

[custom_author=ITNinja] Mr.

'Bob Kelly'; Founder of the US

(Haymarket, VA)-based

Company "ITNinja", has been kind

enough giving us more insight …
[Read More...]

Feesheh.com: An Online One-Stop-Shop for
Arab Musicians

[custom_author=Feesheh] Mrs. Nur

Alfayez, Co-Founder & CEO has given

us a small introduction about her

Jordan (Amman)-based start-up

company … [Read More...]

Mapov.com: A Platform that Displays the
Hotel Details, Photos and TripAdvisor
Reviews for Over 220,000 Hotels, All on Top
of a Map

[custom_author=Mapov] Today we

had an insightful interview with Mr.

'Richard Jackson'; Founder of the UK

﴾Cornwall﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

IppinKa.com: An Online Crowdbuying Store
and Blog for Products that have Great
Functional Design and are Well-Made

[custom_author=Ippinka] Mr.

"Jerry Chang"; Founder of the Canada

(Toronto)-based start-up

"http://www.ippinka.com", was very

helpful and kind in … [Read More...]

BusyFlow.com: A Workspace that Creates the
Easiest Way for You and your Team to
Collaborate and Manage Cloud Apps

[custom_author=BusyFlow] Mr.

“Rimvydas Naktinis”; Cofounder of

the interesting Lithuania (Vilnius)-

based start-up

Ïhttp://www.busyflow.comÌ, has …
[Read More...]

RoadTrippers.com: A Simple and Intuitive
Road Trip Planner Platform that Helps you
Discover, Plan and Book the Best Places and
Experiences Along your Way Curated by Local
Experts and Travel Writers

[custom_author=RoadTrippers] Mr.

'Brandon Hite'; from the Marketing &

Business Development department of

the US ﴾Cincinnati﴿based startup …
[Read More...]

Mijura.com’s PriorityCentre: A Team and
Task Management Software that Makes it
Easy to Keep Track of what You and People in
your Team are Doing

[custom_author=Mijura] We had a

quick yet comprehensive chit-chat

with Mr. 'Adam Brimo'; Co-Founder of

the Australia (Sydney)-based start-up

… [Read More...]

Groupie.co: An App that Connects you with
People who Share your Interests and
Hobbies

[custom_author=Groupie] Mr. Jordan

Adler, Co-Founder and CEO of

"Groupie", explained to us a little bit

more about his US (New York)-based

… [Read More...]

Wob.io: An Online Jukebox that was Designed
with the Express Aim of Being Simple and
Easy to Use

[custom_author=Wobio] Mr. “Emir

Alp”; CoFounder of the Turkey

(Istanbul)-based start-up

“http://www.wob.io”, has given us a

good insight into his … [Read More...]

Plotified.com: An Online Community Platform
that Helps People Discover and Share their
Awesome Life Experiences

[custom_author=Plotified] We had a

very nice chit-chat with Mr.

'Dave Keller'; Founder of the US

(Sacramento, California)-based start-

up … [Read More...]

Bitrix24: A United Work Space which
Handles the many Aspects of Daily
Operations and Tasks that Allows you to
Create your Own Social Intranet in Minutes!

[custom_author=Bitrix24] We have

really enjoyed interviewing the

entrepreneur Mr.

'Dmitry Valyanov'; President of the US

﴾Virginia﴿based startup … [Read

More...]
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Contus : Mobile App

Development

Company
january 10, 2014 by bob debbas leave a comment

Today, we had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. ‘Sriram Manoharan’; Founder of

Contus at Tamil Nadu – India.

“Contus” is a leading mobile app development

company

Below is the full interview that we have conducted

with Mr. Manoharan

1.

What is i t  exactly that you do and what your

star t -up is  a l l  about?

Contus is a leading mobile app

development company which

offers varied mobi le appl icat ion

development solut ions in al l  the

major  smartphone plat forms l ike

iOS, Android and Windows. We

also offer web appl icat ion and e-

Commerce solut ions.  Our f i rm is

known for  developing wor thy,

t imely,  cost-ef fect ive appl icat ions

global ly .

2. When has your startup been founded? And

what stage is your startup current ly at?

Contus was found in 2008 as a

smal l  s tar t -up and now i t  has

spread across two places Chennai,

India and San Jose, U.S.A. It was

found wi th  min imal  s ta f f  but  now

there are almost 200 employees in

var ious departments of  our f i rm.

We currently have 5+ years of

experience, 140+ developers

deal ing with 40+ countr ies and 20

mi l l ion users benef i t ted through

our successful mobile and web

products .

3. What is your startup’s business model and

how does i t  work?

Business model of Contus is 4Ds.

We have this as the 4Ds of our

development viz., Discover,

Design, Develop, and Deliver. We

discover the needs, requirements

and work out a plan and design i t

before developing the app and

delivering it.  We also have a

test ing and maintenance team for

pre-del iver ing and post -del iver ing

suppor t .

4. How did your team meet? And who in your

team does what?

I  along with six of  my fr iends

started Contus as a startup which

is now a 5+ years old mobile

appl icat ion development company.

It was my aim since college days to

be an entrepreneur thus I  along

wi th  my other  f r iends

Balasubramaniyam, Balamurugan,

Dinesh kumar, Prakash, Thiaghu,

Amal Raj started this f irm.

5. What, exactly, makes you different from

exist ing opt ions,  what  wi l l  make your  product

and/or service stand out in the marketplace? In

other words what’s unique about you and

what’s new about what you make?

Our f i rm di f fers in three ways

from other counterparts v iz. ,

( i) We deliver services on all  the

three platforms namely iOS,

Android,  Windows whi le many

offer in one or two category alone.

( i i )  We offer cost-effect ive, ful ly

customized and t imely solut ions.

( i i i )  We are into e-Commerce and

Web products development also

thus we of fer  mul t ip le  products

for diverse needs unl ike other out

and out app developers.

6. What is  your growth l ike? And what

milestones has your startup achieved so far?

After 5 years into mobile app

development alongside web and e-

Commerce solut ions our

milestones include

﴾ i﴿  Mob eCommerce – a product of

ours ranked no. 1 in Top 10

eCommerce Startups

(ii) Contus was awarded as one of

the Top 10 SMEs in India by

Google & FICCI

(ii i) CII and NASSCOM

membership attained.

7. Who are your competitors? And what is your

startup’s competit ive advantage over them?

There are a lot of mobile app

development companies out there

both s tar t -ups and wel l

established ones. Every company

has their own pluses and minuses.

We str ive to be unique in order to

stand apart and lead the race. It’s

our innovat ive and unique ideas in

mobi le app development that

makes us stand apart in the race

and take a competit ive advantage

over them.

8. What obstacles did you face and how did you

overcome them?

Obstacles were our stepping

stones to success. There were

many obstacles r ight f rom

bui lding hir ing issues to employee

h i r ing ,  c l ien t  negot ia t ing  but  w i th

my expertise team of fr iends and

employees we easily came over

those and are marching towards

success, we may face more

obstacles in future too ( in

unknown forms)  but  our  past

experiences made us stronger than

ever.

9. What are the key things about your f ield that

outsiders don’t understand?

One of the major aspect in our

f i rm is mobi le app development

and although many seem to know

and claim that  they know A-Z of

mobi le appl icat ion development

there are always few things which

are known only to the people in

the f ield for instance there is a

myth that iOS apps are easy to

develop however that is an

absolute myth. Similar ly other key

aspects are about how an app

should be developed

professional ly,  how much of

testing is necessary, et.al.

10. Why are you going to succeed?

Our success pr imari ly  wi l l  be

through mobi le  app l ica t ion

development, al though we are

expect ing laurels f rom our other

products too. We are expecting

further success since we have

crossed major hurdles that a start-

up does in the past five years, we

have had our obstacles, struggles.

Now that we came past al l  these

and are constantly achieving we

expect success now.

11. If your startup succeeds, what additional

areas might you be able to expand into?

After success in our lead mobile

app development f ield, we may

concentrate fur ther  on our  other

f ie lds l ike web appl icat ion

development, e-Commerce

solutions. As of now we have plans

and ideas in expanding these field

and march towards success in

these. Instead of adding more

f ields, we want to be in number

UNO posit ion for these f ields, we

wi l l  work  fo r  i t .

12. Why did you choose this idea and concept to

bui ld your start-up based on?

At 2008, smartphones and mobile

apps were booming. There weren’t

much mobile app developers or

even as many smartphones as

there are now. I  and my fr iends

being tech-savvy people have had

passion for al l  these new booming

technology and we thought about

giv ing i t  a t ry and the resul t  is

what you see today.

13. What have you learned so far from launching

your idea?

I have learnt success is not a cake

walk so is entrepreneurship.  Being

a CEO wasn’t a bed of roses;

instead i t  was mostly of thorns. I

learned patience, perseverance

and si tuat ion management ski l ls

through the var ious impediments

that crossed our way in the past

few years. Many employees joined

us, few left. We expanded our

off ice i t  was al l  a mixed emotions

that  thought  me a lot  more than I

can possibly explain.

14. Six months from now, what’s going to be

your biggest problem?

Rather than claiming in as the

biggest problem, I  would l ike to

rephrase it as a big challenge.

That’s how I, my managerial

colleagues and employees see

them. Since mobile app

development is an unpredictable

field the challenge can be in any

form. It  can be new OS version or

an improved API ki t  or even who

knows a new OS for smart phones

might  pop up and I  might  need

new developers to design and

develop them.

15. What’s the benefit   for the customer/user?

The major benef i t  for  our

user /customer is  our  t imel iness.

We del iver  t imely product  to  our

c l ients  who in  turn del iver  i t  on

t ime to their  users.  Apart  f rom

that  we are known for  prov id ing

budget  f r iendly  and worthy

solut ions of  every kind in mobi le

app development.  Furthermore,

users are benefited because of our

talented and fr iendly after-sales

support  team.

16. How did customers /  users f ind out about

you?

We are spread across all social

media l ike Facebook, Twitter,

LinkedIn.  Addi t ional ly we now and

then get featured in various

newspapers both onl ine and

offl ine. Moreover we also have

cer ta in  t rustwor thy c l ients  and

customers retained who refer us to

their  c i rc le of  f r iends and

acquaintances. Thus our

networking circ le improves day by

day.

17. Who are your current customers /  users?

Who are your target customers /  users?

Current ly we are servicing 40+

countries’ users and we have

cl ients f rom these countr ies who

reach us to these users. Our target

customers include the ones from

rest  of  the countr ies.  Major ly our

cl ients are the ones who deliver

apps to the major platforms across

the globe. We target more global

customers presently.

18. Where do new customers / users come from

and what makes new customers/users try you?

Mostly the new customers come

seeing our social media presence,

referrals by our current  c l ients,

word of  mouth and our press

releases. Generally the new

customers wi l l  be interested in

try ing us for  our innovat ive apps

that we have done so far. All the

apps we have provided were

innovative and diverse thus

various customers from di f ferent

walks wi l l  be interested in us.

19. What do your customers / users say about

your  product  and/or  serv ice?

Customers and clients have given

high recommendat ions both in the

reviews and ratings as well as in

LinkedIn, FB recommendations.

One of the sample

recommendations: “Creative, on

schedule and on budget. Not task

is too small or too large.” says

Stephan B., CEO at Web Presence

Architects,  Washington D.C

20. How are you going to scale?

We have recently improved our

infrastructure and moved to a

larger campus. We further are

planning scal ing by adding more

clients, customers, users across

various nations and also in

del iver ing more products per

quarter.  We also str ive in

improving the qual i ty  even fur ther

to get more awards and laurels.

21. What’s the biggest missing feature? The one

th ing customers/users keep asking for?

The biggest thing many customers

ask is for global izat ion, al though

we are global iz ing wi th c l ients we

have our real- t ime off ice at  only

two points namely India and U.S.A.

We further wish to have more

off ices in other countr ies were we

have our major cl ients from. Since,

that  is  what our c l ients expect

from us these days.

22. Are you going to internationalize? And if  yes

how are you planning to expand your startup’s

operat ions accordingly?

As we mentioned, we do plan to

internat ional ize in  near  fu ture,

since we are expanding in terms of

employees, clients and services

thus in ternat ional izat ion is  the

logical next step in our success

ladder.  We are hoping forward for

the r ight  opportuni ty .  We as of

now don’t have concrete plans but

we do hope to have in near future.

23. How big do you think you can get? Why?

And how you are planning to achieve your

goals?

We are planning to go as far as our

efforts and talents take us. Of

course,  opportuni ty and luck are

other key factors. We don’t have a

l imit  for  achievement.  At Contus,

we str ive towards perfect ion and

keep str iv ing. Sky is our l imit .  We

won’t rest even after our goal is

reached. I f  we reach the top st i l l

we wi l l  s t r ive to  mainta in i t  and

achieve more.

24. Are you looking to hire a new workforce?

And if  yes, what job vacancies do you currently

offer and where can potent ial  appl icants

contact you at?

As we are expanding further and

further,  we are indeed planning to

hire more work forces. We suggest

the appl icants to check wi th the

careers section of our website to

know about the possible vacancies

and requirements. We hire

passionate, persistent and

enthusiast ic people who are

innovative and creative too.

25. Are you looking for  partnership

opportuni t ies or  funding f rom Venture Capi ta ls

(VC) or other funding sources? Or your

business is self-sustainable? And if  the f irst

opt ion appl ies where can potent ia l  par tners  /

investors contact you at?

We are self-sustained f irm and we

hope to cont inue the same in

future.  We do hope that  we would

make i t  to one the self-sustained

f i rms that  made to high levels wi th

no funding or sponsors. We are

happy and proud this way. We do

believe in our employees’ talents

and strength than sponsors

because t i l l  now we have worked

al l  this out by our Contus Team

alone.

26. What advice do you have for fresh

entrepreneurs?

Have a dream and follow it. That’s

the short success story of Contus.

We 7 people started from scratch

and we reached this posit ion is 5

years. Forget basic needs and

luxury for  a whi le.  Concentrate

hard and be strong. Overcome

obstacles with l ight heart  and a

cool  th inking.  Be innovat ive

because only innovation stands

apar t .

27. Finally, do you have any other comments

that you would l ike to add?

tart-Ups.Co is a nice venture and

we are impressed by the way it has

put  lo ts  of  usefu l  in format ion on

their si te. This is one of the most

useful websites in the recent

times. The questionnaire also had

a lot  of  important and precise

questions that every user needs to

know f rom an entrepreneur.
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can Explore  the Newest  Fashion

I tems,  Share  them wi th  Fr iends  and

ge t  Recommenda t ions  fo r  New

O u t f i t s

BandHappy.com: A Music  Communi ty

P la t fo rm  Of fe r i ng  bo th  In -Pe rson

Lessons or  Onl ine  Lessons Anywhere

on the Planet  v ia  a Video Chat  System

RocketLease.com:  A  P la t fo rm tha t

Prov ides Renta l  Appl icat ion Sof tware

for  Land lords  and Proper ty  Managers

Randomly Featured Start-Ups

Pro To You: Pro Athletes To Any Event

[custom_author=ProToYou] Today,

we had a very interesting interview

with Mr. 'John Bronson'; President of

ProToYou at USA - Phoenix. Below is

the … [Read More...]

OnContracting : Excellent Platform For All
Kinds Of Contract Jobs

[custom_author=OnContracting]

Today, we had a quick overview with

Mr. 'Pradeep Pradeep'; CEO of

OnCotracting in USA. OnContracting

: Excellent … [Read More...]

AbbeyPost : Brand-New Marketplace and
Community

[custom_author=AbbeyPost] 

AbbeyPost is a brand-new

marketplace and community

designed exclusively for plus size

women's … [Read More...]

Contus : Mobile App Development Company

[custom_author=Contus] Today, we

had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. 'Sriram

Manoharan'; Founder of Contus at

Tamil Nadu  … [Read More...]

SME Updated : An Online Platform Helping
UAE Entrepreneurs

1. What is it exactly that you do and

what your start-up is all about? SME

Updated – UAE is online platform that

provides its audience with whatÍs …
[Read More...]

Gozoop: A Digital Services and Products
Provider that has Created a Niche for Itself
in the E-Commerce Space

[custom_author=Gozoop] We had a

quick chit chat with Mr.

'Iyer Premkumar'; Head of Online

Marketing at the India / UAE - based

startup … [Read More...]

30SimpleSystems.com: An Online Business
Development Program that helps Companies
Create a Master Plan in the Top 5 Business
Areas

[custom_author=30SimpleSystems]

Mr. 'João Timóteo'; Founder of

the Portugal (Lisbon)-based start-up

"30 Simple Systems", has explained to

us what … [Read More...]

DZone.com: An Online Platform that
Produces and Publishes Valuable Content for
their Global Audience of Software Developers
and Architects

[custom_author=DZone] Mr.

'Rick Ross'; Founder and CEO of the

US (Cary, North Carolina)-based start-

up "DZone", took some time to

explain to us a … [Read More...]

Wabiness.com: A Professional Platform
where International Companies and
Intermediaries Connect

[custom_author=Wabiness] We had

an in-depth discussion with Mr.

"Nicolas Duminil", CEO of the

international start-up "Wabiness.com"

regarding his … [Read More...]

ShareMotive.com: A Social Incentive E-
Commerce Platform and Online Marketplace

[custom_author=ShareMotive] We

had a very interesting and insightful

interview with the young

entrepreneur Mr. "Mario S. Wilson";

Founder of the … [Read More...]

Brian Zuercher Of VenueSeen On Social
Media Photography And Managing Customer
Relationships

We present to you below a very

interesting interview conducted by

the folks at KillerStartups.com with

Mr. 'Brian Zuercher'; Co-Founder and

CEO of the … [Read More...]

Itimdi.com: An Interests Based Social
Network That Lets you Make New
Connections and Keep your Old Ones

[custom_author=Itimdi] We had a

constructive and intriguing interview

with the very young 15 years old

entrepreneur Mr. “Tal Hoffman";

Founder of … [Read More...]

LoopLR.com: A Real-Time Social Video
Platform for the Creation and Distribution of
User Produced Video Content on
Smartphones

[custom_author=LooplrLR] We have

interviewed the very resilient and

determined Mr. "David Chorlton"; Co-

Founder and CEO of the US & Spain …
[Read More...]

Pheast.com: A Crowd-Sourced Recipe Site
Where You can Take any Recipe and Easily
Tweak it to Make it your Own

[custom_author=Pheast] We had an

enriching and inspirational interview

with Mr. ‘Adam BerlinskySchine';

Founder and CEO of the US (Palo Alto,

… [Read More...]

Drungli.com: A Web-Based Adventure
Generator for Spontaneous People

[custom_author=Drungli] Mrs.

"Orsolya Tòth"; CEO and Cofounder

of the exciting Hungary (Budapest)-

based start-up

"http://www.drungli.com", has …
[Read More...]

SentioSearch.com: A Social Network that
Connects Decision-Makers with Mentors who
will Give them the Best Chance to Make Good
Decisions and Minimize Regret

[custom_author=SentioSearch] We

are delighted to have interviewed Mr.

'Tyson Brazell', Founder of the US

﴾New York﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

Triposo.com: Makes Travel Guides that Know
Who you are and Where you are and Use that
Information to Come Up with Fresh and
Inspiring Ideas on What to do while you
Travel

[custom_author=Triposo] We had an

enjoyable and intuitive interview with

the fantastic entrepreneur Mr.

'Richard Osinga'; CEO of the Germany

… [Read More...]

Valueairlines.com: An Online Free Search and
Compare Service that Offers the Latest on
Travel Related Products

[custom_author=Valueairlines] We

had a nice chat with Mr. "Drago

Maximov", CEO of the US (California)-

based start-up "Valueairlines.com"

about his … [Read More...]

Mention.net: A Media Monitoring Tool that
Allows to be Notified in Real-Time on Any
Devices About any Social Keyword Mention

[custom_author=Mentiondotnet] We

had an in-depth and lengthy

interview with Mr. “Edouard de La

Jonquière”; CoFounder and CEO of

the French … [Read More...]

LineChop.com: An Online Wait-Listing
Service that Offers a Better, More Powerful
and More Accessible Way to Manage
Restaurants Wait-Lists

[custom_author=LineChop] Today, we

had the opportunity to gain more

knowledge and insight into the

entrepreneurial world and we have

really … [Read More...]

DayGuest.com: A Platform that Enables you
to Browse and Book Online Listed Properties
by Destinations, Features and Tags

[custom_author=DayGuest]

"DayGuest"'s team was kind enough to

explain to us what their US (New

York)-based start-up "DayGuest" is all

… [Read More...]

ToFlog.com: An Online Geo Social Network
where Users can Pin any Place in the World,
Write a Comment about it and Share it

[custom_author=Flog] We had a

lengthy and interesting interview

with Mr. 'Stefano Iannarone'; Co-

Founder of the Italy (Milan)-based

startup … [Read More...]

Contactually.com: A Personal Assistant for
Your Important Contacts

[custom_author=Contactually] Mr.

Tony Cappaert, Co-Founder of

"Contactually" has given us a small

introduction about his US

﴾Washington DC﴿based … [Read

More...]

InvoiceBerry.com: An Online Invoicing
Software which is Simple and Easy to Use

[custom_author=InvoiceBerry] We

had an intuitive and very pleasant

interview with the brilliant young

entrepreneur, Mr.

'Uwe Dreissigacker'; … [Read More...]

ITNinja.com: A Free Online Collaborative
Community for IT Managers to Share
Knowledge with their Peers

[custom_author=ITNinja] Mr.

'Bob Kelly'; Founder of the US

(Haymarket, VA)-based

Company "ITNinja", has been kind

enough giving us more insight …
[Read More...]

Feesheh.com: An Online One-Stop-Shop for
Arab Musicians

[custom_author=Feesheh] Mrs. Nur

Alfayez, Co-Founder & CEO has given

us a small introduction about her

Jordan (Amman)-based start-up

company … [Read More...]

Mapov.com: A Platform that Displays the
Hotel Details, Photos and TripAdvisor
Reviews for Over 220,000 Hotels, All on Top
of a Map

[custom_author=Mapov] Today we

had an insightful interview with Mr.

'Richard Jackson'; Founder of the UK

﴾Cornwall﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

IppinKa.com: An Online Crowdbuying Store
and Blog for Products that have Great
Functional Design and are Well-Made

[custom_author=Ippinka] Mr.

"Jerry Chang"; Founder of the Canada

(Toronto)-based start-up

"http://www.ippinka.com", was very

helpful and kind in … [Read More...]

BusyFlow.com: A Workspace that Creates the
Easiest Way for You and your Team to
Collaborate and Manage Cloud Apps

[custom_author=BusyFlow] Mr.

“Rimvydas Naktinis”; Cofounder of

the interesting Lithuania (Vilnius)-

based start-up

Ïhttp://www.busyflow.comÌ, has …
[Read More...]

RoadTrippers.com: A Simple and Intuitive
Road Trip Planner Platform that Helps you
Discover, Plan and Book the Best Places and
Experiences Along your Way Curated by Local
Experts and Travel Writers

[custom_author=RoadTrippers] Mr.

'Brandon Hite'; from the Marketing &

Business Development department of

the US ﴾Cincinnati﴿based startup …
[Read More...]

Mijura.com’s PriorityCentre: A Team and
Task Management Software that Makes it
Easy to Keep Track of what You and People in
your Team are Doing

[custom_author=Mijura] We had a

quick yet comprehensive chit-chat

with Mr. 'Adam Brimo'; Co-Founder of

the Australia (Sydney)-based start-up

… [Read More...]

Groupie.co: An App that Connects you with
People who Share your Interests and
Hobbies

[custom_author=Groupie] Mr. Jordan

Adler, Co-Founder and CEO of

"Groupie", explained to us a little bit

more about his US (New York)-based

… [Read More...]

Wob.io: An Online Jukebox that was Designed
with the Express Aim of Being Simple and
Easy to Use

[custom_author=Wobio] Mr. “Emir

Alp”; CoFounder of the Turkey

(Istanbul)-based start-up

“http://www.wob.io”, has given us a

good insight into his … [Read More...]

Plotified.com: An Online Community Platform
that Helps People Discover and Share their
Awesome Life Experiences

[custom_author=Plotified] We had a

very nice chit-chat with Mr.

'Dave Keller'; Founder of the US

(Sacramento, California)-based start-

up … [Read More...]

Bitrix24: A United Work Space which
Handles the many Aspects of Daily
Operations and Tasks that Allows you to
Create your Own Social Intranet in Minutes!

[custom_author=Bitrix24] We have

really enjoyed interviewing the

entrepreneur Mr.

'Dmitry Valyanov'; President of the US

﴾Virginia﴿based startup … [Read

More...]
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Contus : Mobile App

Development

Company
january 10, 2014 by bob debbas leave a comment

Today, we had an in-depth and very interesting

interview with Mr. ‘Sriram Manoharan’; Founder of

Contus at Tamil Nadu – India.

“Contus” is a leading mobile app development

company

Below is the full interview that we have conducted

with Mr. Manoharan

1.

What is i t  exactly that you do and what your

star t -up is  a l l  about?

Contus is a leading mobile app

development company which

offers varied mobi le appl icat ion

development solut ions in al l  the

major  smartphone plat forms l ike

iOS, Android and Windows. We

also offer web appl icat ion and e-

Commerce solut ions.  Our f i rm is

known for  developing wor thy,

t imely,  cost-ef fect ive appl icat ions

global ly .

2. When has your startup been founded? And

what stage is your startup current ly at?

Contus was found in 2008 as a

smal l  s tar t -up and now i t  has

spread across two places Chennai,

India and San Jose, U.S.A. It was

found wi th  min imal  s ta f f  but  now

there are almost 200 employees in

var ious departments of  our f i rm.

We currently have 5+ years of

experience, 140+ developers

deal ing with 40+ countr ies and 20

mi l l ion users benef i t ted through

our successful mobile and web

products .

3. What is your startup’s business model and

how does i t  work?

Business model of Contus is 4Ds.

We have this as the 4Ds of our

development viz., Discover,

Design, Develop, and Deliver. We

discover the needs, requirements

and work out a plan and design i t

before developing the app and

delivering it.  We also have a

test ing and maintenance team for

pre-del iver ing and post -del iver ing

suppor t .

4. How did your team meet? And who in your

team does what?

I  along with six of  my fr iends

started Contus as a startup which

is now a 5+ years old mobile

appl icat ion development company.

It was my aim since college days to

be an entrepreneur thus I  along

wi th  my other  f r iends

Balasubramaniyam, Balamurugan,

Dinesh kumar, Prakash, Thiaghu,

Amal Raj started this f irm.

5. What, exactly, makes you different from

exist ing opt ions,  what  wi l l  make your  product

and/or service stand out in the marketplace? In

other words what’s unique about you and

what’s new about what you make?

Our f i rm di f fers in three ways

from other counterparts v iz. ,

( i) We deliver services on all  the

three platforms namely iOS,

Android,  Windows whi le many

offer in one or two category alone.

( i i )  We offer cost-effect ive, ful ly

customized and t imely solut ions.

( i i i )  We are into e-Commerce and

Web products development also

thus we of fer  mul t ip le  products

for diverse needs unl ike other out

and out app developers.

6. What is  your growth l ike? And what

milestones has your startup achieved so far?

After 5 years into mobile app

development alongside web and e-

Commerce solut ions our

milestones include

﴾ i﴿  Mob eCommerce – a product of

ours ranked no. 1 in Top 10

eCommerce Startups

(ii) Contus was awarded as one of

the Top 10 SMEs in India by

Google & FICCI

(ii i) CII and NASSCOM

membership attained.

7. Who are your competitors? And what is your

startup’s competit ive advantage over them?

There are a lot of mobile app

development companies out there

both s tar t -ups and wel l

established ones. Every company

has their own pluses and minuses.

We str ive to be unique in order to

stand apart and lead the race. It’s

our innovat ive and unique ideas in

mobi le app development that

makes us stand apart in the race

and take a competit ive advantage

over them.

8. What obstacles did you face and how did you

overcome them?

Obstacles were our stepping

stones to success. There were

many obstacles r ight f rom

bui lding hir ing issues to employee

h i r ing ,  c l ien t  negot ia t ing  but  w i th

my expertise team of fr iends and

employees we easily came over

those and are marching towards

success, we may face more

obstacles in future too ( in

unknown forms)  but  our  past

experiences made us stronger than

ever.

9. What are the key things about your f ield that

outsiders don’t understand?

One of the major aspect in our

f i rm is mobi le app development

and although many seem to know

and claim that  they know A-Z of

mobi le appl icat ion development

there are always few things which

are known only to the people in

the f ield for instance there is a

myth that iOS apps are easy to

develop however that is an

absolute myth. Similar ly other key

aspects are about how an app

should be developed

professional ly,  how much of

testing is necessary, et.al.

10. Why are you going to succeed?

Our success pr imari ly  wi l l  be

through mobi le  app l ica t ion

development, al though we are

expect ing laurels f rom our other

products too. We are expecting

further success since we have

crossed major hurdles that a start-

up does in the past five years, we

have had our obstacles, struggles.

Now that we came past al l  these

and are constantly achieving we

expect success now.

11. If your startup succeeds, what additional

areas might you be able to expand into?

After success in our lead mobile

app development f ield, we may

concentrate fur ther  on our  other

f ie lds l ike web appl icat ion

development, e-Commerce

solutions. As of now we have plans

and ideas in expanding these field

and march towards success in

these. Instead of adding more

f ields, we want to be in number

UNO posit ion for these f ields, we

wi l l  work  fo r  i t .

12. Why did you choose this idea and concept to

bui ld your start-up based on?

At 2008, smartphones and mobile

apps were booming. There weren’t

much mobile app developers or

even as many smartphones as

there are now. I  and my fr iends

being tech-savvy people have had

passion for al l  these new booming

technology and we thought about

giv ing i t  a t ry and the resul t  is

what you see today.

13. What have you learned so far from launching

your idea?

I have learnt success is not a cake

walk so is entrepreneurship.  Being

a CEO wasn’t a bed of roses;

instead i t  was mostly of thorns. I

learned patience, perseverance

and si tuat ion management ski l ls

through the var ious impediments

that crossed our way in the past

few years. Many employees joined

us, few left. We expanded our

off ice i t  was al l  a mixed emotions

that  thought  me a lot  more than I

can possibly explain.

14. Six months from now, what’s going to be

your biggest problem?

Rather than claiming in as the

biggest problem, I  would l ike to

rephrase it as a big challenge.

That’s how I, my managerial

colleagues and employees see

them. Since mobile app

development is an unpredictable

field the challenge can be in any

form. It  can be new OS version or

an improved API ki t  or even who

knows a new OS for smart phones

might  pop up and I  might  need

new developers to design and

develop them.

15. What’s the benefit   for the customer/user?

The major benef i t  for  our

user /customer is  our  t imel iness.

We del iver  t imely product  to  our

c l ients  who in  turn del iver  i t  on

t ime to their  users.  Apart  f rom

that  we are known for  prov id ing

budget  f r iendly  and worthy

solut ions of  every kind in mobi le

app development.  Furthermore,

users are benefited because of our

talented and fr iendly after-sales

support  team.

16. How did customers /  users f ind out about

you?

We are spread across all social

media l ike Facebook, Twitter,

LinkedIn.  Addi t ional ly we now and

then get featured in various

newspapers both onl ine and

offl ine. Moreover we also have

cer ta in  t rustwor thy c l ients  and

customers retained who refer us to

their  c i rc le of  f r iends and

acquaintances. Thus our

networking circ le improves day by

day.

17. Who are your current customers /  users?

Who are your target customers /  users?

Current ly we are servicing 40+

countries’ users and we have

cl ients f rom these countr ies who

reach us to these users. Our target

customers include the ones from

rest  of  the countr ies.  Major ly our

cl ients are the ones who deliver

apps to the major platforms across

the globe. We target more global

customers presently.

18. Where do new customers / users come from

and what makes new customers/users try you?

Mostly the new customers come

seeing our social media presence,

referrals by our current  c l ients,

word of  mouth and our press

releases. Generally the new

customers wi l l  be interested in

try ing us for  our innovat ive apps

that we have done so far. All the

apps we have provided were

innovative and diverse thus

various customers from di f ferent

walks wi l l  be interested in us.

19. What do your customers / users say about

your  product  and/or  serv ice?

Customers and clients have given

high recommendat ions both in the

reviews and ratings as well as in

LinkedIn, FB recommendations.

One of the sample

recommendations: “Creative, on

schedule and on budget. Not task

is too small or too large.” says

Stephan B., CEO at Web Presence

Architects,  Washington D.C

20. How are you going to scale?

We have recently improved our

infrastructure and moved to a

larger campus. We further are

planning scal ing by adding more

clients, customers, users across

various nations and also in

del iver ing more products per

quarter.  We also str ive in

improving the qual i ty  even fur ther

to get more awards and laurels.

21. What’s the biggest missing feature? The one

th ing customers/users keep asking for?

The biggest thing many customers

ask is for global izat ion, al though

we are global iz ing wi th c l ients we

have our real- t ime off ice at  only

two points namely India and U.S.A.

We further wish to have more

off ices in other countr ies were we

have our major cl ients from. Since,

that  is  what our c l ients expect

from us these days.

22. Are you going to internationalize? And if  yes

how are you planning to expand your startup’s

operat ions accordingly?

As we mentioned, we do plan to

internat ional ize in  near  fu ture,

since we are expanding in terms of

employees, clients and services

thus in ternat ional izat ion is  the

logical next step in our success

ladder.  We are hoping forward for

the r ight  opportuni ty .  We as of

now don’t have concrete plans but

we do hope to have in near future.

23. How big do you think you can get? Why?

And how you are planning to achieve your

goals?

We are planning to go as far as our

efforts and talents take us. Of

course,  opportuni ty and luck are

other key factors. We don’t have a

l imit  for  achievement.  At Contus,

we str ive towards perfect ion and

keep str iv ing. Sky is our l imit .  We

won’t rest even after our goal is

reached. I f  we reach the top st i l l

we wi l l  s t r ive to  mainta in i t  and

achieve more.

24. Are you looking to hire a new workforce?

And if  yes, what job vacancies do you currently

offer and where can potent ial  appl icants

contact you at?

As we are expanding further and

further,  we are indeed planning to

hire more work forces. We suggest

the appl icants to check wi th the

careers section of our website to

know about the possible vacancies

and requirements. We hire

passionate, persistent and

enthusiast ic people who are

innovative and creative too.

25. Are you looking for  partnership

opportuni t ies or  funding f rom Venture Capi ta ls

(VC) or other funding sources? Or your

business is self-sustainable? And if  the f irst

opt ion appl ies where can potent ia l  par tners  /

investors contact you at?

We are self-sustained f irm and we

hope to cont inue the same in

future.  We do hope that  we would

make i t  to one the self-sustained

f i rms that  made to high levels wi th

no funding or sponsors. We are

happy and proud this way. We do

believe in our employees’ talents

and strength than sponsors

because t i l l  now we have worked

al l  this out by our Contus Team

alone.

26. What advice do you have for fresh

entrepreneurs?

Have a dream and follow it. That’s

the short success story of Contus.

We 7 people started from scratch

and we reached this posit ion is 5

years. Forget basic needs and

luxury for  a whi le.  Concentrate

hard and be strong. Overcome

obstacles with l ight heart  and a

cool  th inking.  Be innovat ive

because only innovation stands

apar t .

27. Finally, do you have any other comments

that you would l ike to add?

tart-Ups.Co is a nice venture and

we are impressed by the way it has

put  lo ts  of  usefu l  in format ion on

their si te. This is one of the most

useful websites in the recent

times. The questionnaire also had

a lot  of  important and precise

questions that every user needs to

know f rom an entrepreneur.
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﴾New York﴿based startup … [Read

More...]
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Inspiring Ideas on What to do while you
Travel

[custom_author=Triposo] We had an

enjoyable and intuitive interview with

the fantastic entrepreneur Mr.

'Richard Osinga'; CEO of the Germany

… [Read More...]

Valueairlines.com: An Online Free Search and
Compare Service that Offers the Latest on
Travel Related Products

[custom_author=Valueairlines] We

had a nice chat with Mr. "Drago

Maximov", CEO of the US (California)-

based start-up "Valueairlines.com"

about his … [Read More...]

Mention.net: A Media Monitoring Tool that
Allows to be Notified in Real-Time on Any
Devices About any Social Keyword Mention

[custom_author=Mentiondotnet] We

had an in-depth and lengthy

interview with Mr. “Edouard de La

Jonquière”; CoFounder and CEO of

the French … [Read More...]

LineChop.com: An Online Wait-Listing
Service that Offers a Better, More Powerful
and More Accessible Way to Manage
Restaurants Wait-Lists

[custom_author=LineChop] Today, we

had the opportunity to gain more

knowledge and insight into the

entrepreneurial world and we have

really … [Read More...]

DayGuest.com: A Platform that Enables you
to Browse and Book Online Listed Properties
by Destinations, Features and Tags

[custom_author=DayGuest]

"DayGuest"'s team was kind enough to

explain to us what their US (New

York)-based start-up "DayGuest" is all

… [Read More...]

ToFlog.com: An Online Geo Social Network
where Users can Pin any Place in the World,
Write a Comment about it and Share it

[custom_author=Flog] We had a

lengthy and interesting interview

with Mr. 'Stefano Iannarone'; Co-

Founder of the Italy (Milan)-based

startup … [Read More...]

Contactually.com: A Personal Assistant for
Your Important Contacts

[custom_author=Contactually] Mr.

Tony Cappaert, Co-Founder of

"Contactually" has given us a small

introduction about his US

﴾Washington DC﴿based … [Read

More...]

InvoiceBerry.com: An Online Invoicing
Software which is Simple and Easy to Use

[custom_author=InvoiceBerry] We

had an intuitive and very pleasant

interview with the brilliant young

entrepreneur, Mr.

'Uwe Dreissigacker'; … [Read More...]

ITNinja.com: A Free Online Collaborative
Community for IT Managers to Share
Knowledge with their Peers

[custom_author=ITNinja] Mr.

'Bob Kelly'; Founder of the US

(Haymarket, VA)-based

Company "ITNinja", has been kind

enough giving us more insight …
[Read More...]

Feesheh.com: An Online One-Stop-Shop for
Arab Musicians

[custom_author=Feesheh] Mrs. Nur

Alfayez, Co-Founder & CEO has given

us a small introduction about her

Jordan (Amman)-based start-up

company … [Read More...]

Mapov.com: A Platform that Displays the
Hotel Details, Photos and TripAdvisor
Reviews for Over 220,000 Hotels, All on Top
of a Map

[custom_author=Mapov] Today we

had an insightful interview with Mr.

'Richard Jackson'; Founder of the UK

﴾Cornwall﴿based startup … [Read

More...]

IppinKa.com: An Online Crowdbuying Store
and Blog for Products that have Great
Functional Design and are Well-Made

[custom_author=Ippinka] Mr.

"Jerry Chang"; Founder of the Canada

(Toronto)-based start-up

"http://www.ippinka.com", was very

helpful and kind in … [Read More...]

BusyFlow.com: A Workspace that Creates the
Easiest Way for You and your Team to
Collaborate and Manage Cloud Apps

[custom_author=BusyFlow] Mr.

“Rimvydas Naktinis”; Cofounder of

the interesting Lithuania (Vilnius)-

based start-up

Ïhttp://www.busyflow.comÌ, has …
[Read More...]

RoadTrippers.com: A Simple and Intuitive
Road Trip Planner Platform that Helps you
Discover, Plan and Book the Best Places and
Experiences Along your Way Curated by Local
Experts and Travel Writers

[custom_author=RoadTrippers] Mr.

'Brandon Hite'; from the Marketing &

Business Development department of

the US ﴾Cincinnati﴿based startup …
[Read More...]

Mijura.com’s PriorityCentre: A Team and
Task Management Software that Makes it
Easy to Keep Track of what You and People in
your Team are Doing

[custom_author=Mijura] We had a

quick yet comprehensive chit-chat

with Mr. 'Adam Brimo'; Co-Founder of

the Australia (Sydney)-based start-up

… [Read More...]

Groupie.co: An App that Connects you with
People who Share your Interests and
Hobbies

[custom_author=Groupie] Mr. Jordan

Adler, Co-Founder and CEO of

"Groupie", explained to us a little bit

more about his US (New York)-based

… [Read More...]

Wob.io: An Online Jukebox that was Designed
with the Express Aim of Being Simple and
Easy to Use

[custom_author=Wobio] Mr. “Emir

Alp”; CoFounder of the Turkey

(Istanbul)-based start-up

“http://www.wob.io”, has given us a

good insight into his … [Read More...]

Plotified.com: An Online Community Platform
that Helps People Discover and Share their
Awesome Life Experiences

[custom_author=Plotified] We had a

very nice chit-chat with Mr.

'Dave Keller'; Founder of the US

(Sacramento, California)-based start-

up … [Read More...]

Bitrix24: A United Work Space which
Handles the many Aspects of Daily
Operations and Tasks that Allows you to
Create your Own Social Intranet in Minutes!

[custom_author=Bitrix24] We have

really enjoyed interviewing the

entrepreneur Mr.

'Dmitry Valyanov'; President of the US

﴾Virginia﴿based startup … [Read

More...]
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